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FIRST  DAY — Monday  Morning  Session 


Assembly  Room,  Albany  Hotel, 
Denver,  Colo.,  Nov.  23,  1908. 

Pursuant  to  law  the  regular  meeting 
of  the  First  Annual  Convention  of  the 
Building  Trades  Department,  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  was  called  to  order 
at  10  o’clock  a.  m..  in  the  Assembly 
Room  of  the  Albany  Hotel,  by  Fourth 
Vice-President  Max  Morris,  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Federation  of  Labor. 

Chairman  Morris — Gentlemen  of  the 
Building  Trades  Department:  In  behalf 
of  the  Arrangement  Committee  of  the 
united  labor  movement  of  Denver  I  take 
great  pleasure  in  greeting  you  today, 
and  desire  to  assurp  you  it  will  be  no 
fault  of  ours  if  your  stay  among  us  is 
not  made  a  most  pleasant  one.  We  are 
glad  to  have  you  with  us.  We  will  do 
our  best  to  show  you  our  beautiful  city, 
and  after  your  day’s  work  is  over  we 
will  try  to  make  your  evenings  so  pleas¬ 
ant  that  you  will  return  to  your  deliber¬ 
ations  next  morning  prepared  to  work 
harder  than  ever  in  the  interest  of  the 
people  you  represent. 

The  opening  prayer  of  the  Convention 
was  offered  by  Rev.  Father  O’Ryan,  of 
Denver. 

Chairman  Morris  introduced  to  the 
Convention  Mr.  George  A.  Hally,  Presi¬ 


dent  of  the  Colorado  State  Federation  of 
Labor. 

Mr.  Hally — During  the  last  session  of 
the  Convention  of  the  American  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Labor  one  of  the  delegates  ad¬ 
vised  that  in  future,  in  selecting  cities 
in  which  to  hold  our  Conventions,  we 
select  those  that  are  unionized.  I  will 
say,  as  far  as  the  Building  Trades  are 
concerned,  you  will  hardly  find  a  city  in 
the  United  States  where  they  are  more 
thoroughly  organized  than  in  Denver.  We 
have  got  things  nearly  as  we  want  them. 
We  have  had  contention  and  strife  in  the 
past,  but  now,  instead  of  carrying  on  the 
old  barbarous  style  of  warfare,  deporting 
us,  beating  us  up  and  putting  us  in  jail, 
those  who  are  opposed  to  us  are  carrying 
on  a  legal  warfare  and  trying  to  put  us 
out  of  business  legally.  We  have  been 
carrying  on  the  fight  on  our  side,  and  to¬ 
day  have  the  best  of  them.  To-day  you 
will  find  Denver  one  of  the  best  organized 
cities  in  the  building  line  there  is  in  the 
country. 

Brother  Morris  has  told  you  that  we 
will  do  everything  in  our  power  to  enter¬ 
tain  you  while  you  are  here,  and  I  as¬ 
sure  you  we  will  do  so.  I  welcome  you 
to  Colorado  and  to  Denver,  and  trust 
that  your  First  Annual  Convention  will 
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be  a  most  successful  one,  and  that  you 
will  be  able  to  look  back  in  future  years 
with  pride  on  the  work  accomplished  here. 

Chairman  Morris  introduced  to  the  Con¬ 
vention  President  Samuel  Gompers,  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor. 

President  Gompers — Mr.  Chairman  and 
Fellow  Unionists:  On  behalf  of  the 

American  Federation  of  Labor  I  want  to 
extend  to  you  greetings  and  fraternal  wel¬ 
come  to  this  your  second  gathering.  At 
this  time  I  shall  have  very  little  to  say, 
as  I  shall  seek  another  opportunity  to 
convey  a  thought  or  two  to  you  in  perhaps 
a  little  less  formal  manner.  At  this  open¬ 
ing  exercise  it  seems  to  me  that  all  that 
should  be  expressed  is  good  will  and  hope 
for  your  success,  your  continued  expan¬ 
sion  and  influence  to  protect  and  advance 
the  interests  of  the  men  of  labor.  Let 
me  also  express  the  hope  that  nothing 
shall  be  interjected  into  your  Department, 
either  local,  national  or  continental,  that 
will  at  all  weaken  the  links  that  bind  the 
men  of  labor  to  the  trade  union  move¬ 
ment.  At  the  Convention  last  year,  where 
the  Building  Trades  Department  was  or¬ 
ganized,  T  took  occasion  to  express  the 
thought  and  hope  that  the  men  in  the 
Department  would  see  to  it  that,  though 
they  undertook  to  have  the  interests  of 
the  men  in  the  building  trades  primarily 
advanced,  they  would  never  do  anything 
that  would  weaken  the  bonds  of  union 
of  the  building  trades  unionist  with  the 
trade  unionists  of  other  branches  of  labor. 
I  can  do  no  better  now  than  to  emphasize 
that  hope  and  that  declaration.  Nothing 
Avould  be  more  disastrous  to  the  interests 
of  the  men  of  labor  of  all  trades  and 
callings — the  building  trades  included — 
than  any  weakening  or  severance  of  the 
bonds  of  unity.  Once  let  the  employers 
in  any  given  industry  understand  that  the 
spirit  of  unity,  as  well  as  the  fact  of 
unity,  no  longer  exists  in  truth  in  the 
hearts  of  our  men  of  labor,  and  depend 
upon  it,  one  will  be  pited  against  the 
other  to  the  detriment  and  perhaps  the 
extinction  of  both. 

I  have  confidence  in  your  intelligence. 
T  have  confidence  in  your  self-reliance, 
I  have  confidence  in  your  devotion  and 
faith  in  the  cause  of  labor  and  in  the 
cause  of  the  men  you  represent,  and  feel 
that  nothing  will  be  done  that  will  not 
tend  to  strengthen  the  spirit  of  labor  and 
unionism  in  the  building  trades  and  in 
all  other  trades  and  callings.  With  that 
hope,  with  that  sentiment,  with  the  prayer 


upon  my  lips  that  this  may  be  accom¬ 
plished,  and  with  an  abiding  faith  in  your 
intelligence  and  loyalty  to  the  great  cause 
that  underlies  our  movement,  I  again 
express  to  you  my  earnest  hope  and  wish 
for  harmony  in  your  proceedings  and 
the  success  of  your  deliberations.  May 
they  redound  to  the  good  and  welfare 
of  all  who  toil.  I  bid  you  God-speed  in 
your  work. 

Chairman  Morris  introduced  to  the  Con¬ 
vention  Treasurer  John  B.  Lennon,  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Treasurer  Lennon — Mr.  Chairman  and 
Delegates:  I  did  not  come  here  expect¬ 
ing  to  make  a  speech,  nor  have  I  a  de¬ 
sire  to  attempt  anything  of  that  kind. 
The  remark  of  Brother  llally  regarding 
the  building  trades  reminds  me  that 
thirty-seven  years  ago  I  formed  the  sec¬ 
ond  union  that  ever  existed  in  Denver, 
and  was  a  member  of  it  for  a  goodly 
number  of  years.  I  do  not  know  how 
much  credit  is  due  to  the  pioneers  in  our 
various  cities  for  the  labor  movement 
that  now  exists,  but  every  time  I  come  to 
Denver,  and  every  time  I  meet  the  uniou 
men  of  this  city,  I  feel  grateful  that  the 
opportunity  was  given  me  in  the  years 
long  gone  by  to  do  something  to  build 
up  the  trade  uniou  movement  in  this  part 
of  the  country.  I  feel  at  this  time  par¬ 
ticular  and  rather  peculiar  interest  in  this 
organization.  I  think,  without  being  at  all 
egotistical,  that  my  services  for  one  trade 
represented  in  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  and  in  this  body  will  have  much 
to  do  to  save  to  the  building  trades  and 
to  the  organized  labor  of  this  country 
one  of  the  most  important  organizations 
here  represented,  an  organization  whose 
field  is  one  of  the  widest  and  whose  pros¬ 
pects  the  brightest  of  any  in  the  move¬ 
ment.  We  are  rejoiced  to  know  that  har- 

rnonv  exists  in  the  Brotherhood  of  Elec- 
*  « 

trical  Workers,  where  there  was  discord, 
and  that  an  effort  will  be  made,  and  suc¬ 
cessfully  I  feel,  to  unify  that  organization 
and  to  secure  to  it  the  possibilities  that 
are  before  it  in  the  field  of  industry. 

I  believe  this  plan  of  organizing  depart¬ 
ments,  if  properly  carried  out,  means 
more  of  strength  and  positive  effectiveness 
in  the  labor  movement  of  this  country 
than  anything  ever  instituted  by  the  trade 
unions  of  North  America.  With  care  and 
judicious  action,  with  loyalty  to  your¬ 
selves  at  all  times,  the  success  of  your 
Department  is  absolutely  certain.  And 
your  success  will  mean  that  in  a  number 
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of  directions  :i  movement  will  be  built  up 
In  this  country  that  will  be  a  power  for 
good  for  every  working  man  in  the  United 
States. 

Although  I  am  not  now  a  resident  of 
this  city,  I  feel  it  is  not  out  of  place  for 
me  to  welcome  you  to  this  city,  to  welcome 
you  to  the  blue  sky  and  the  magnificent 
mountains  that  surround  this  city,  and  to 
sunsets  such  as  are  to  be  seen  nowhere 
except,  perhaps,  on  the  bosom  of  the 
ocean.  Every  time  I  come  to  Denver  I 
feel  that  I  would  like  to  again  make  it 
my  home. 

I  wish  you  the  best  of  success,  gentle¬ 
men.  and  in  any  capacity  that  I  can  be 
of  use,  all  you  have  to  do  is  to  let  me 
know,  and  if  it  is  within  my  capability 
or  my  power,  it  will  be  done  cheerfully. 

Chairman  Morris  introduced  to  the  Con¬ 
vention  Secretary  Frank  Morrison,  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Secretary  Morrison — Mr.  Chairman  and 
Delegates:  I  have  very  little  to  say,  other 
than  to  express  my  appreciation  of  this 
opportunity  to  be  part  of  this  great  body 
in  its  First  Annual  Convention.  When  I 
first  became  Secretary  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  I  recognized  that 
there  was  not  that  unity  between  the 
building  trades  and  the  miscellaneous 
trades  there  should  be.  I  felt  there  should 
be  some  way  in  which  the  building  trades, 
instead  of  being  separated  into  organiza¬ 
tions,  should  be  directly  affiliated  with  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  through  the 
Central  Bodies,  and  I  worked  along  that 
line.  Then,  as  you  recollect,  the  sections 
were  formed.  Out  of  that  grew  the  De¬ 
partment. 

I  have  been  heartily  in  favor  of  the 
Building  Trades  Department.  I  want  to 
say  to  the  delegates  and  officers  that  I 
*  will  readily  give  them  every  assistance 
I  can  as  an  officer  and  member  of  the 
\Q  labor  movement.  I  wish  you  great  suc- 
cess.  I  know  you  will  have  it.  You  are 
^  the  fighting  body  of  men  in  this  coun- 
^  try.  That  has  been  brought  about  on 
v'  account  of  your  environment  and  the 
^  class  of  work  you  do.  You  are  a  force 
in  this  country,  and  the  great  labor  move¬ 
ment  has  felt  that  force. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  express  my 
appreciation  for  the  assistance  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Federation  of  Labor  has  received 
from  your  officers,  and  which  we  expect 
will  continue.  I  hope  that  within  a  very 
short  time  the  new  building  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Federation  of  Labor  will  be  erected, 


and  that  officers  of  all  the  Departments 
will  have  ample  accommodations.  I  hope 
also  that  it  will  not  be  very  long  before 
there  will  be  added  to  the  Departments 
we  now  have  other  Departments  that  will 
grow  out  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor. 

Chairman  Morris  introduced  to  the  Con¬ 
vention  Mr.  James  Kirby.  President  of 
the  Building  Trades  Department. 

President-  Kirby — Mr.  Chairman  and 
Fellow  Delegates:  I  will  begin  by  say¬ 
ing.  and  truthfully,  that  I  am  somewhat 
embarrassed.  This  is  the  proudest  mo¬ 
ment  of  my  life,  when  I  am  able  to  call 
together  the  representatives  of  nineteen 
building  trades,  and  to  have  with  us, 
aside  from  that  fact,  the  officers  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor.  For  many 
years  I  have  looked  forward  to  the  time 
when  the  Building  Trades  would  even¬ 
tually  see  that  their  interests  lay  in 
closer  affiliation  than  they  had  in  the 
past.  I  always  believed  the  time  would 
arrive,  but  I  expected  it  would  take  longer 
to  bring  about  the  close  affiliation  we  now 
have  with  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor.  We  have  in  the  last  six  months 
done  some  remarkably  good  work,  and  I 
sincerely  trust  that  nothing  this  Conven¬ 
tion  will  do  will  in  any  way  stop  the 
progress  that  has  been  maintained  in  the 
short  period  of  our  existence. 

I  want  to  assure  President  Gompers 
that  no  act  of  this  Convention  will  tend 
in  the  least  towards  any  disruption  what¬ 
ever  of  that  great  body  he  represents. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  want  to  assure  him 
that  every  move  we  make  will  be  towards 
strengthening  the  bonds  that  bind  us  to¬ 
gether  in  one  great  brotherhood.  And. 
while  we  may  differ  in  opinion  on  some 
trivial  matters,  nothing  can  be  great 
enough  to  cause  the  least  thought  or  the 
least  occasion  for  any  fears  of  what 
Brother  Gompers  intimated  might  possibly 
transpire  in  the  future. 

I  want  to  express  my  appreciation  and 
the  appreciation  of  my  fellow  delegates 
to  the  trade  unionists  of  Denver  for  what 
they  have  done  for  our  comfort  and 
what  they  have  notified  us  they  intend 
to  do  during  our  sojourn  here.  Among 
the  trade  unionists  of  the  country  we  find 
none  we  respect  more  than  the  men  in 
the  West.  Their  hospitality'  is  as  free  and 
open  as  the  sunshine  above  us,  and  their 
good  nature  and  trade  unionism  is  as 
clear  as  the  sparkling  waters  of  their 
mountain  streams. 
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We  have  a  good  deal  of  work  before 
us,  and  I  expect  every  man  in  this  Con¬ 
vention  to  do  his  part  of  it.  I  expect 
every  man  in  this  Convention  to  use  his 
best  endeavors  toward  the  promotion  of 
harmony.  Disputes  will  arise,  matters 
will  come  before  us  that  have  been  in 
dispute  for  years,  but  we  will  deal  with 
them  with  cool,  calm  deliberation,  and 
I  ask  every  one  of  you  to  assist  in  pro¬ 
moting  that  degree  of  harmony  so  neces¬ 
sary  for  bur  continued  prosperity. 

President  Kirby  in  the  chair. 

The  Presiednt  announced  that  while  the 
meetings  would  not  be  open  to  the  public. 
President  Gompers  and  the  members  of 
the  Executive  Council  were  invited  to  attend 
as  often  as  possible. 

President  Kirby  read  the  following 
announcement : 

In  compliance  with  Section  8  of  the 
Constitution,  I  notified  General  President 
Huber,  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters, 
Matt  Comerford,  of  the  International  As¬ 
sociation  of  Steam  Engineers,  and  James 
McHugh,  of  the  Journeymen  Stone  Cut¬ 
ters’  Association  of  North  America,  to 
appoint  one  of  their  delegates-elect  to  act 
on  the  Auditing  and  Credential  Committee. 

President  Huber  appointed  E.  J.  Hen¬ 
derson  ;  President  Comerford  appointed 
Jas.  Hannahan;  Secretary  McHugh  ap¬ 
pointed  Jo  Evans,  who.  following  in¬ 
structions.  appeared  at  the  Albany  Hotel 
on  the  20th  and  proceeded  to  do  the  work 
assigned  to  them. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CRE¬ 
DENTIALS. 

Delegate  Jo  Evans,  for  the  Committee 
on  Credentials,  reported  as  follows: 

Denver,  Colo.,  November  23,  190S. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  First 

Annual  Convention  of  the  Building 

Trades  Department  of  the  American 

Federation  of  Labor. 

We,  your  Committee  on  Credentials  and 
Auditing,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow¬ 
ing  report : 

In  auditing  the  accounts  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Unions  affiliated  with  the  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  Department,  we  find  that  they 
are  entitled  to  representations  as  follows: 

International  Association  of  Bridge  & 
Structural  Iron  Workers,  entitled  to  three 
delegates,  and  have  sent  three — J.  T.  But¬ 
ler,  F.  M.  Ryan  and  J.  H.  Barry. 

Amalgamated  Society  of  Carpenters,  en¬ 
titled  to  three  delegates,  and  have  sent 
three — Wm.  Fyfe,  H.  Crampton  and  A.  C. 
Sanders. 

Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners, 
entitled  to  seven  delegates,  and  have  sent 
seven — Frank  Duffy,  James  Kirby.  D.  F. 
Featherston,  P.  H.  McCarthy,  E.  J.  Hen¬ 
derson,  J.  T.  Cosgrove  and  Dan  Deegon. 


American  Brotherhood  of  Cement  Work¬ 
ers,  entitled  to  three  delegates,  and  have 
sent  three — M.  Goellinitz,  J.  A.  Murray,  T. 
E.  Keough. 

International  Brotherhood  of  Electrical 
Workers,  entitled  to  five  delegates,  and 
sent  five — .T.  J.  McLaughlin,  W.  S.  God- 
shall,  F.  J.  McNulty,  P.  A.  Clifford  and 
S.  J.  Fay. 

International  Union  of  Elevator  Con¬ 
structors,  entitled  to  one  delegate,  and 
sent  one — Frank  Feeney. 

International  Union  Steam  Engineers, 
entitled  to  four  delegates,  and  sent  four 
— A.  M.  Huddell,  Matt  Comerford,  R.  A. 
McKee  and  J.  G.  Hannahan. 

Granite  Cutters’  International  Associa¬ 
tion  of  America,  entitled  to  three  dele¬ 
gates,  and  sent  three — J.  Duncan,  Isaac 
Coombe  and  J.  C’ruickshank. 

International  Union  Wood,  Wire  and 
Metal  Lathers,  entitled  to  two  delegates, 
and  sent  two — W.  J.  McSorley  and  J.  T. 
Taggart. 

International  Association  Marble  Work¬ 
ers.  entitled  to  one  delegate,  and  sent  one 
— W.  V.  Price. 

Amalgamated  Sheet  Metal  Workers’  In¬ 
ternational  Alliance,  entitled  to  four  dele¬ 
gates,  and  have  sent  four — M.  O.  Sullivan, 
E.  Barry,  G.  B.  Powers  and  Thos.  Red¬ 
ding. 

Brotherhood  Painters.  Decorators  and 
Paperhangers,  entitled  to  five  delegates, 
and  have  sent  five — J.  C.  Balhorn,  J.  C. 
Skemp,  Geo.  Hedrick,  E.  Breidenbach  and 
Emile  Arnold. 

United  Association  Journeymen  Plumb¬ 
ers,  Gas  &  Steam  Fitters,  entitled  to  four 
delegates,  and  sent  four — J.  R.  Alpine,  J. 
Cofield,  W.  J  .Spencer  and  Thos.  Badgley. 

International  Association  Steam  and 
Hot  Water  Fitters,  entitled  to  two  dele¬ 
gates,  and  sent  two — W.  F.  Costello  and 
J.  .T.  Sullivan. 

Journeymen  Stone  Cutters’  Association 
of  North  America,  entitled  to  three  dele¬ 
gates,  and  sent  one — Jo  Evans. 

International  Union  Ceramic,  Mosaic 
and  Encaustic  Tile  Layers,  entitled  to  one 
delegate,  and  sent  one — Chas.  H.  Leps. 

Composition  Roofers,  are  entitled  to  on# 
delegate,  and  sent  one — Henry  Sands. 

Your  committee  recommend  that  the 
above  delegates  be  seated. 

International  Union  of  Hod  Carriers 
and  Building  Laborers  are  entitled  to 
three  delegates  and  sent  three. 

The  credentials  presented  by  D.  D’Ales- 
sandro,  J.  Cooper  and  H.  A.  Stemburgh 
were  protested  by  Herman  Lillian  and 
J.  F.  Breen,  who  claim  to  be  the  regularly 
elected  delegates  of  the  organization. 

Your  committee,  after  careful  consider¬ 
ation  and  hearing  both  sides  patiently 
and  disinterestedly,  believe  that  Herman 
Lillian  and  J.  F.  Breen  are  entitled  to 
seats  in  this  Convention,  and  recommend 
that  they  be  seated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

.TO  EVANS,  Chairman; 

JAS.  G.  HANNAHAN. 

E.  J.  HENDERSON,  Secretary, 

Committee. 
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Delegate  Evans — We  would  like  a  little 
more  time  to  consider  the  credentials 
from  the  Ilod  Carriers  and  Building  La¬ 
borers. 

Delegate  Duffy — I  move  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  be  re¬ 
ceived  and  that  the  delegates  they  rec¬ 
ommend  be  seated.  (Seconded  and  car¬ 
ried.) 

President  Kirby  announced  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  following  committees: 


COMMITTEE  ON  RULES  AND  ORDER 
OF  BUSINESS:  Chas.  H.  Leps,  Tile 
Layers;  W.  F.  Costello,  Steam  Fitters; 
Edward  Barry,  Metal  Workers;  A.  M. 
Huddell.  Engineers;  John  T.  Taggart, 
Lathers. 

COMMITTEE  ON  PRESIDENT’S  RE¬ 
TORT:  Wm.  J.  MeSorley,  Lathers;  D.  F. 
Featherston,  U.  B.  Carpenters;  Martin 
Goellnitz,  Cement  Workers;  Walter  Y. 
Price,  Marble  Workers;  Emile  Arnold, 
Painters. 

COMMITTEE  ON  SECRETARY’S  RE¬ 
PORT:  Frank  M.  Ryan,  Iron  Workers; 
R.  A.  McKee,  Engineers;  H.  A.  Stem- 
burgh,  Laborers;  Thos.  Redding,  Metal 
Workers;  Herbert  Crampton,  Amalga¬ 
mated  Carpenters. 

COMMITTEE  ON  EXECUTIVE  COUN¬ 
CIL’S  REPORT:  Geo.  Hedrick,  Brother¬ 
hood  of  Painters  and  Decorators;  A.  C. 
Sanders,  Amalgamated  Carpenters;  Isaac 
Coombe,  Granite  Cutters;  Henry  Sands, 
Composition  Roofers;  S.  J.  Fay,  Brother¬ 
hood  of  Electrical  Workers. 

COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS:  J. 
C.  Skemp,  Painters;  Dan  Deegon.  United 
Brotherhood  Carpenters;  John  H.  Barry, 
Iron  Workers;  James  Cruickshank,  Gran¬ 
ite  Cutters ;  Wm.  S.  Godshall,  Electricians. 

COMMITTEE  ON  LAWS:  John  R.  Al¬ 
pine,  Plumbers;  J.  J.  Sullivan,  Steam  Fit, 
ters;  M.  O.  Sullivan,  Sheet  Metal  Workers; 
Wm.  F.vfe,  Amalgamated  Carpenters;  Elias 
Breidenbach,  Painters. 

COMMITTEE  ON  ORGANIZATION:  J. 
T.  Cosgrove,  United  Brotherhood  of  Car¬ 
penters;  J.  J.  McLaughlin,  Electricians; 
Geo.  B.  Powers,  Metal  Workers;  Thos. 
Badgley,  Plumbers;  Thos.  E.  Keougli, 
Cement  Workers. 

COMMITTEE  ON  ADJUSTMENT :  Frank 
Duffy,  United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters; 
J.  C.  Bahlhorn,  Painters;  James  Duncan. 
Granite  Cutters;  Matt  Comerford,  Steam 
Engineers;  Frank  McNulty,  Electrical 
Workers. 

COMMITTEE  ON  LOCAL  AND  STATE 
ORGANIZATION  :  P.  H.  McCarthy,  United 
Brotherhood  of  Carpenters;  Frank  Fee¬ 
ney,  Elevator  Constructors;  Jo  Evans, 
Stone  Cutters;  John  Coffield,  Plumbers; 
John  T.  Butler,  Iron  Workers. 


Vice-President  Hedrick  presided  while 
President  Kirby  read  the  following  report: 

PRESIDENT’S  REPORT. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  First 

General  Convention  of  the  Building 

Trades  Department  of  the  American  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Labor,  Greeting: 

We  are  now  assembled  to  begin  the 
actual  work  for  which  this  Department 
was  created,  and  I  desire  to  impress  upon 
the  mind  of  every  delegate  here  that  this 
will  be  the  actual  starting  point  of  our 
career,  and  no  future  Convention  will  ever 
face  the  problems  that  now  stand  be¬ 
fore  us. 

Our  membership  has  been  lenient  with 
us  up  to  this  time,  realizing  that  we  did 
not  have  the  time  at  our  first  conference 
to  complete  every  detail ;  but  nine  months 
have  gone  by,  and  we  have  had  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  observe  the  working  of  laws 
we  have  made,  as  well  as  note  our  omis¬ 
sions,  and.  guided  by  our  past  experience, 
we  are  expected  to  bring  forth  a  Constitu¬ 
tion  that  will  give  relief  to  some  of  the 
evils  at  least  that  affect  our  local  unions, 
and  by  so  doing,  strengthen  that  spirit 
of  nationalism  so  woefully  lacking  in  some 
localities. 

All  questions  affecting  the  building 
trades  will  be  dealt  with  by  this  Depart¬ 
ment.  We  have,  in  the  past,  many  times 
complained  that  our  affairs  were  con¬ 
trolled  by  those  who  had  not  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  judging  what  was  for  our  best 
interests.  We  have  succeeded  in  secur¬ 
ing  complete  autonomy  over  all  build¬ 
ing  work,  and  we  are  here  to  demon¬ 
strate  the  fact  that  we  have  the  ability, 
the  experience,  and  the  courage  to  face 
and  to  deal  with  the  problems  that  con¬ 
front  us.  .  , 

The  accumulated  enmity,  engendered 
by  vears  of  trades  disputes,  and  fanned 
to  flames  of  passion  on  the  floor  of  the 
Annual  Conventions  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  must  be  reckoned 
with,  and  while  it  is  beyond  the  dreams 
of  the  greatest  optimist  in  our  midst  to, 
for  one  moment,  expect  to  settle  all  our 
differences,  yet  we  should  be  able  to  pave 
the  way.  leading  to  a  permanent  ad- 
iustment  of  all  trade  disputes  affecting 
our  Internationals.  Many  trivial  disputes 
will  arise  from  time  to  time  that  are  too 
insignificant  for  consideration,  and  should 
be  left  to  the  organization  affected  to  ad¬ 
just.  Work  done  by  different  crafts  vary 
in  localities,  and  this  is  to  be  considered 

al We  must  be  broad  enough  to  realize 
that  our  opponents  have  rights  that  are 
just  and  must  be  respected,  and  brave 
enough  to  support  the  cause  that  our  con¬ 
science  tells  us  is  right. 

Nine  months  ago.  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
at  Washington,  D.  C.,  this  Department 
was  organized,  officers  elected  and  Con¬ 
stitution  written.  The  Executive  Council 
held  a  meeting  immediately  after  the  ad¬ 
journment  of  the  Convention,  and  as  the 
Convention  had  instructed  the  President 
and  Secretary  to  secure  suitable  office 
rooms  in  the  city  of  Washington,  we  were 
ordered  by  the  Executive  Council  fo  open 
up  offices'  not  later  than  April  1st,  and 
to  secure  headquarters  with  the  Feder- 
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ation  of  Labor  if  possible.  We  could  not 
secure  offices  at  the  Federation  of  La¬ 
bor  headquarters,  and,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  our  charter  was  not  issued  until  the 
20th  of  March,  were  unable  to  comply 
with  the  instructions  as  to  opening  an 
office  on  the  1st  of  April. 

But,  on  May  1st,  we  secured  offices  in 
the  Colorado  'Building,  where  we  have 
three  rooms,  one  of  which  is  furnished 
with  a  vault,  and,  altogether,  we  are 
very  comfortably  situated. 

AMERICAN  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR. 

Our  relations  with  the  American  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Labor  have  always  been  of  the 
most  cordial  nature. 

President  Gompers,  Secretary  Morrison, 
as  well  as  the  organizers  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Federation  of  Labor,  have  rendered 
this  Department  material  assistance,  and 
have,  at  all  times,  stood  willing  to  lend 
a  helping  hand  when  the  occasion  pre¬ 
sented  itself. 

THE  STRUCTURAL  BUILDING  TRADES 
ALLIANCE. 

Immediately  after  the  formation  of  the 
Building  Trades  Department,  the  Struct¬ 
ural  Building  Trades  Alliance  held  a  spe¬ 
cial  Convention,  and  instructed  its  officers 
to  close  up  its  business  affairs  as  soon  as 
a  charter  was  issued  to  the  Department. 

On  receipt  of  the  charter,  the  above 
instructions  were  complied  with,  and  I 
may  also  add  that  nearly  all  the  local  al¬ 
liances  at  once  secured  charters  in  the 
Building  Trades  Department. 

As  an  organization,  the  Structural  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  Alliance  ceased  to  exist  after 
the  charter  was  issued  to  the  Building 
Trades  Department. 

INTERNATIONAL  BUILDING  TRADES 
COUNCIL. 

This  organization,  we  are  told,  still  has 
locals  in  two  or  three  cities,  and  we  are 
also  informed  that  at  their  recent  Con¬ 
vention,  held  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  steps  were 
taken  looking  toward  affiliation  with  this 
Department.  At  the  time  of  writing  this 
report  I  am  unable  to  outline  in  any  way 
their  proposition.  I,  however,  anticipate 
the  matter  will  be  placed  before  this  Con¬ 
vention  in  the  regular  way. 

For  the  informatiou  of  the  delegates 
assembled,  I  wish  to  say  that  we  have 
had  considerable  correspondence  with  dif¬ 
ferent  parties  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  looking 
to  the  establishment  of  a  Building  Trades 
Council  affiliated  with  our  Department  in 
that  city.  However,  we  have  rather  dis¬ 
couraged  the  idea,  believing  that  by  so 
doing  we  might  possibly  do  the  cause 
more  injury  than  good,  inasmuch  as  a 
majority  of  the  building  tradesmen  of 
that  city  still  hold  membership  in  the 
local  Building  Trades  Council  affiliated 
with  the  International  Building  Trades 
Council,  and  not  having  at  any  time  a 
sufficient,  or  at  least  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  various  organizations,  I 
decided  that  the  most  good  could  be  ac¬ 
complished  by  waiting  until  such  a  time 
as  that  council  should  come  over  to  us  in 
a  body. 

There  took' part  in  the  formation  of  the 
Building  Trades  Department  at  Washing¬ 
ton  twenty  national  organizations: 


Bridge  and  Structural  Iron  Workers,. 
Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners, 
Amalgamated  Carpenters  and  Joiners,. 
Cement  Workers, 

Electrical  Workers, 

Elevator  Constructors, 

Engineers, 

Granite  Cutters, 

Hod  Carriers, 

Lathers, 

Marble  Workers, 

Painters, 

Metal  Workers, 

Plumbers. 

Steam  and  Hot  Water  Fitters, 

Stone  Cutters, 

Tile  Layers, 

Slate  and  Tile  Roofers, 

Composition  Roofers, 

Asbestos  Workers. 

All  save  the  last  three  named  almost 
immediately  took  out  charters  and  paid 
their  initiation  fees  to  the  Department. 
The  Composition  Roofers  have  recently 
made  application  and  paid  their  initia¬ 
tion.  Considerable  correspondence  has 
passed  between  this  office  and  the  Slate 
and  Tile  Roofers  and  the  Asbestos  Work¬ 
ers.  but  as  yet  they  have  not  seen  fit  to 
affiliate. 

STATE  BUILDING  TRADES  COUNCILS. 

Charters  have  been  issued  to  the  states 
of  California  and  New  Jersey. 

What  the  State  Building  Council  of 
California  has  done  for  the  betterment  of 
the  building  mechanics  needs  no  comment 
on  my  part,  and  is  well  known  to  the 
delegates  here  assembled.  New  Jersey  has 
for  some  time  had  a  state  organization  of 
building  crafts,  and  it  has  been  of  great 
benefit  to  all  connected  with  it,  in  bring¬ 
ing  into  closer  touch  with  each  other  the 
respective  organizations  in  that  line  of 
industry.  I  may  add  that  in  all  cases  our 
chartered  bodies,  state  and  local,  have 
been  instructed  that  they  should  not.  in 
any  way.  trespass  on  the  rights  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Labor  Unions,  and  while  guarding' 
their  own  interests,  be  mindful  of  the 
rights  of  others. 

LOCAL  COUNCILS. 

The  General  Convention,  in  forming  the 
laws,  was  silent  on  the  proposition  as  to 
whether  the  local  unions,  whose  interna¬ 
tionals  were  not  affiliated,  would  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  affiliate  locally  or  otherwise,  and 
inasmuch  as  in  many  localities  different 
local  unions  of  non-affiliated  internationals 
desire  to  affiliate,  and  it  was  the  wish  of 
our  locals  to  have  them  so  affiliate,  the 
Executive  Council  decided  that  where  the 
claims  of  jurisdiction  of  their  work,  etc., 
in  no  way  conflicted  with  the  locals  of  any 
of  our  affiliated  internationals,  they  would 
be  allowed  to  affiliate  locally.  While  this- 
has  been  very  beneficial  in  some  cities, 
there  is  this  matter  to  be  considered: 
That  these  locals  are  paying  nothing  to¬ 
ward  the  support  of  the  international,  re¬ 
ceiving  the  benefits  locally,  and  at  the 
same  time  we  have  no  means  by  which  to 
compel  them  to  continue  their  affiliation 
should  they  desire  at  any  time  to  with¬ 
draw.  Many  demands  have  been  made 
for  local  By-Laws,  which,  on  account  of 
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not  having,  we  have  been  unable  to  fur¬ 
nish  to  our  local  Councils. 

Various  complaints  have  reached  this 
office  at  times  of  locals  of  our  affiliated 
organizations  refusing  to  affiliate  locally, 
or  send  delegates  after  they  have  taken 
steps  to  affiliate.  We  have  also,  at  differ¬ 
ent  times,  had  the  fact  called  to  our  at¬ 
tention  that  our  local  organizations  were 
not  complying  with  our  law  relative  to 
holding  membership  in  the  Central  Labor 
Unions.  I  have  at  all  times  endeavored 
to  secure  the  affiliation  of  our  locals  with 
the  Building  Trades  Department,  and  also 
to  enforce  our  laws  relative  to  affiliation 
of  the  Central  Labor  Union.  It  seems  that 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  has,  in 
the  past,  very  seldom  attempted  to  enforce 
their  Constitutions  on  this  subject,  and 
this  fact  of  allowing  their  subordinate  or¬ 
ganizations  to  follow  their  own  inclina¬ 
tions  regarding  affiliation  has  had  more  or 
less  to  do  with  the  disposition  not  to  af¬ 
filiate  with  the  Central  Labor  Union,  that 
seems  to  prevail  in  many  places. 

Our  local  Councils,  as  at  present  con¬ 
structed,  after  being  chartered,  practically 
are  left  to  themselves.  There  being  no 
tax  received  from  them,  neither  have  they 
anything  to  say  relative  to  the  law's  they 
have  to  comply  with.  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  this  is  entirely  wrong.  I  believe  our 
locals  should  be  allowed  to  send  a  delegate 
to  our  General  Convention,  w'ith  a  voice 
and  a  vote.  I  realize  that  the  general  or¬ 
ganizations  should  not  for  one  moment 
lose  the  management  or  the  control  of  this 
Department,  and  this  can  be  provided 
against  by  allowing  each  delegate  who 
represents  an  international  100  or  200 
votes,  or  as  many  as  desired,  and  each 
delegate  representing  a  local  of  the  state 
body  1  vote.  This  would  not  change  the 
relative  voting  strength  of  the  internation¬ 
als,  and  the  voting  power  of  the  local  and 
state  delegate  would  be  so  small  as  not 
to  be  materially  effective,  and  to  guard 
against  the  viva  voce,  any  delegate  shoum 
have  the  right  to  demand  a  roll  call.  By 
following  the  above  course  arid  by  charg¬ 
ing  each  chartered  organization  a  small 
yearly  tax.  say  $5  or  $10,  the  above  objects 
-can  be  attained. 

While  there  may  be  reasons  why  rep¬ 
resentation  should  not  have  been  allowed 
to  Central  Bodies  in  the  Conventions  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor.  I  do 
not  believe  that  argument  holds  good  here, 
where  we  have  an  almost  complete  unity 
of  interest  and  an  entire  absence  of  ail 
questions  of  political  or  foreign  natures. 
There  should  be  no  question  wThy  we 
should  not  avail  ourselves  of  all  attavn- 
able  ability  and  experience. 

This  Convention  must  make  a  set  of 
rules  for  local  Councils,  so  that,  as  near 
as  possible,  uniform  law's  will  be  pro¬ 
vided,  and  yet  they  must  be  elastic 
enough  to  conform  to  all  conditions  and 
to  ail  localities.  These  law's  must  define 
local  representation.  Perhaps  we  have 
been  asked  oftener  relative  to  the  repre¬ 
sentation  allow'ed  in  local  Councils  than 
any  other  one  question.  To  make  these 
laws  effective  locally,  and  to  give  all  our 
internationals  the  power  to  enforce  them 
in  their  local  organizations,  the  local  law-s 
must  be  submitted  to  the  affiliated  mem¬ 


bership  of  the  local  Building  Trades  Coun¬ 
cils  for  referendum  vote. 

The  Constitutions  of  various  interna¬ 
tionals  provided  that  none  Of  their  mem¬ 
bership  shall  be  required  to  live  up  K> 
or  comply  with  any  laws  that  they  have 
no  part  in  making.  This  Building  Trades 
Council  can  not  deprive  the  membership 
of  any  of  these  rights,  and  if  these  rights 
are  taken  aw’ay  from  the  members  of  local 
unions,  the  general  officers  of  the  inter¬ 
nationals  have  not  the  power  to  compel 
them  to  comply  with  the  local  Building 
Trades  Council  law's. 

This  is  a  very  serious  question,  I  as¬ 
sure  vou.  and  one  this  Convention  can 
not  afford  to  deal  lightly  w'ith,  bearing, 
as  it  does,  on  the  fundamental  principles 
of  an  organization  having  in  mind  alw'ays 
that  our  locals  are  the  source  of  our 
strength,  financially  and  otherwise,  and 
while,  as  representatives  of  internationals, 
unless  we  have  the  confidence  of  our  mem¬ 
bership,  we  are  little  use  here,  and  we 
can  only  maintain  that  confidence  by  re¬ 
specting  the  rights  guaranteed  them  in 
their  Constitutions. 

PHILADELPHIA., 

For  some  years  there  has  existed  in 
Philadelphia  an  organization  known  as  the 
Allied  Building  Trades.  After  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  Building  Trades  Department, 
the  Allied  Trades  made  application  for  a 
charter.  There  w'ere  affiliated  with  the 
allied  Building  Trades  the  following  or¬ 
ganizations  : 

Bridge  and  Structural  Iron  Workers, 
Electrical  Workers, 

Elevator  Constructors, 

Engineers. 

Lathers, 

Sheet  Metal  Workers. 

Plumbers, 

Slate  Tile  Roofers, 

Tile  Layers, 

All  of  these  w'ere  affiliated  nationally. 

The  following  organizations  w'ere  affili¬ 
ated  locally : 

Boilermakers. 

Cedar  Vat  and  Tank  Builders. 

Decorated  Stained  Glass  Workers, 
Mosaic  Workers. 

Terra  Cotta  Workers. 

There  w’ere  several  building  trades  in 
that  city  who  were  not  affiliated  with  the 
Allied  Trades.  These  w'ere: 

Brotherhood  of  Carpenters, 

Steam  Fitters. 

Granite  Cutters. 

Amalgamated  Society  of  Carpenters. 
Journeymen  Stone  Cutters  and  Marble 
Workers. 

These  non-affiliated  trades  have  protested 
very  vigorously  regarding  the, charter  hav¬ 
ing  been  issued  to  the  Allied,  Trades.  I 
might  say  that  I  have  spent  considerable 
time  and  effort  in  order  to  adjust  the  mat¬ 
ter.  and  have  made  several  trips  to  Phila¬ 
delphia  for  that  purpose.  I  had  a  commit¬ 
tee  appointed  from  the  non-affiliated  trades 
and  from  the  Allied  Building  Trades,  who 
have  met  together  and  endeavored  to  ad- 
iust  the  difficulty.  But  to-day.  how'ever, 
the  condition  remains  unchanged.  T  have 
been  assured  that  -this  matter  would  be 
taken  up  on  the  Convention  ,  floor  and  ef¬ 
forts  made  to  have  this  matter  settled,  and 
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inasmuch  as  both  parties  will  be  present, 

1  will  make  no  comment  on  the  situation 
other  than  to  express  my  wish  that  what¬ 
ever  settlement  is  ordered  by  this  Conven¬ 
tion  will  be  complied  with  by  all  parties, 
as  I  have  now,  as  in  the  past,  only  been 
interested  in  doing  the  most  good  for  a 
city  that  needs  a  much  better  organization 
than  they  have  at  the  present  time. 

CITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Many  of  the  Delegates  here,  who  took 
part  in  the  formation  of  this  Departmenv, 
will  remember  the  large  delegation  or 
Building  Tradesmen  from  New  York  who 
attended  that  meeting,  and  asked  that 
when  that  city  was  chartered,  a  charter 
be  issued  to  either  Greater  New  York  or 
that  five  charters  be  issued,  one  to  each 
Borough,  expressing  their  opinion  that 
either  proposition  would  be  satisfactory. 

The  Executive  Council,  after  giving  the 
matter  due  consideration,  decided  to  issue 
the  five  charters,  and  notified  the  various 
organizations  of  New  York  City  to  that 
effect. 

Immediately  a  protest  was  entered  from 
New  York  City,  and  nearly  every  building 
craft  protested  against  the  issuance  of  a 
charter  for  each  Borough,  and  asked  that 
the  Executive  Council  reconsider  their  ac¬ 
tion  and  issue  a  charter  covering  Greater 
New  York.  I  visited  New  York  City  and 
consulted  with  many  members  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  crafts,  and  I  found  that  the  organiza¬ 
tions  were  unanimous  in  their  desire  to 
have  a  Building  Trades  Council  in  that 
city  that  would  cover  the  entire  district, 
and,  under  date  of  August  31st,  I  submit¬ 
ted  the  following  recommendations  to  the 
Executive  Council,  together  with  the  pro¬ 
tests  entered  by  the  Building  Trades  of 
that  city : 

1st.  That  all  applications  now  on  file 
be  returned,  together  with  charter  fee 
paid. 

2nd.  That  the  General  Secretaries  or 
General  Presidents  of  each  affiliated  In¬ 
ternational  be  requested  to  take  the  mat¬ 
ter  up  with  their  District  Council,  if  they 
have  one;  if  not,  with  their  local  union, 
and  instruct  them  to  have  three  (3)  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  their  organization  attend  a 
joint  conference  to  be  called  by  the  under¬ 
signed  in  New  lrork  City  at  as  early  a 
date  as  possible  to  make  application  for  a 
charter  covering  Greater  New  York. 

3rd.  That  an  International  officer  of 
each  affiliated  organization  be  invited  and 
requested  to  be  present  at  that  meeting 
to  assist  and  advise. 

I  may  add  that  the  object  of  having 
the  General  Secretary  or  General  Presi¬ 
dent  notify  their  crafts  is  that  there  be 
no  mistake  as  to  the  parties  invited;  also, 
to  secure  their  co-operation  in  making  the 
movement  a  success. 

The  Executive  Council  complied  with 
the  request,  as  expressed  by  the  organi¬ 
zations  of  New  York,  and  reconsidered 
their  action  as  to  the  issuance  of  five 
charters. 

Having  in  mind  the  numerous  organi¬ 
zations  in  that  city  who  had  no  connec¬ 
tions  witli  any  International  of  any  char¬ 
acter  whatever,  I  decided  that  the  best 
course  to  pursue  would  be  to  have  the 
General  Secretaries  of  the  affiliated  In¬ 


ternationals  notify  their  local  organiza¬ 
tions  in  NewT  York  City  to  assemble  for 
the  purpose  of  making  applications  for 
a  charter.  All  the  General  Secretaries 
complied  with  my  request  and  notified, 
their  organizations  to  appear  at  Brevoort’s 
Hall,  New  York  City,  on  the  19th  of  Octo¬ 
ber.  I  attended  the  meeting  and  had  the 
pleasure  of  receiving  the  application  of 
every  local  organization  in  New  York  City 
with  the  exception  of  two,  and  these  two 
failed  to  receive  instructions,  due  to  the 
fact  of  the  short  notice  that  they  had  re¬ 
ceived.  They  have,  however,  later  notified 
our  office  that  they  would  be  parties  to  the^ 
application.  I  might  say,  however,  that  up 
to  date  the  charter  has  not  been  issued, 
inasmuch  as  the  organizations  have  not,  as 
yet,  notified  us  of  the  name  they  desire  to- 
use  on  their  charter.  They  are,  however, 
working  along  on  their  laws,  and  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  in  a  short  time 
New  York  City  will  have  a  Building  Trades 
Council  that  will  control  the  situation  in 
that  great  city. 

I  could  not  do  otherwise  than  commend 
the  building  mechanics  of  New  York  for 
the  thorough  and  practical  manner  m 
which  they  took  charge  of  the  work  of 
framing  their  laws  to  comply  with  our 
Constitution. 

THE  CITY  OF  BUFFALO. 

For  some  years  past  there  existed  in 
the  city  of  Buffalo  a  Building  Trades 
Section  of  the  Central  Labor  Union.  Dis¬ 
sensions  arose  in  that  body,  and  a  large 
majority  of  the  building  trades  withdrew 
from  the  Central  Labor  Union.  Some  time- 
before  the  Building  Trades  Department 
was  established,  a  charter  was  issued  to* 
a  number  of  organizations  by  the  Struct¬ 
ural  Building  Trades  Alliance.  After  the 
Department  was  created  and  preparations 
made  to  issue  charters,  an  application  was 
received  from  the  organization  known  as 
the  Structural  Building  Trades  Alliance  of 
Buffalo,  and  also  an  application  from  the 
Building  Trades  Section. 

This  matter  came  before  the  Executive 
Council,  and,  after  considerable  discussion, 
it  was  decided  that  the  only  way  by  which 
a  degree  of  harmony  could  be  established1 
was  by  ignoring  both  the  bodies,  calling  a 
Convention  of  the  various  trades,  and  is¬ 
suing  a  charter  to  those  making  applica¬ 
tion.  The  charter  fee  of  the  Buildings 
Trades  Section  and  the  local  Structural  Al¬ 
liance  was  returned  to  them,  and  on  June 
10th  I  called  a  meeting  in  Buffalo,  notify¬ 
ing  every  one  of  the  locals  affiliated  with 
our  Internationals.  I  might  also  add  that 
I  notified  the  General  Secretaries,  asking 
them  to  instruct  their  locals  to  be  present. 
At  that  meeting  the  following  organiza¬ 
tions  made  application  for  a  charter: 

Asbestos  Workers, 

Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners, 
Electrical  Workers, 

Hod  Carriers, 

Building  Laborers, 

Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers, 

Marble  Workers, 

United  Association  of  Plumbers,  Gas- 
and  Steam  Fitters, 

Slate  and  Tile  Roofers. 

Journeymen  Stone  Cutters’  Association, 
.Tile  Roofers  and  Helpers. 
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I  might  also  add  that  the  Bricklayers 
participated,  and  are  members  at  pres¬ 
ent,  or  were  very  x'ecently,  and  we  have 
aiot  been  advised  of  their  withdrawal.  rio 
these  trades  was  issued  a  charter  for  a 
local  in  this  department.  They  were  given 
positive  instructions  on  that  night  that 
they  would  be  required  to  affiliate  at  once 
with  the  Central  Labor  Union.  It  seems, 
however,  that  on  account  of  the  bad  feeling 
existing  that  that  desired  object  has  not 
yet  been  attained,  and  1  can  only  add  that 
the  principle  cause  of  the  lack  of  organiza¬ 
tion  in  the  city  of  Buffalo  is  the  lack  of 
harmony,  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  some 
•of  the  individuals  interested  do  not  seem 
disposed  in  bringing  about. 

riTTSBURG,  PA. 

The  attention  of  this  Convention  was 
•called  to  the  fact  that  in  the  city  of  Pitts¬ 
burg,  Pa.,  thex-e  is  an  organization  which 
has,  or  did  have  at  one  time,  some  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Knights  of  Labor,  and  is, 
1  believe,  known  as  the  Iron  League.  It 
seems  that  in  times  of  trouble,  when  our 
men  strike  for  better  conditions,  these  peo¬ 
ple  immediately  take  their  places,  at  re¬ 
duced  rate  of  wages  and  increased  hoxirs. 
This  matter  lias  deterred  our  men  many 
times  from  bettei’iug  their  conditions  when 
the  opportunity  presented  itself.  I  am  at 
a  loss  to  offer  a  remedy,  but  this  matter 
deserves  consideration.  When  an  organ¬ 
ized  body  of  men  will  deliberately  take 
steps  to  displace  their  fellow-workmen,  it 
•certainly  shows  a  degraded  condition,  and 
the  individuals  who  champion  that  kind  of 
a  movement  ax*e  little  better  than  the  birds 
of  prey  that  feed  upon  the  dead  carcasses 
•of  animals  in  the  fields. 

GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTS. 

I  have  been  called  upon  recently  to  in¬ 
terview  the  government  officials  i*elative  to 
work  having  been  let  to  conti*actors  who 
employed  non-union  men  and  paid  less 
than  the  minimum  rate  of  wages. 

In  every  instance  I  have  been  met  with 
the  statement  that  there  is  no  restriction 
placed  on  contracts  let  by  the  government 
regarding  the  rate  of  wages  to  be  paid, 
but  that  if  the  employes  work  more  than  S 
hours  steps  will  be  taken  at  once  to  stop  it. 

Now,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  if  a 
law  establishing  the  number  of  hours  a 
man  shall  work  on  government  contracts 
can  be  established  and  enforced,  then  a 
law  fixing  the  rate  of  wages  at  not  less 
than  the  recognized  minimum  rate  in  the 
locality  where  the  work  is  done  would 
hold  good;  and  if  some  concerted  action 
on  the  part  of  the  Building  Trades  could 
be  brought  about,  much  good  could  be 
done  in  this  dii'ection,  and  I  am  also  of 
the  opinion  that  it  woxxld  not  be  hard 
to  bring  about  the  passage  of  such  a  law, 
for  the  government,  when  doing  work  it¬ 
self.  always  complies  with  the  local  con¬ 
dition,  with  possible  exceptions,  but  very 
rare  and  easily  adjusted,  and  if  this  could 
be  done  there  would  be  no  troxxble  with 
the  non-union  man.  for.  with  the  question 
of  dollars  and  cents  eliminated,  few  con¬ 
tractors  care  to  be  bothered  with  him.  and 
"the  coui’ts  have  and  do  recognize  the  union 
-scale  as  the  legal  rate.  If  this  were  done. 


we  could  easily  conti-ol  the  situation,  and 
1  recommend  that  the  incoming  officers  b« 
instructed  to  take  such  steps  as  in  their 
judgment  they  deem  proper  toward  se¬ 
curing  the  passage  of  a  law  on  the  lines 
above  mentioned. 

COMPLAINTS. 

Complaints  were  made  to  our  office  by 
the  local  unions  of  the  National  Steam 
Fitters  of  Philadelphia  and  Cincinnati,  and 
the  local  branch  of  Amalgamated  Carpen¬ 
ters  of  Denver,  that  their  delegates  were 
not  allowed  a  seat  in  the  Building  Trades 
Coxincil.  I  have  in  every  instance  ordered 
them  seated  at  once.  The  Philadelphia  lo¬ 
cals  ax*e  parties  to  the  dispute  between  the 
Allied  Trades  and  the  non-affiliated  trades. 

I  instructed  Brother  Spencer,  while  in 
Dayton  last  summer,  to  proceed  to  Cincin¬ 
nati  and  order  the  Building  Trades  Council 
to  seat  the  delegates  from  the  Steam  Fil¬ 
ters.  I  have  heard  no  further  complaints 
from  that  city.  Some  differences  arose  in 
the  Denver  Council  regarding  the  Carpen¬ 
ters,  and  it  seems  that  the  Amalgamated 
Carpenters  were  denied  working  cards.  As* 
Soon  as  this  was  called  to  my  attention, 

I  instructed  the  Denver  Building  Trades 
Council  that  such  action  would  not  be 
permitted,  and  that  no  local  of  an  affili¬ 
ated  International  could  be  deprived  of 
ally  of  the  privileges  of  a  local  Building 
Trades  Council  without  just  and  sufficient 
reasons. 

WORKING  CARDS. 

We  have  had  many  requests  for  work¬ 
ing  cards,  but  up  to  date  have  made  no 
ari’angements  towards  supplying  the  same. 

I  have  given  this  matter  considerable 
study  during  the  past  six  months,  and 
have  corresponded  with  all  the  oi*gan- 
izers  of  the  affiliated  Internationals  that 
I  could  reach.  Twenty-seven  have  replied. 
Twenty-two  of  these  favor  xiniform  work- , 
ing  cards,  to  be  issxxed  nationally,  the  re¬ 
maining  five  being  divided  in  their  recom¬ 
mendation,  but  none  opposing  the  uniform 
card.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  steps 
should  be  taken  to  furnish  all  of  our  local 
councils  with  a  uniform  card,  to  be 
sold  to  them  at  the  cost  of  printing 
and  mailing,  or  this  Department  might 
have  exits  made  for  the  local  coun¬ 
cils  and  allow  them  to  have  them 
printed  themselves,  making  one  side  of  the 
card  identical  over  our  entire  jurisdiction, 
and  the  other  side  local  council  and  mem¬ 
ber’s  craft. 

EMPLOYERS’  LIABILITY. 

I  have,  in  times  past,  called  attention 
of  the  building  tradesmen  to  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  efforts  being  made  to  secure  legis¬ 
lation  in  the  various  states  that  would 
protect  our  members  against  bodily  in¬ 
jury,  as  well  as  against  financial  loss  by 
unscrupulous  employers.  Many  accidents 
could  be  avoided  if  the  employer  were 
given  to  understand  that  he  would  be  held 
financially  as  well  as  criminally  respon¬ 
sible  for  any  injuries  to  any  of  his  em¬ 
ployes.  Then,  I  assure  you,  better  ma¬ 
terial  would  be  furnished  for  false  work, 
and  the  workmen  would  not  be  compelled 
to  take  the  hazardous  risks  that  are  so 
uncalled  for.  If  the  building  crafts  would 
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make  concerted  efforts  through  their  re¬ 
spective  organizations,  I  feel  sure  their 
weight  would  soon  be  felt,  but  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  organization  in  Convention 
assembled  that  has  taken  any  decided 
stand  on  this  question.  If  it  were  possi¬ 
ble  to  abolish  the  casualty  company  and 
make  it  unlawful  to  traffic  any  man’s 
bodily  injuries,  or  protect  the  money-mad 
employers  from  their  own  rashness  and 
indiscretion,  I  feel  a  great  step  would 
have  been  taken  toward  establishing  safer 
conditions  in  the  erection  of  our  large 
buildings,  for  when  the  employer  realizes 
that  the  result  of  his  rashness  will  fall 
upon  his  own  shoulders,  I  assure  you  he 
will  be  far  more  careful  in  conducting  his 
business.  Again,  the  fellow  servant  and 
the  contributory  negligence  act  are  both 
laws  of  rank  injustice  unfortunately  on 
the  statute  books  of  many  of  the  states 
to-day.  The  false  work  used  in  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  the  building  should  be  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Building  Departments, 
as  well  as  the  building  proper,  for  the  lives 
of  the  men  employed  in  the  construction 
of  the  building  are  as  valuable  and  should 
receive  as  much  consideration  and  protec¬ 
tion  as  those  that  occupy  the  edifice  after 
its  completion. 

WANT  OF  SUITABLE  STATE  LAWS.  t 

I  find  in  many  of  the  states  that  the 
building  tradesmen  receive  no  considera¬ 
tion  or  protection  on  the  question  of 
wages.  The  material  man  is  fenced  in 
with  ample  laws,  but  the  laborer  has  no 
recourse  on  the  property  erected,  should 
the  contractor  prove  to  be  financially  not 
responsible.  There  is  no  reason  why 
these  laws  should  be  thus,  and  if  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  men  affected  were  exerted 
even  to  a  small  degree  in  some  concerted 
form,  I  feel  sure  material  results  would 
soon  be  in  evidence,  and  by  asserting  our 
rights,  backed  up  by  a  reasonable  degree 
of  courage  and  good  judgment,  instead 
of  being  supplicants  for  favor,  we  will  be 
the  commanders  of  our  own  positions  to 
the  extent  of  establishing  laws  in  the  in¬ 
terest  of  legal  justice  and  common  hu¬ 
manity. 

CONCLUSION. 

I  have  many  times  called  upon  the  var¬ 
ious  Internationals.  Secretaries  and  Or¬ 
ganizers  for  assistance  in  different  local¬ 
ities,  and  without  exception  the  assist¬ 
ance  asked  for  is  invariably  granted,  amt 
every  national  officer  who  has  been  asked 
to  render  aid  has  never  hesitated  to  go 
as  far  as  the  laws  of  his  organization 
would  permit,  and  I  could  not  single?  oiit 
any  one  of  the  general  officers  for  a 
special  mention  without  doing  injustice 
to  all  the  rest.  Suffice  to  say  that  the 
Building  Trades  Department  has  received 
hearty  support  from  all  concerned. 

We  have  at  the  present  time  75  local 
Building  Trades  Councils.  All  of  these 
are  in  good  working  condition,  and  a  de¬ 
gree  of  harmony  exists  locally  that  has 
not  prevailed  heretofore.  This  is  easily 
explained  by  the  fact  of  the  unanimity 
of  the  general  officers  in  supporting  the 
Department. 

The  different  Internationals  are  to  be 
congratulated  neon  the  way  in  which  they 
have  maintained  their  membership  during 


the  recent  disastrous  panic,  coming,  as  it 
did,  like  a  > clap  of  thunder  from  clear 
skies.  Nearly  all  the  affiliated  unions  held 
their  membership,  while  some  made  ma¬ 
terial  gains,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
after  passing  through  the  throes  of  a 
presidential  election  that  business  will  ad¬ 
just  itself  and  the  country  will  again  re¬ 
sume  normal  conditions,  and  with  the 
Building  Trades  wrorking  in  unison  we 
will  soon  establish  a  chain  of  Building 
Trades  Councils  throughout  the  land  that 
will  compel  the  respect  of  employers  and 
enforce  discipline  among  employes,  thereby 
creating  equal  conditions  among  members 
and  rendering  unfair  and  unjust  compe¬ 
tition  among  employes  impossible,  and 
compelling  every  one,  contractor  and  jour¬ 
neyman  alike,  to  deal  fairly  and  justly 
with  every  one  in  the  land. 

When  conditions  are  established  where¬ 
by  every  man  in  our  jurisdiction  is  com¬ 
pelled  to  carry  a  Building  Trades  Council 
card,  we  may  look  forward  to  a  more 
perfect  condition  among  all  classes  of 
industries,  for  the  building  tradesman  is 
an  aggressive  individual  and  can  never  be 
contented  unless  he  is  engaged  in  better¬ 
ing  himself  and  assisting  others  in  better¬ 
ing  theirs.  The  fear  expressed  by  some- 
that  the  Building  Trades  will  segregate 
and  desert  the  general  labor  movement  is 
entirely  groundless.  No  individual  on 
earth  is  more  independent  and,  at  the 
same  time,  generous  than  the  man  who 
works  in  the  open  air.  He  works  for  the 
shrewdest  class  of  employers  on  earth;  he 
is  surrounded  by  danger,  and  has  to  con¬ 
tend  with  elements  of  Nature  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  seasons  of  the  year.  He  is  alive  to 
his  own  needs,  and  though  he  may  some¬ 
times  be  arrogant,  he  is  always  ready 
to  extend  a  helping  hand  to  aid  those 
less  fortunate,  and  can  always  be  relied 
upon  to  do  his  duty  in  the  labor  move¬ 
ment,  and  anyone  expressing  fears  to  the 
contrary  only  shows  a  lack  of  knowledge 
of  the  question  he  discusses. 

And,  in  closing.  I  desire  to  thank 
my  associate  officers.  Secretary-Treasurer 
Spencer,  President  Gompers,  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  and  especially  the  general  officers 
of  the  Affiliated  Internationals,  for  their 
assistance  and  words  of  encouragement, 
and  assuring  you  all  that  working  in  con¬ 
junction  with  such  men  as  1  have,  my 
task,  no  matter  how  arduous,  could  not 
be  otherwise  than  pleasant. 

I  believe  no  man,  placed  in  the  same 
position,  could  have  been  more  fair  or 
impartial  than  I  have  been.  and  all  my 
efforts  have  been  put  forth  to  do  the- 
greatest  good  for  the  greatest  number. 

Again  thanking  voxi  all,  T  remain. 
Obediently  vours. 

.TAMES  KIRBY. 

President.  Building  Trades  Department. 

American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Delegate  McNulty — I  move  that  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  President  be  received  and  the1 
different  subjects  referred  to  the  commit¬ 
tees  having  jurisdiction  thereon.  (Sec¬ 
onded.) 

Delegate  Duffy — Have  we  not  a  Commit¬ 
tee  on  President’s  Report? 

Delegate  McNulty — I  withdraw  the  for- 


REPORT  OF  PROCEEDINGS. 


11 


mer  motion  and  move  that  the  report  be 
received  and  referred  to  tlie  Committee 
on  President’s  Report.  (Seconded  and 
■carried.) 

President  Kirby  in  the  chair. 

Secretary  Spencer  read  the  following  re¬ 
port  : 


REPORT  OF  THE  GENERAL  SECRE¬ 
TARY-TREASURER  OF  THE  FINAN¬ 
CIAL  AFFAIRS  OF  THE  BUILDING 
TRADES  DEPARTMENT,  AMERICAN 
FEDERATION  OF  LABOR. 


RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS 
FROM  FORMATION  UP  TO  AND 
INCLUDING  SEPT.  30.  190S. 


RECEIPTS  OF  AFFILIATED  INTER¬ 
NATIONAL  UNIONS. 


International  Association  Bridge 
Structural  Iron  Workers. 

190S 

Mch.  20  Charter  fee . $100.00 

Apr.  30  Per  capita  tax...  25.00 

May  31  Per  capita  tax...  25.00 

June  30  Per  capita  tax...  25.00 

July  31  Per  capita  tax...  25.00 

Aug.  31  Per  capita  tax . . .  25.00 

Sept.  30  Per  capita  tax...  25.00 


and 


$  250.00 


Amalgamated  Society  of  Carpenters  and 

Joiners. 


1908 

Apr. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 


1 

Charter  fee . 

$100.00 

30 

Per  capita  tax... 

16.25 

31 

Per  capita  tax. . . 

16.25 

30 

Per  capita  tax . . . 

16.25 

31 

Back  tax . 

28.12 

31 

Per  capita  tax. . . 

25.63 

31 

Per  capita  tax. . . 

25.63 

30 

Per  capita  tax... 

25.62 

$ 


253.75 


United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and 
Joiners  of  America. 

1908 

Apr.  1  Charter  fee . $100.00 

Apr.  30  Per  capita  tax...  425.00 

May  31  Per  capita  tax...  425.00 

June  30  Per  capita  tax...  400.00 

July  31  Per  capita  tax...  430.00 

Aug.  31  Per  capita  tax...  425.00 

- -  $2,205.00 


American  Brotherhood 
Workers. 


190S 

Apr.  1 
Apr.  30 
May  31 
Jrune  30 
June  30 
July  31 
Aug.  31 


Charter  fee . 

Per  capita  tax. . 
Per  capita  tax. . 
Per  capita  tax. . 

Supplies . 

Per  capita  tax.. 
Per  capita  tax.,. 


of  Cement 


$100.00 

15.00 


22.50 

22.50 

13.50 

22.50 
22.50 


c4 


$  21S.50 


International  Brotherhood 
Workers. 


1908 

Apr.  30 
Apr.  30 
May  31 
June  30 
July  31 
Aug.  31 


Charter  fee . 

Per  capita  tax.. 
Per  capita  tax.. 
Per  capita  tax.. 
Per  capita  tax . . 
Per  capita  tax.. 


of  Electrical 


$100 

81 

81 

81 

81 

81 


00 


International  Union  of  Elevator  Con¬ 
structors. 

1908 

Apr.  30  Charter  fee _ .  $100  00 

Apr.  30  Per  capita  tax...  G.G0 

May  31  Per  capita  tax...  6.60 

June  30  Per  capita  tax...  G.15 

July  31  Per  capita  tax...  6.07  . 

Aug.  31  Per  capita  tax...  5.96 

Sept.  30  Per  capita  tax . . .  5.81 

-  $  137.19 


Interantional  Union  Steam  Engineers. 
1908 

Apr. .  1  Charter  fee .  $100.00 

Apr.  30  Per  capita  tax . . .  40.50 

May  31  Per  capita  tax...  40.75 

.Tune  30  Per  capita  tax...  40.75 

July  31  Per  capita  tax...  40.75 

Aug.  31  Per  capita  tax . . .  40.75 

- -  $  303.50 


Granite  Cutters’  International  Association 
of  America. 

1908 

Apr.  1  Charter  fee . $100.00 

Apr.  30  Per  capita  tax...  32.50 

May  31  Per  capita  tax...  32.50 

June  30  Per  capita  tax...  32  50 

July  31  Per  capita  tax...  32.50 

Aug.  31  Per  capita  tax . . .  32.50 

Sept.  30  Per  capita  tax...  32.50 

-  $  295.00 


International  Union  of  Hod  Carriers  and 
Building  Laborers. 

190S 

Apr.  1  Charter  fee . $100.00 

Apr.  30  Per  capita  tax...  30.00 

May  31  Per  capita  tax...  30.00 

.Tune  30  Per  capita  tax...  30.00 

July  31  Per  capita  tax...  24.92 

Aug.  31  Per  capita  tax..5.  24.92 

Sept.  30  Per  capita  tax...  24.92 

- $  264.76 


International  Union  Wood,  Wire  and 
Lathers. 


1908 


Apr. 

1 

Apr. 

30 

May 

31 

•Tune 

30 

July 

31 

Aug. 

31. 

Sept. 

30 

Oct. 

31 

Nov. 

30 

Charter  fee .  $100.00 

Per  capita  tax...  15.00 

Per  capita  tax...  15.00 

Per  capita  tax...  15.00 

Per  capita  tax...  15.00 

Per  capita  tax . . .  15.00 

Per  capita'  tax  ...  15.00 

Per  capita  tax...  15,00 
Per  capita  tax . . .  15.00 


Metal 


220.00 


International  Association  of  Marble 
Workers. 


1908 


Apr. 

1 

Charter  fee. . . . 

..  $100.00 

Apr. 

30 

Per  capita  tax. 

5.62  ' 

May 

31 

Per  capita  tax. 

5.62 

.Tunc 

30 

Per  capita  tax. 

5.64 

July 

31 

Per  capita  tax. 

5.60 

Aug. 

31 

Per  capita  tax. 

5.65 

$  506.25 


$  128.13 
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Amalgamated  Sheet  Metal  Workers’  Inter¬ 
national  Alliance. 

190S 


Apr. 

1 

Charter  fee. . . 

..  $100.00 

Apr. 

30 

Per  capita 

ta  x 

. .  40.20 

May 

31 

Per  capita 

tax. 

. .  40.10 

June 

30 

Per  capita 

tax. 

40.25 

July 

31 

Per  capita 

tax 

40.  (X) 

Aug. 

31 

Ter  capita 

tax 

. .  40.15 

$  300.70 


Brotherhood  of  Painters  and  Decorators. 
1908 

Apr.  1  Charter  fee . $100.00 

Apr.  30  Per  capita  tax...  155.71 

May  31  Per  capita  tax...  162.94 

June  30  Per  capita  tax...  157.30 

July  31  Per  capita  tax...  160.07 

Aug.  31  Per  capita  tax...  154.86 

-  $  S90.8S 


United  Association  Journeymen  Plumbers, 
Gas  and  Steam  Fitters  and  Steam 
Fitters’  Helpers. 

1908 


Apr. 

1 

Charter  fee . 

$100.00 

Apr. 

30 

Per  capita  tax... 

45.00 

May 

31 

Per  capita  tax... 

45.00 

June 

30 

Per  capita  tax... 

45.00 

July 

31 

Per  capita  tax... 

45.00 

Aug. 

31 

rer  capita  tax... 

45.00 

$  325.00 

Internati 

onal  Association 

of  Steam  and 

Hot  Water  Fitters  and  Helpers. 


1908 


Apr. 

1 

Charter  fee. . . . 

..  $100.00 

Apr. 

30 

Per 

capita  tax. 

14.00 

May 

31 

Per 

capita  tax. 

14.00 

June 

30 

Per 

capita  tax. 

14.00 

July 

31 

Per 

capita  tax. 

14.00 

Aug. 

31 

Per 

capita  tax. 

14.00 

$  170  00 


Journeymen  Stone  Cutters’  International 
Association  of  North  America. 

Apr.  1  Charter  fee .  $100.00 

1908 


Apr.  30  Per  capita  tax...  21.25 

May  31  Per  capita  tax...  21.40 

June  30  Per  capita  tax...  20.00 

July  31  Per  capita  tax...  21.27 

Aug.  31  Per  capita  tax...  21.50 

-  $  205.42 


International  Union  Ceramic.  Mosaic  and 
Encaustic  Tile  Layers. 

1908 


Apr. 

1 

Charter  fee.... 

..  $100.00 

Apr. 

30 

Per  capita  tax. 

4.3S 

May 

30 

Per  capita  tax. 

4.38 

June 

30 

Per  capita  tax. 

4.25 

July 

31 

Per  capita  tax. 

4.25 

Aug. 

31 

Per  capita  tax 

4.25 

Sept. 

30 

Per  capita  tax 

4.25 

-  $  125.76 

Total  . 

Note — The  Composition  Roofers  have, 
since  the  compilation  of  this  Report,  made 
application  in  the  regular  form,  and  have 
paid  per  capita  tax  since  the  1st  of  April. 
1908,  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution. 


RECEIPTS  FROM  LOCAL  COUNCILS. 


Kalispell,  Mont . $  10.00 

Trenton,  N.  J .  11.50 

Aurora,  111 .  10.00 

Hudson  County,  N.  J .  10.00 

Baltimore,  Md .  10.00 

Cedar  Rapids,  la .  12.50 

Springfield,  Mass .  10.00 

Ely,  Nev .  10.00 

Providence,  R.  I .  11.25 

Kansas  City,  Mo .  21.50 

Kenosha.  Wis .  12.75 

Jacksonville.  Fla .  10.00 

Montgomery,  Ala .  7.50 

Indianapolis,  Ind .  10.00 

Cincinnati,  0 .  12.50 

Worcester,  Mass .  10.00 

Oshkosh,  Wis .  10.00 

Superior,  Wis .  10.00 

Philadelphia,  Pa .  10.00 

South  Bend,  Ind .  14.75 

Alton.  Ill .  14.50 

Waterloo.  Ia .  10.00 

Omaha.  Neb .  10.00 

Birmingham.  Ala .  10.00 

Denver.  Colo .  10.00 

McAllister,  Ok  la .  10.00 

New  Rochelle,  N.  Y .  14.95 

Scranton,  Pa .  14.75- 

Spokane,  .  Wash .  10.00 

Holyoke.  Mass .  10.00 

Minneapolis,  Minn .  10.00 

Ottawa,  Ill .  10.00 

Orange,  N.  J .  10.00 

Boston.  Mass .  10.00 

Detroit,  Mich .  10.00 

Elmira,  N.  Y _ • .  10.00 

New  Orleans.  La .  10.00 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich .  10.00 

Rahway,  N.  J .  10.00 

Ridgewood.  N.  J .  10.00 

Memphis,  Tenn .  10.00 

Vancouver.  B.  C .  14.45 

Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y .  10.60 

Washington,  1).  C .  10.00 

Buffalo,  N.  Y .  10.00 

Dayton.  Ohio .  10.00 

Plainfield,  N.  J  *. .  10.00 

Elizabeth.  N.  J .  10.00 

Belleville.  Ill . 10.00 

Montclair,  N.  J .  12.00 

Cleveland.  Ohio . 14.88 

Atlanta,  Ga .  10.00 

Reno,  Nev .  10.00 

Little  Rock.  Ark .  10.00 

Colorado  Springs,  Colo....  10.00 

Pittsburg,  Pa .  10.00- 

Rock  Island.  Ill....! .  10.00 

Portland.  Ore . . .  10.00 

Passaic,  N.  J .  10.00 

Paterson,  N.  J . 10.00 

Louisville.  Ky .  10.00 

Toronto,  Out .  10.00 

Stamford,  Conn .  10.00 

Binghamton.  N.  Y .  10.00 

State  Building  Trades 

Council  of  California .  10.00 

St.  Cloud,  Minn .  10.00 

Hamilton.  Out . 10.00 

Milwaukee,  Wis .  10.00 

Port  Jervis,  N.  J .  10.00 

Brooklyn.  N.  Y .  10.00 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah .  10.00 

Port  Chester,  N.  Y .  10.00 


Total  .  $  770.3S 
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MISCELLANEOUS  RECEIPTS. 

1908. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y . $  10.00 

Brooklyn.  N.  Y .  10.00 

Buffalo,  N.  Y .  10.00 

Cleveland,  Ohio .  10.00 

New  York  City.  N.  Y .  10.00 

New  York  City  (Borough 

Queens)  .  10.00 

U.  S.  Express  (refund) _  2.25 

St.  Louis,  Mo .  10.00 

- -  $  72.25 

RECEIPTS  TOTAL  BROUGHT  FOR¬ 
WARD. 


International  Unions . $6,799.84 

Local  Councils .  770.38 

Miscellaneous  .  72.25 


Total  .  $7,642.47 

ITEMIZED  STATEMENT  OF  GENERAL 
EXPENDITURES. 

Convention  Expense. 


February  15,  1908.  stenog¬ 
rapher  . $  6.00 

February  15.  1908,  Tele¬ 

grams,  Postage,  Hauling, 

etc .  15.50 

February  17.  1908,  Rent 

(Typographical  Temple).  35.00 

February  18,  1908,  A.  F.  of 

L.  (Charter  Fee) .  10.00 

February  18.  1908,  Trades 
Unionist  (Printing  Con¬ 
stitutions)  .  16.10 


Special,  March,  1908,  Win.  .T. 

Spencer  (Cincinnati  and 
return,  Columbus  and  re¬ 
turn.  re  Charters .  19.20 

Office  Rent  and  Office  Ex¬ 
pense  .  472.75 

Seals  .  134.25 

Stationery  .  61.25 

Expressage  .  40.02 

Towel  Supply .  7.50 

Printing  . 830.15 

Organizing  Expense .  935.25 

Executive  Council  Meet¬ 
ing  .  339.50 

Postage  .  161 .60 

Telephone  .  29.93 


Telegraph  .  39.67 

Office  Furniture .  551.10 

Insurance  . .'.  3.30 

Fidelity  Casualty  Co.  (Pre¬ 
mium  on  Bondi .  20.00 

Sloan  &  Co.  (Machine) .  13.00 

Refunds  . 40.00 

Stenographers’  Salaries _  656.50 

James  Kirby  (Salary) . 1.100.00 

Wm.  J.  Spencer  (Salary) ..  1.000.00 
Miscellaneous  .  43.70 


Total  .  $6,581.48 

STATEMENT  OF  MONTHLY  RECEIPTS 
AND  EXPENDITURES. 


Expendi- 


1908. 

Receipts. 

tures. 

Februarv . 

March . 

.8  120.00 

.  257  35 

April . 

.  1.346.88 

.  764.87 

May . 

.  2.126.59 

.  1.918.87 

.Tune . 

.  1,278.30 

July . 

.  925.35 

.  612.85 

August . . . 

.  670.39 

.  744.53 

September 

.  1.732.51 

.  922.11 

Total.... 

$6,581.48 

1  ( E  C  A  P I T  U  L  A  T  ION. 

Receipts  from  Interna¬ 
tional  Unions . $6 , 799 .84 

Receipts  from  Local  Coun¬ 
cils  .  770.38 

Miscellaneous  Receipts....  72.25 

— - -  $7,642.47 

Total  Disbursements _  6,581.48 

Balance  on  hand  Octo¬ 
ber  1.  1908 .  $1,060.99 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  J.  SrENCER, 
Secreta  ry -Treasurer. 

On  motion  the  report  was  referred  to 

the  Committee  on  Secretary’s  Report. 

On  motion  of  Delegate  Duffy  the  Con¬ 
vention  was  adjourned  at  12  o’clock  to  re¬ 
convene  at  2  o’clock  p.  m. 


FIRST  DAY — Monday  Afternoon  Session 


The  Convention  was  called  to  order  at 
2  o’clock  p.  m.,  Monday,  November  23d, 
President  Kirby  in  the  chair. 

Secretary  Spencer  read  the  following 
report : 

REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COUN¬ 
CIL  BUILDING  TRADES  DEPART¬ 
MENT.  AMERICAN  FEDERATION  OF 
LABOR. 

Denver,  Colo.,  November  23,  1908. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  First 
Annual  Convention  of  the  Building 
Trades  Department  of  the  American  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Labor. 

Greeting:  Your  Executive  Council  here¬ 
with  presents  the  following  report: 


Immediately  following  the  adjournment 
of  the  Organizing  Convention  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C..  your  Executive  Council  held 
a  meeting  at  the  Ebbitt  House,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  at  8:30  p.  m.,  Saturday 
evening.  February  15th. 

The  question  of  establishing  headquar¬ 
ters  in  the  City  of  Washington,  as  di¬ 
rected  by  the  Convention,  was  taken  up 
for  consideration,  and  it  was  finally  agreed 
that  offices  should  be  opened  and  estab¬ 
lished  in  the  headquarters  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  on  or  before  April  1, 
1908,  provided  that  suitable  rooms  and  ac¬ 
commodations  could  be  secured. 

The  officers  of  the  Department  were  di¬ 
rected  to  carry  out  the  instructions  of 
the  Executive  Council  in  connection  witn 
this  matter,  but  it  was  found  to  be  im- 
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practicable  to  close  up  the  affairs  of  the 
Department  in  the  city  of  Dayton,  Oh»o, 
earlier  than  May  1st. 

On  this  matter  being  reported  to  the 
Executive  Council,  it  was  unanimously 
decided  that  the  officers  move  as  early  as 
convenient,  whereupon  the  transfer  of 
office  furniture  and  equipment  was  ef¬ 
fected  about  the  first  of  May.  On  ar¬ 
riving  in  Washington  it  was  discovered 
that  sufficient  room  could  not  be  pro¬ 
cured  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Federation  of  Labor,  so  that  the 
officers  were  compelled  to  secure  quarters 
in  the  Colorado  Building,  which  in  turn 
were  duly  opened  on  or  about  the  first  of 
May. 

The  Secretary  asked  instructions  of  the 
Executive  Council  as  to  a  suitable  design 
for  a  seal  and  insignia  for  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  but  the  opinion  prevailed,  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
should  be  consulted  in  the  premises  and 
some  mutual  agreement  worked  out  of  a 
satisfactory  nature.  These  instructions 
were  carried  out,  and  by  and  with  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  President  Gompers,  a  seal  was 
designed,  bearing  the  title  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Federation  of  Labor  on  the  outer  cir¬ 
cle,  and  the  Building  Trades  Department, 
with  the  date  of  its  organization,  on  inner 
circle;  these  to  surround  the  globe  and 
clasped  hands  of  the  seal  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor. 

The  question  of  granting  charters  to  the 
existing  Local  Alliances,  Building  Trade 
Sections  and  state  bodies  was  taken  up  for 
consideration,  and,  on  motion,  it  was 
unanimously  agreed  that  all  central  bodies 
be  required  to  observe  the  provisions  of 
the  General  Constitutions  when  making  ap¬ 
plication  for  affiliation  with  the  Building 
Trades  Department. 

The  attention  of  the  delegates  was  drawn 
to  the  fact  that  the  Convention  had  failed 
to  fix  a  basis  of  representation  in  Local 
Councils  to  serve  as  a  guide  to  new  Coun¬ 
cils  in  organizing,  and  after  due  consid¬ 
eration  the  following  plan  seemed  to  be 
generally  agreeable,  and  it  was  suggested 
that  the  members  of  the  Council  and  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Department  recommend  this 
basis  of  representation  to  all  inquiries  on 
this  subject: 


BASIS  OF  REPRESENTATION  IN 
LOCAL  COUNCILS. 


100  members  or  less, 
200  members  or  more, 
400  members  or  more, 
800  members  or  more, 
1.000  members  or  more, 
3.200  members  or  more, 
0,400  members  or  more, 
12.800  members  or  more, 


3  delegates. 

4  delegates. 

5  delegates. 
0  delegates. 

7  delegates. 

8  delegates. 

9  delegates. 
10  delegates. 


In  no  case  shall  more  than  ten  (10)  dele¬ 
gates  be  allowed  each  craft. 

Your  Executive  Committee  is  of  the  opin¬ 
ion  that  the  above  set  forth  basis  on  rep¬ 
resentations  is  equitable  and  just,  es¬ 
pecially  since  it  is  in  line  with  that  pre¬ 
vailing  in  the  Department,  and 


We  herewith  recommend: 

The  adoption  of  tins  plan  of  representa¬ 
tions  and  the  incorporation  of  the  same 
in  the  General  Constitution. 

Under  date  of  March  31,  J908,  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Secretary  and  Treasurer  notified  the 


members  of  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
receipt  of  various  applications  for  charters, 
the  drafting  and  lithographing  of  the  offi¬ 
cial  charter  of  the  Building  Trades  Depart¬ 
ment  and  the  time  of  delivery  of  these  to 
general  office. 

At  the  same  time  the  board  advised  the 
receipt  of  communication  from  President 
Gompers,  stating  that  the  Executive  Coun¬ 
cil  had  acted  favorably  upon  the  issuance 
of  the  charter,  but  for  the  better  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  delegates,  the  communication 
is  herewith  quoted : 

Washington,  D.  C.,  March  20,  1908. 

Mr.  Wm.  J.  Spencer,  Secretary- Treas¬ 
urer,  Building  Trades  Department,  Amer¬ 
ican  Federation  of  Labor,  Dayton,  Ohio: 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother — The  application 
submitted  by  you  and  others  on  behalf  of 
the  Building  Trades  Department  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  for  a  cer¬ 
tificate  of  affiliation,  came  duly  to  hand, 
and  in  compliance  with  the  request,  and 
in  conformity  with  the  action  of  the  Nor¬ 
folk  Convention  of  the  American  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Labor,  we  take  pleasure  in  issuing 
the  same. 

The  action  of  the  Norfolk  Convention 
upon  this  subject  was  upon  report  and 
recommendation  of  a  committee  consti¬ 
tuted  entirely  of  representatives  of  build¬ 
ing  trades  union.  The  committee  reported 
having  given  the  subject  its  earnest  con¬ 
sideration,  and  expressed  its  belief  to  be 
that  the  form  of  building  trades  sections 
or  alliances,  whether  local  or  national, 
should  be  under  one  head,  and  in  full  affili¬ 
ation  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
The  committee  recommended,  and  the 
Convention  unanimously  adopted,  the  rec¬ 
ommendation,  which  was  as  follows : 

That  a  Department  of  Building  Trades 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  be 
created ;  said  Department  to  be  chartered 
by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  to 
be  composed  of  bona  fide  National  and 
International  Building  Trades  Organiza¬ 
tions,  duly  chartered  as  such  by  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Federation  of  Labor  and  to  be  given 
autonomy  over  the  Building  Trades,  with 
authority  to  issue  charters  to  local  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  Sections,  said  Sections  and  Cen¬ 
tral  Body  to  be  affiliated  to  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  to  be  composed  of 
bona  fide  local  unions  and  recognized  as 
such  in  the  Building  Trades. 

We  further  recommend  that  all  local 
unions  of  the  Building  Trades  Section 
shall  be  affiliated  with  Central  Bodies  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Permit  me  to  extend  to  the  Building 
Trades  Department  of  the  American  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Labor  a  hearty  welcome  in  the 
ranks  of  our  great  trade  union  movement 
under  the  banner  of  the  American  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Labor,  and  to  take  this  opportunity 
of  sincerely  expressing  the  hope  that  the 
Department  may  be  entirely  successful  and 
fulfill  the  highest  hopes  and  aspirations 
its  most  devoted  adherents  anticipate.  For 
my  colleagues  and  myself,  I  can  but  give 
the  assurance  that  we  shall  exert  our  every 
effort  to  aid  wherever  possible  in  the  ful¬ 
fillment  of  that  purpose. 

You  will  not  fail  to  bear  in  mind,  nor 
perhaps  is  it  necessary  that  I  should  do 
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more  than  refer  to  the  fact  that  the 
Building  Trades  Department  is  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  federated  idea  of  the  trade 
union  movement  in  the  several  depart¬ 
ments  of  industry,  applied  now  to  the 
Building  Trades.  Efforts  in  this  direc¬ 
tion  were  made  by  the  Metal  Trades,  but, 
owing  to  the  circumstances  unnecessary 
to  enumerate,  it  failed  of  its  purpose. 
Since  the  formation  of  the  Building  Trades 
Department,  the  Metal  Trades  Department 
has  been  revived,  and.  in  all  likelihood, 
will  be  as  closely  allied  and  affiliated  to 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  as  is 
now  the  Building  Trades  Department. 

My  only  purpose  in  making  reference 
to  the  matter  here  is  to  impress  upon  all 
whom  it  may  concern,  that  much  of  the 
future  orderly  development  and  growth 
of  the  trade  union  movement  upon  the 
lines  of  the  Building  Trades  Department 
and  the  Metal  Trades  Department,  and 
such  other  Departments  of  industry  com¬ 
posed  of  National  and  International  Trade 
Unions,  will  depend  upon  not  only  the 
ability  of  the  men  entrusted  with  the 
administration  of  these  Departments,  In¬ 
ternational  and  Local,  but  particularly 
upon  their  devotion  to  the  underlying  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  trade  union  movement  and 
the  Federation  of  Labor  of  our  continent; 
for  upon  the  demonstration  that  depart¬ 
ments  of  various  industries  can  be  suc¬ 
cessfully  conducted  in  full  co-operation 
with  each  other  in  federation,  which  rec¬ 
ognizes  the  identity  of  the  interests  of 
labor;  the  interdependence  of  workmen 
upon  workmen,  and  that  in  the  last  anal¬ 
ysis  we  have  one  purpose  and  one  goal, 
we  shall  then  disappoint  enemies  of  our 
movement  and  bring  hope,  encouragement 
and  success  to  our  fellow  workers,  our  fel¬ 
low  unionists. 

In  addition,  let  me  say,  that  it  will  prove 
conclusively  that  the  carping  critics  of  our 
movement  who  charge,  or  insinuate,  that 
the  trade  union  movement  does  not  pro¬ 
gress.  advance  or  develop,  is  baseless  and 
a  mischievous  untruth.  It  may  not  be  un¬ 
interesting  to  recall  that  fact  that  in  the 
report  which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  to 
the  St.  Louis  Convention  to  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  held  in  1888,  I  took 
occasion  to  express  the  following : 

“The  thought  has  frequently  occurred  to 
me  whether  in  the  near  future  the  basis 
of  our  Federation  should  not  be  modeled 
upon  a  somewhat  different  basis  from  the 
present  one.  by  having  the  various  indus¬ 
tries  classified  by  the  divisions  of  these 
industries;  such  as,  for  instance,  the  iron, 
steel  or  metal  industry  to  have  a  Conven¬ 
tion  of  the  representatives  of  all  the  trade 
unions  in  that  industry;  the  building 
trades  to  have  their  Convention  of  the 
representatives  of  the  unions  in  their  trade, 
the  railroad  employes  theirs,  and  so  on, 
each  legislating  upon  the  questions  that 
affect  the  general  interests  of  their  partic¬ 
ular-trades  and  interests;  these  industrial 
divisions  to  be  in  turn  represented  by  their 
proportionate  number  of  delegates  in  the 
Convention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  and  a  representative  of  each  in¬ 
dustry  elected  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Council. 

The  Conventions  of  the  industrial  di¬ 
visions  might  be  held  simultaneously  in 
different  halls,  of  course,  but  in  the  city 


in  which  the  Federation  would  hold  its 
Convention  immediately  after  their  ad¬ 
journment.  The  idea  may  not  be  prac¬ 
tical  for  immediate  adoption,  but  discus¬ 
sion  of  it  can  only  lead  to  good  results. 
One  thing  is  certain — the  autonomy  of 
each  trade  and  industrial  division  would 
thus  be  more  firmly  secured.” 

It  will,  therefore,  be  observed  that  the 
thought  of  just  such  industrial  divisions 
of  industrial  departments  as  the  Buildjng 
Trades  or  Metal  Trades,  or  others  within 
the  Federation,  is  not  a  new  idea  brought 
about  by  what  any  antagonist  to  our 
movement  might  charge  or  insinuate;  and 
yet  perhaps  the  thought  expressed  in  that 
recommendation,  the  recommendation  of 
twenty  years  ago,  the  action  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Federation  of  Labor  at  Norfolk,  the 
conference  held  since,  are  all  of  them  a 
series  of  steps  in  the  great  development  of 
the  American  trade  union  movement;  ami 
that  even  today  we  are  some  distance  from 
the  full  realization  of  what  we  hope  to  ac- 
comnlish. 

It  is  clearly  understood  that  in  issuing 
a  charter  to  the  Building  Trades  Depan 
ment,  it  is  in  compliance  with  the  di¬ 
rections  and  upon  the  conditions  set  forth 
by  the  Norfolk  Convention  of  the  Amei  - 
ican  Federation  of  Labor.  When  this  en¬ 
tire  subject  matter  was  under  discussion 
at  Norfolk,  a  number  of  questions  were 
asked  and  authoritative  answers  given,  and 
upon  which  action  of  the  Convention  was 
based. 

I  shall  cause  to  be  forwarded  to  you 
an  authentic  transcript  of  the  stenog¬ 
rapher’s  notes  of  the  statements,  questions 
and  answers,  which  1  trust  will  form  a 
part  of  the  archives  of  your  Department. 

Again  expressing  the  hope  for  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  Building  Trades  Department 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  I 
am,  Fraternally  yours, 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  COMPELS. 
President,  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Immediately  following  the  removal  ol 
the  general  offices  from  Dayton  to  Wash¬ 
ington,  it  was  found  to  be  necessary  to 
hold  a  special  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Council,  to  determine  such  questions  as 
had  arisen,  requiring  an  early  decision. 
Accordingly  the  Executive  Council  held  a 
special  meeting  at  the  General  Offices  in 
the  Colorado  Building.  Washington.  D.  C., 
beginning  May  20,  1908,  at  which  all  mem¬ 
bers  were  present. 

The  question  of  the  eligibility  of  Local 
Unions  of  Bricklayers  and  Plasterers  to 
membership  in  Local  Councils  was  taken 
up  with  President  Gompers  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Federation  of  Labor,  who  had  been 
specially  invited  to  attend  the  session,  and 
after  his  advice  had  been  solicited  and 
given,  the  Executive  Council  decided,  that 
since  the  Building  Trades  Department,  hi 
its  formation,  did  not  contemplate  cov¬ 
ering  Local  Unions  of  Internationals  not 
in  affiliation  with  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  the  Executive  Council  had  no 
right  to  direct  Local  Councils  to  admu: 
Local  Unions  of  non-affiliated  Internation¬ 
als,  as  per  Section  No.  1  of  the  general 
Constitution,  but  Local  Councils  of  the 
Building  Trades  Department  were  given 
the  right  to  use  their  own  discretion  in 
admitting  lo  membership  Locals  of  Brlcs- 
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layers  and  Plasterers,  provided,  however, 
that  if  accepted  to  membership,  such  Local 
Unions  are  affiliated  with  the  Central  La¬ 
bor  Union  of  their  respective  cities,  duiy 
and  regularly  chartered  by  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor. 

A  decision  was  requested  as  to  whether 
outside  electrical  linemen  might  be  con¬ 
sidered  eligible  to  membership  in  Local 
Councils,  more  especially  when  the  seat¬ 
ing  of  such  delegates  is  protested  by  in- 
sidemen,  and.  on  motion,  it  was  agreed 
that  no  one  is  eligible  as  a  delegate  to  a 
Local  Council  of  the  Building  Trades  De¬ 
partment  unless  he  be  actually  engaged 
in  either  the  erection,  alteration  or  re¬ 
pair  of  building  work,  as  per  Section  No. 
1  of  the  general  Constitution. 

A  decision  was  requested  as  to  whether 
delegates  to  Building  Trades  Councils 
shall  represent  Local  Unions  or  District 
Councils,  where  said  District  Councils 
exist. 

The  opinion  prevailed  among  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  board  that  wherever  District 
Councils  exist  they  shall  be  represented 
direct  in  the  Local  Councils  of  the  De¬ 
partment,  as  per  Section  No.  38  of  the 
general  Constitution. 

The  Steam  and  Hot  Water  Fitters’ 
International  Union  entered  compTaint 
against  the  Philadelphia  Local  Council 
against  excluding  Local  No.  49  from  mem¬ 
bership. 

On  motion  the  Secretary  was  instructed 
to  notify  the  Local  Council  that  the  saiu 
Local  No.  49  must  be  admitted  to  mem¬ 
bership,  as  provided  for  in  the  general 
Constitution,  and  the  local  union  advised 
as  to  the  action  of  the  Council. 

James  O’Connell.  President  of  the  Metal 
Trades  Department,  paid  a  visit  to  the 
Executive  Council,  while  in  session,  ana 
explained  that  the  Metal  Trades  had  or¬ 
ganized  practically  on  the  same  lines  as 
the  Building  Trades  Department,  and  since 
there  will  arise,  undoubtedly,  from  time 
to  time,  differences  between  trades  affili¬ 
ated  with  both  Departments,  that  are 
likely  to  involve  the  Departments,  and  to 
the  end  that  a  clash  may  be  avoided  and 
interests  harmonized,  it  would  be  well  to 
have  the  Councils  of  the  two  Departments 
arrange  a  meeting  at  some  time  in  the 
near  future,  so  that  any  such  trade  griev¬ 
ances  as  may  arise  be  disposed  of. 

lie  stated  that  he  simply  offered  the 
matter  for  what  it  was  worth,  and  that 
he  did  not  have  any  set  plan  in  mind 
aside  from  the  desirability  of  a  sub¬ 
committee  of  both  Departments  sitting 
in  conference  w-tih  disputants,  and  that 
they  act  as  mediators. 

lie  was  assured  the  suggestion  was  ap¬ 
preciated  and  that  the  Building  Trades 
Department  would  heartily  co-operate.  No 
such  meeting  has  yet  occurred,  but  it  is 
quite  likely  that  the  suggestion,  which  was 
favorably  received  by  the  Executive  Coun¬ 
cil,  will  be  worked  out  in  the  near  future 
satisfactorily  to  the  Metal  Trades  Depart¬ 
ment  as  well  as  the  Building  Trades  De¬ 
partment. 

On  motion  the  General  Secretary-Treas¬ 
urer  was  instructed  to  furnish  a  bond  to 
the  Department  of  $5,000.  The  bonding 


of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  has  since  been 
arranged  in  accordance  with  instructions 
issued  by  the  Executive  Council. 

On  motion  it  was  further  agreed  that 
the  funds  of  the  Building  Trades  Depart¬ 
ment  in  excess  of  .$5,000  be  deposited  in 
the  bank  to  the  credit  of  this  Department, 
to  be  drawn  upon  only  by  vouchers  signed 
by  the  President  and  Secretary,  and  at 
least  a  majority  of  the  Executive  Council, 
and  that  the  Council  shall  designate  the 
bank  or  depository  in  which  said  funds 
shall  be  deposited. 

Denver,  Colo.,  November  22,  1908. 

The  Executive  Council  of  the  Building 
Trades  Department  held  a  meeting  at  the 
Albany  Hotel.  Denver,  Colo.,  November 
22d,  with  President  Kirby  in  the  chair, 
at  10:00  a.  m. 

The  roll  call  showed  Vice-  Presidents 
Hannahan.  Kyan,  McSorley  and  Leps  and 
Secretary -Treasurer  Spencer  present.  The 
chair  explained  the  absence  of  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent  Hedrick  was  due  to  his  inability  to 
be  present  earlier  than  the  Monday  morn¬ 
ing  session  of  the  Convention. 

APPLICATION  FOB  MEMBERSHIP. 

v 

An  application  was  received  from  tbw 
International  Association  of  Machinists 
and  the  following  claim  of  jurisdiction 
submitted : 

A  machinist  includes  a  general  hand, 
erecting,  floor  or  vise  hand,  as  well  us 
any  man  commonly  classed  as  a  journey¬ 
man  machinist  who  can,  with  the  aid  ot 
drawings,  prosecute  the  work  of  construc¬ 
tion  and  erection  of  special  types  of  ma¬ 
chines,  carrying  same  to  a  successful  com¬ 
pletion  within  a  reasonable  time.  Machin¬ 
ist  shall  also  include  machine  hands  op¬ 
erating  planers,  standard,  plain,  and  uni¬ 
versal  milling  machines,  universal  gear 
cutters,  shapers,  slotters.  boring  mills, 
universal  tool  grinders,  engine  lathes, 
.Tones  and  Lamson,  Gisholt  or  American 
Turrett  lathes.  Whenever  such  men  are 
required  to  do  a  general  variety  of  work 
either  for  repairs  or  from  drawings,  and 
can  so  undertake,  prosecute  and  complete 
such  work  to  the  finish  required  satis¬ 
factorily  and  within  reasonable  time  on 
any  of  the  said  machines.  Men  operating 
the  above  machines  in  any  standard  or 
special  pattern  who  are  required  to  pro¬ 
duce  duplicate  and  repeat  pieces  of  jig- 
work  shall  not  lie  classed  as  journeyman 
inachinists.  Diesinkers,  die  or  toolmakers 
shall  be  competent  hands  in  their  class, 
and  be  able  to  prosecute  such  work  to  a 
successful  completion  within  a  reasonable 
time.  Chauffeurs  with  a  proper  knowledge 
of  the  machinist  trade  may  be  permitted 
to  join  the  Association. 

In  the  consideration  of  this  application 
the  attention  of  the  Executive  Council 
was  directed  to  the  action  of  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Convention,  held  February  last, 
wherein  a  credential  had  been  presented 
by  a  representative  of  the  International 
Association  of  Machinists,  and  which  in 
turn  was  referred  to  the  Credential  Com¬ 
mittee  of  that  Convention,  which  com¬ 
mittee  submitted  the  following  report: 

“While  your  committee  is  aware  that 
the  machinists  do  considerable  work  on 
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buildings,  aud  are  entitled  to  all  the  pro¬ 
tection  that  the  Building  Trades  are  cap¬ 
able  of  giving  them  while  engaged  in  such 
work,  we  are  of  the  opinion,  nowever,  th*t 
the  Machinists  are  a  Metal  Trades  organ¬ 
ization,  and  that  the  work  done  by  them 
•on  buildings  does  not  justify  their  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Building  Trades  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

“Respectfully  submitted, 

“THOMAS  F.  PARKINSON, 
“JAMES  KIRBY,  ' 

“GEORGE  F.  HEDRICK. 

“Committee.” 

Consequently,  in  view  of  the  action  taken 
at  the  Washington  meeting,  the  Executive 
Council  were  therefore  constrained  to  non¬ 
concur  in  the  application  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Association  of  Machinists. 

BOILERMAKERS  AND  IRON  SHIP 
BUILDERS’  INTERNATIONAL 
UNION. 

An  application  was  made  by  the  said 
organization  and  claim  of  jurisdiction  sub¬ 
mitted  as  follows : 

AGREEMENT  ARRIVED  AT  IN  WASH¬ 
INGTON  BETWEEN  THE  B.  M.  AND 

S.  I.  W. 

As  to  demarkatiou  line  in  their  respect¬ 
ive  work,  as  drawn  up  by  the  Brotherhood 
•of  Boilermakers  and  Iron  Ship  Builders 
and  the  International  Association  of  Bridge 
and  Structural  Iron  Workers  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  January  28,  1904,  the  follow¬ 
ing  work  is  considered  to  belong  to  the 
Brotherhood  of  Boilermakers  and  Iron  Ship 
Builders,  viz. : 

All  boilers,  breechings,  uptakes,  iron  and 
steel  ship  building,  all  iron  and  steel 
tanks  (pontoons,  air,  oil  and  watertight), 
purifying  boxes,  standpipes,  smokf*  con¬ 
sumers,  brewery  vats,  water  towers;  all 
work  in  and  around  blast  furnaces  and 
rolling  mills,  except  skips,  stock  houses, 
top  rigging  and  other  frame  buildings. 

The  following  work  is  considered  to  be¬ 
long  to  the  International  Association  of 
Bridge  and  Structural  Iron  Workers: 

The  erection  and  construction  of  bridges 
and  viaducts,  whether  of  iron,  steel  or 
cast  iron ;  erection  and  construction  of 
all  steel  and  cast  iron  entering  into  the 
construction  of  buildings,  viz. :  Columns, 
girders,  eye  beams,  channels,  angles  and 
lintels;  bearing  plates  of  steel  and  cast 
iron,  coal  bins,  stairtvays,  elevator  en¬ 
closures  aud  all  ornamental  wrork ;  the 
erection  of  structural  towers,  hoists,  car 
dumpers,  coal  conveyors  and  ore  un¬ 
loaders,  the  wrecking  of  steel  buildings 
and  bridges. 

This  agreement  to  go  into  effect  not 
later  than  February  15,  1904,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  localities  where  agreements  now 
exist  between  both  organizations. 

The  following  work  being  in  dispute, 
viz. :  Smokestacks,  gasometers,  coal  hop¬ 

pers.  ash  chutes,  safety  deposit  vaults,  has 
been  referred  to  the  Executive  Council  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  aud 
their  decision  is  to  be  final  and  binding 
on  both  parties.  It  is  recommended  by 


the  commitee  that,  pending  the  decision 
of  said  Executive  Council,  the  members 
%  of  both  organizations  will  continue  to 
work  harmoniously  together,  each  striving 
to  assist  the  other  in  every  honorable 
way  to  further  the  interests  of  organized 
labor. 

For  the  International  Association  of 
Bridge  and  Structural  Iron  Workers: 

JOHN  W.  JOHNSON, 

JAMES  CONKLING, 

JOHN  .T.  McNAMARA. 
MICHAEL  J.  REYNOLDS. 

For  the  Boilermakers  and  Iron  Ship 
Builders : 

T.  II.  FLYNN, 

DONALD  CRAWFORD, 
DAVID  A.  MALLOY, 

WM.  J.  BOYLE. 

THE  AWARD  BY  THE  AMERICAN 
FEDERATION  OF  LABOR. 

Washington,  D.  C..  July  1,  1904. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Gilthorpe,  Secretary  Brother¬ 
hood  of  Boilermakers  and  Iron  Ship 

Builders  of  America,  Room  406  Ports¬ 
mouth  Building,  Kansas  City,  Kan. : 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother — As  you  are  aware, 
a  Special  Committee,  cousisting  of  Vice- 
Presidents  Duncan,  O’Connell  and  Spen¬ 
cer,  was  appointed  by  the  Executive  Coun¬ 
cil  at  its  Denver  meeting  to  investigate  the 
question  of  jurisdiction  between  your  or¬ 
ganization  and  the  International  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Bridge  and  Structural  Iron  Work¬ 
ers,  the  result  of  their  investigations  to 
be  reported  to  the  Executive  Council,  both 
organizations  to  abide  by  the  decision 
rendered  by  the  Executive  Council. 

I  therefore  beg  to  advise  that  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Council  approves  the  recommen¬ 
dations  of  the  sub-committee  and  makes 
the  following  awrard: 

First.  Smokestacks  are  awarded  to  the 
Brotherhood  of  Boilermakers  and  Iron 
Ship  Builders  of  America. 

Second.  Gasometers,  steam,  air,  gas  or 
watertight  tank  work,  wdth  the  frame 
work  to  the  coping  of  the  outer  tank,  is 
awrarded  to  the  Brotherhood  of  Boiler¬ 
makers  and  Iron  Ship  Builders  of  Amer¬ 
ica.  and  the  guide  frame  wmrk  above  the 
coping  of  the  outer  tank  is  awarded  to 
the  International  Association  of  Bridge 
and  Structural  Iron  Workers. 

Third.  Erection  of  rib,  girder  and  angle 
w'ork  in  connection  with  coal  hoppers  and 
ash  chutes  in  buildings  is  awrarded  to  the 
International  Association  of  Bridge  and 
Structural  Iron  Workers. 

Fourth.  Assembling  and  erection  of  the 
frame  and  plates  on  safety  deposit  vaults 
is  awarded  to  the  International  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Bridge  and  Structural  Irou  Work- 
erS 

I  certainly  trust  that  both  organiza¬ 
tions  will  faithfully  abide  by  the  award 
and  decision  rendered,  and  that  no  fur¬ 
ther  cause  for  dispute  as  to  the  juris¬ 
diction  of  either  organization  will  arise. 

With  kind  regards,  I  am. 

Fraternally  yours, 

SAMUEL  GOMPERS, 

President,  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
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For  the  reason  as  described  in  the  case 
of  the  International  Association  of  Ma¬ 
chinists.  the  Executive  Council  felt  dis¬ 
posed  to  view  the  Boilermakers  as  not 
being  a  building  trade  in  the  sense  of 
the  several  organizations  affiliated  with 
the  Department  are  at  present,  therefore, 
the  application  was  not  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  the  Secretary  was  instructed 
to  return  the  Boilermakers’  fee  of  $100.00 
as  paid  by  the  organization. 


THE  UPHOLSTERERS’  INTERNA¬ 
TIONAL  UNION  OF  NORTH 
AMERICA 

Submitted  an  application  for  membership 
with  the  following  claim  of  jurisdiction: 

“Hanging  of  fabrics  on  interior  walls 
of  buildings  for  decorative  purposes,  using 
no  adhesive  materials  to  attach  same. 

“All  our  work  is  done  with  upholsterers’ 
tacks. 

“Hanging  curtains  and  draperies  used 
for  decorative  purposes  on  the  interior 
of  buildings. 

“Laying  of  floor  carpets  and  linoleums.” 

On  motion,  the  Executive  Council  de¬ 
cided  that  the  application  of  the  Up¬ 
holsterers  should  take  the  same  course 
as  followed  in  the  case  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Association  of  Machinists  and  the 
Boilermakers’  and  Ship  Builders’  Inter¬ 
national  Union  .and  the  Secretary  stand 
duly  instructed  to  return  the  application 
fee. 

OPERATIVE  PLASTERERS’  ASSOCIA¬ 
TION. 

An  application  for  membership  was 
made  to  the  Building  Trades  Department 
from  the  said  organization,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  claim  of  jurisdiction  submitted: 

“Claim  of  jurisdiction  of  work  controlled 
and  done  by  the  Operative  Plasterers’  In¬ 
ternational  Association  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada  and  members  thereof 
is  as  follows: 

“All  plastering,  plain  and  ornamental, 
when  done  with  stucco,  cement,  lime  mor¬ 
tars  or  patent  materials,  artificial  marble 
work  and  compo  work  in  all  its  branches.” 

On  motion,  the  application  of  the 
Plasterers  was  accepted  and  instructions 
given  to  issue  a  charter  to  that  organi¬ 
zation  in  line  with  the  Constitution  and 
Laws  of  the  Department,  with  the  dis¬ 
tinct  understanding  that  the  claim  of 
jurisdiction  of  the  Operative  Plasterers 
take  the  regular  constitutional  course. 


PROPOSED  AMALGAMATION  OF  THE 
INTERNATIONAL  BUILDING  TRADES 
C  OU  N  C  I  L  WITH  THE  BUILDING 
TRADES  DEPARTMENT, 

as  herewith  quoted: 

“St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Oct.  31,  1908. 

“Mr.  .Tas.  Kirby,  President,  Building 
Trades  Department  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor. 

“My  Dear  Sir  and  Brother — Our  com¬ 
mittee.  acting  on  your  suggestion  and 
after  thoroughly  discussing  the  question 


at  issue  relative  to  the  amalgamation  of 
the  International  Building  Trades  Coun¬ 
cil  with  the  Building  Trades  Department 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  propo¬ 
sition  which  had  been  voted’  on  at  the 
last  Convention,  as  the  proceedings  of  the 
Convention  will  show  (of  which  I  will 
mail  you  a  copy  under  separate  cover). 
Proposition : 

“First.  That  the  Building  Trades  De¬ 
partment  liquidate  the  debt  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Building  Trades  Council,  which, 
by  Dec.  15th,  when  the  Convention  of  the 
International  Building  Trades  Council  will 
reconvene,  will  be  $1,036.74,  this  debt  be¬ 
ing  due  for  salary,  printing,  rent,  etc., 
and  brought  about  on  account  of  some  of 
the  affiliated  organizations  failing  to  pay 
their  per  capita  tax  and  assessments  (as 
the  proceedings  of  the  Convention'  will: 
show),  such  International  organizations 
now  being  affiliated  with  the  Department 
of  Building  Trades. 

“Second.  In  return  for  the  acceptance 
of  the  above  proposition  by  the  Building 
Trades  Department,  the  International 
Building  Trades  Council  will  surrender 
its  charter,  books  and  all  other  property 
now  in  possession  of  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer  of  the  International  Building 
Trades  Counci1,  with  a  full  account  of 
all  its  transactions  up  to  and  until  the 
time  of  the  amalgamation. 

“Third.  It  is  also  understood  that  this 
proposition  be  accepted  by  December  15, 
1908,  in  order  that  we  may  be  able  to 
bring  this  matter  before  the  Convention 
on  that  date,  and  we  cordially  invite  the 
officers  of  the  Building  Trades  Depart¬ 
ment  to  attend  the  Convention  on  De¬ 
cember  15.  1908,  if  this  proposition  meets 
with  the  approval  of  the  Executive  Board 
and  your  Convention. 

“Fraternally  yours, 

(Signed)  “CHAS.  J.  LAMMERT, 

“Secretary  of  Committee.” 

The  above  quoted  proposition  has  been 
the  subject  of  considerable  correspond¬ 
ence  with  the  officers  of  the  Department, 
and  it  was  upon  the  advice  of  the  latter 
that  the  proposition  referred  to  was  made. 

In  considering  this  subject  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Council  decided  that  sufficient 
power  was  not  vested  in  the  Council  to 
devote  the  funds  of  the  Department  as 
contributed  by  the  affiliated  Building 
Trades  International  Unions  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  as  proposed  by  the  International 
Building  Trades  Coxincil,  and  for  this 
reason  the  proposed  plan  of  amalgamation 
with  the  International  Building  Trades 
Council  was  non-concurred  in,  and  the 
Secretary  was  instructed  to  so  notify  the 
committee  having  charge  of  the  plan  of 
amalgamation. 

Applications  from  the  city  of  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  for  charter  in  the  Building  Trades 
Department  has  been  made  by  two  ap¬ 
plicants.  representing,  as  they  do,  the 
several  building  trades  of  the  city  of  St. 
Louis. 

After  mature  consideration  it  was  de¬ 
cided  that  since  the  applications  had 
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ffieeu  made  by  divergent  elements  of  the 
Building  Trades,  which,  in  themselves, 
show  a  division  of  opinion  as  to  the  par¬ 
ties  who  should  be  recognized  as  a  Council 
of  the  Building  Trades  Department,  that 
the  President  proceed  to  St.  Louis  as  soon 
as  convenient  and  make  an  effort  to  bring 
about  a  complete  realignment  of  the  build¬ 
ing  trades  as  recognized  and  accepted  by 
the  Bnilding  Trades  Department,  and 
that  he  secure,  if  possible,  an  application, 
jointly  signed  by  the  several  building- 
trades  as  enumerated  in  the  Department 
and  set  out  upon  the  official  application 
'blanks. 

At  2  o'clock  p.  m.  the  Council  took  an 
adjournment. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  KIRBY, 

President, 

GEORGE  F.  HEDRICK, 

First  Vice-President, 

JAMES  G.  HANNAHAN, 
Second  Vice-President, 

F.  M.  RYAN, 

•  Third  Vice-President. 

W.  J.  McSORLEY, 

Fourth  Vice-President, 

CHARLES  H.  LEPS. 

Fifth  Vice-President, 

WILLIAM  J.  SrENCER, 
Secretary -Treasurer, 

Executive  Council. 

Delegate  McCarthy — I  note  that  in  the 
'report  of  the  Executive  Council  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  Operative  Plasterers  has  been 
dealt  with.  The  Council  recommends  that 
the  organization  be  made  a  part  of  the 
Building  Trades  Department  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Federation  of  Labor.  This  is  the  first 
time  the  Plasterers  have  entered  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Federation  of  Labor.  I  think  this  is 
one  of  the  best  moves  ever  made  up  to 
this  time,  for  the  Plasterers  are  closely 
allied  with  the  Bricklayers.  I  therefore 
move  that  that  part  of  the  report  dealing 
with  the  Operative  Plasterers  be  acted 
upon  before  referring  the  report  to  a  com¬ 
mittee,  and  that  the  Plasterers’  delegates 
be  seated  with  voice  and  vote.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Ryan — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
•order.  This  report  must  first  be  referred 
to  a  committee  and  then  discussed  when 
the  committee  reports. 

President  Kirby — The  chair  rules  that 
if  the  Convention  desires  to  take  action 
on  any  part  of  the  report  of  the  Council 
now,  or  at  any  other  time,  it  has  a  right 
to  do  so. 

I  telegate  Keough  opposed  the  motion 
offered  by  Delegate  McCarthy.  He  urged 
that  the  laws  of  the  American  Federation 


of  Labor  be  carried  out  in  the  admission 
of  the  Plasterers,  and  asked  that  they 
more  clearly  define  the  jurisdiction  they 
claimed.  He  stated  that  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  American  Federation  had 
given  them  a  conditional  charter. 

Delegate  Duncan  stated  that  there  were 
no  conditions  attached  to  the  charter 
granted  the  Plasterers  by  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  that  it  was  a  fun 
charter,  but  that  the  interested  parties 
had  been  invited  to  appear  before  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Council  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  to  determine  the  exact  dividing 
lines  in  the  jurisdiction. 

Delegate  Leps  stated  that  he  had  no 
objection  to  the  admission  of  the  Plas¬ 
terers.  He  stated  that  all  he  asked  was 
that  the  jurisdiction  question  be  taken  up 
by  the  Executive  Council  and  settled  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  laws  of  the  American  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Labor. 

Delegate  McCarthy  spoke  in  support 
of  his  motion,  and  stated  that  the  par¬ 
ticular  jurisdiction  dispute  in  question, 
and  all  other  disputes  between  the  crafts 
in  interest,  could  be  settled  better  if  all 
the  organizations  were  in  the  Building 
Trades  Department. 

Delegate  Duffy  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
motion  offered  by  Delegate  McCarthy,  and 
urged  that  the  Plasterers’  delegates  be 
admitted  with  voice  and  vote.  He  stated 
that  he  had  acted  on  a  Special  Committee 
appointed  in  the  Convention  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Federation  of  Labor  to  consider  the 
admission  of  the  Plasterers,  and  that  that 
committee  had  decided  the  Plasterers  were 
asking  for  no  work  that  did  not  belong 
to  them.  He  stated  that  he  considered 
they  would  be  justified  in  asking  even 
more  than  they  claimed. 

Delegate  Bahlhorn  discussed  the  ques¬ 
tion  at  some  length,  and  favored  the 
granting  of  a  charter  to  the  Plasterers, 
but  denied  their  right  to  a  seat  and  a 
voice  in  the  Convention  until  they  had 
been  affiliated  for  three  months. 

The  question  was  further  discussed  by 
Delegates  McCarthy,  Duncan,  Bahlhorn 
and  Keough. 

President  Kirby — The  chair  will  rule 
that  this  Convention  has  authority  to 
seat  the  delegates  of  the  Plasterers. 

Delegate  McKee  asked  that  the  matter 
be  referred  to  a  committee,  as  there  were 
some  questions  of  jurisdiction  unsettled. 
He  stated  that  the  method  of  procedure 
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contemplated  by  the  motion  would  be  in 
violation  of  the  law  of  the  organization. 

Delegate  McSorley  spoke  in  favor  of 
seating  the  representatives  of  the  Plas¬ 
terers  with'  voice  and  vote.  He  stated 
that  the  fact  that  they  had  an  unsettled 
jurisdiction  dispute  should  not  keep  them 
out,  as  most  of  the  organizations  in  the 
Department  had  such  disputes,  and  they 
could  be  settled  in  the  Department. 

The  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Mc¬ 
Carthy  was  declared  carried  on  a  viva 
voce  vote.  A  division  was  called  for,  and 
the  motion  was  declared  carried  by  a  vote 
of  27  to  6. 

President  Kirby — The  motion  prevails 
and  the  credentials  of  the  representatives 
of  the  Plasterers  will  go  to  the  Committee 
on  Credentials. 

Delegate  Keough— I  shall  take  an  ap¬ 
peal  from  the  action  of  this  Department 
to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Delegate  McCarthy— I  move  that  the 
Plasterers’  delegates  appear  before  the 
Committee  on  Credentials  and  give  all  the 
necessary  data,  so  the  committee  will  be 
able  to  report  to  this  Convention.  (Sec¬ 
onded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Evans,  for  the  Committee  on 
Credentials,  read  the  following  supple¬ 
mentary  report: 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Nov.  fi,  190S. 

Wm.  J.  Spencer.  Secretarv  Building  Trades 

Department,  Denver,  Colo. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother — This  is  to  certify 
that  the  following  brothers,  John  Donlin. 
President;  John  G.  Twyford,  Second  Vice- 
President;  Peter  .T.  Cook,  Member  of  Ex- 
.  ccutive  Board,  and  James  O’Connor,  have 
been  appointed  to  represent  the  Operative 
Plasterers’  International  Association  of 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  at  the  Con¬ 
vention  of  the  Building  Trades  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
in  Denver,  Colo. 

Any  courtesies  which  you  may  extend 
to  them  will  be  appreciated  by  our  or¬ 
ganization  and 

Yours  fraternally, 

JOSEPH  McILVEEN, 

See  reta  ry  -  T  rea  s  u  re  r. 

We,  the  Credential  Committee,  approve 
the  above-named  delegates  and  recommend 
their  ‘being  seated  in  this  Convention. 

JO  EVANS. 

J.  G.  HANNAHAN, 

E.  J.  HENDERSON. 


Delegate  Taggart — I  move  the  adoption 
of  the  report  of  the  committee. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  Delegate 
Clifford,  and  carried. 

The  committee  recommended  the  seat¬ 
ing  of  J.  S.  Breen  and  Herman  Lilien  to 
represent  the  Hod  Carriers  and  Building 
Laborers. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Delegate  O'Sul¬ 
livan  that  the  report  of  the  committee  be 
adopted.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Evans,  for  the  committee,  made 
an  extended  statement  of  their  reasons  for 
bringing  in  the  report. 

The  question  was  discussed  at  length 
by  Delegate  D’Alessaudro,  Delegate  Stem- 
burgh,  Delegate  Lilien,  Delegate  Breen 
and  Delegate  Comerford. 

Delegate  Comerford  moved  that  a  Special 
Committee  of  live  be  appointed  to  meet 
with  the  contending  parties  and  endeavor 
to  bring  about  an  adjustment.  (Sec¬ 
onded.) 

President  Kirby — Have  you  any  objec¬ 
tion  to  its  being  referred  to  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Adjustment? 

Delegate  Comerford — I  cannot  speak  for 
the  other  members,  but  as  one  member 
of  that  committee  I  have  no  objection. 

Delegate  Lilien  stated  that  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  International  organization  he 
would  withdraw  his  protest.  He  stated 
that  he  withdrew^  it  in  the  interest  of 
harmony. 

The  question  was  discussed  briefly  by 
Delegate  Skemp. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  carried,  and 
President  Kirby  announced  that  the  en¬ 
tire  matter  would  be  referred  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Adjustment. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Local  Committee 
on  Arrangements  announced  that  a  theatre 
party  had  been  arranged  for  the  delegates 
for  Tuesday  evening,  and  that  a  Dutch 
luncheon  had  been  arranged  for  Wednes¬ 
day  evening. 

At  5:30  the  Convention  was  adjourned 
to  reconvene  at  9  a.  m.,  Tuesday,  Novem¬ 
ber  24th. 
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SECOND  DAY — Tuesday  Mprning  Session 


The  Convention  was  called  to  order  at 
9  a.  m.,  Tuesday,  November  24tli,  Presi¬ 
dent  Kirby  in  the  chair. 

Secretary  Spencer  read  the  following 
telegrams : 

“San  Francisco,  Calif.,  Nov.  23,  190S. 
“William  J.  Spencer,  Secretary  Building 

Trades  Department. 

“American  Brotherhood  of  Cement  Work¬ 
ers  extends  greetings  to  the  assembled 
officers  and  delegates  of  the  Second  An¬ 
nual  Convention  and  wishes  them  contin¬ 
ued  success  and  the  perpetuation  of  the 
Building  Trades  Department. 

(Signed)  “HENRY  ULLNER.” 

“San  Francisco.  Calif.,  Nov.  23,  190S. 
“P.  II.  McCarthy,  Albany  Hotel,  Denver. 

“Convey  to  the  great  International 
Building  Trades  Department  genuine  greet¬ 
ings  and  cordial  congratulations  upon  its 
success  from  the  State  Building  Trades 
Council  of  California,  with  hearty  assur¬ 
ances  that  the  Pacific  Coast  will  be  in  the 
vanguard  fighting  for  new  territory  to 
conquer  when  the  International  Building 
Trades  reach  the  million  mark  at  the  next 
Convention,  which  we  hope  and  pray  will 
convene  in  the  Golden  Gate  City. 

(Signed)  “O.  A.  TVEITMOE, 
“General  Secretary  States  Building  Trades 

Council  of  California.” 

A  communication  from  Mr.  John  E. 
Thompson,  representative  of  the  city  of 
Toronto,  was  read,  in  which  an  invita¬ 


tion  from  the  Mayor  of  Toronto  was  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  Convention  to  meet  in  that 
city  in  1909. 

The  telegrams  and  communication  were 
ordered  made  part  of  the  minutes  of  the 
Convention. 

Delegate  Duffy  moved  that  when  dele¬ 
gates  introduced  resolutions  they  state 
the  substance  of  the  resolutions,  and  that 
they  be  referred  to  the  proper  committees 
by  the  President  without  being  read  in 
the  Convention. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Delegate  Duffy — I  move  you  that  the 
claim  of  jurisdiction  of  each  organization 
here  affiliated  be  printed  in  the  minutes. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate  Duncan  stated  that  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Federation  of  Labor  had  issued  a 

book  containing,  not  the  claims  of  juris¬ 
diction  of  the  different  organizations,  but 

the  jurisdiction  as  defined  by  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor. 

Secretary  Spencer — The  Building  Trades 
Department  has  also  compiled  and  pub¬ 
lished  the  claims  of  jurisdiction  of  all  the 
International  organizations  affiliated  with 
it,  and  it  can  be  had  upon  application. 

Delegate  Duffy — My  motion  is  that  the 
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claim  of  jurisdiction  of  each  organization 
represented  here  be  published  in  the  min¬ 
utes.  That  does  not  define  the  claims, 
and  it  does  not  say  that  they  are  the 
claims  as  defined  by  the  Department.  If 
they  are  published,  and  we  find  there  is 
conflict  between  the  claims,  we  may  be 
able  to  settle  them  among  ourselves. 

The  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Duffy 
was  carried. 

JURISDICTION  CLAIMS  OF  THE  IN¬ 
TERNATIONAL  UNIONS  AFFILIATED 
WITH  THE  BUILDING  TRADES  DE¬ 
PARTMENT  AMERICAN  FEDERA¬ 
TION  OF  LABOR. 


INTERNATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  OF 
BRIDGE  AND  STRUCTURAL 
IRON  WORKERS. 

The  fabrication  and  erection  of  bridge, 
structural  and  ornamental  steel  and  iron 
in  bridges,  viaducts,  buildings,  etc.,  as 
set  forth  in  Sections  4,  5,  6  and  7  of  our 
Constitution,  which  is  as  follows : 

The  erection  and  construction  of  all 
steel  and  cast  iron  structures,  ornamental 
or  otherwise,  viz.,  bridges  and  viaducts, 
steel  stacks,  steel  coal  bunkers,  ash,  coal 
and  ore  conveyors,  car  dumpers,  jail  and 
cell  work,  steel  grain  elevators  and  tanks, 
steel  standpipes,  steel  water  tanks,  iron 
and  steel  bulkheads,  steel  towers,  blast 
furnaces,  including  skip  hoists  and  top 
rigging,  ash  pans  and  ash  hoppers.  All 
structural  work  pertaining  to  buildings, 
or  in  support  of  boilers,  frames,  and  all 
steel  or  cast  iron  work  pertaining  to  build¬ 
ings,  or  in  support  of  boilers,  including 
foundation  beams,  columns,  beams  or  gird¬ 
ers,  and  structural  work  for  safe  deposit 
vaults,  mullions,  steel  or  cast  iron ;  also 
the  wrecking  of  bridges,  viaducts  and  steel 
buildings;  also  any  work  required  to 
-change  or  alter  in  field  material  shipped 
from  the  shops,  such  as  framing,  cutting, 
bending  and  drilling;  ornamental  front 
work  (solid  or  shell),  corrugated  sheet 
work  when  attached  to  steel  frames,  plates, 
anchors,  caps,  corbells,  light  lintels,  etc. 

The  erection  and  removal  of  all  neces¬ 
sary  false  work,  derricks,  travelers,  and 
scaffolding;  all  pile  driving  and  wharf 
building,  and  the  handling  and  operating 
of  derricks  in  connection  with  same, 
where  no  bona  fide  union  of  pile  drivers 
or  derrick  men  exists. 

Iron,  steel  and  reinforced  concrete  are 
included  in  the  above  claim,  but  under 
no  circumstances  are  any  of  the  above 
three  items  to  be  conceded  to  a  pile 
drivers’  or  derrick  men’s  union  by  this 
Association.  The  moving  and  placing  of 
heavy  machinery  in  bridges  and  build¬ 
ings,  elevator  cars,  elevator  pans,  all  grat¬ 
ing,  bucks  for  hallways,  iron  partitions, 
•ceilings,  hangers,  clips  and  all  bracket 
work;  all  iron  work  appertaining  to  con¬ 
crete  work;  all  steel  cornerbeads;  all  iron 
flooring,  rolling  shutters  and  curtains,  iron 
frames,  Calomean  and  iron  doors,  shutters, 
cast  tiling,  French  frames,  plates,  overhead 


travelers,  all  wire  work,  railings,  window 
guards,  and  all  fencing. 

The  erection  and  construction  of  all  or¬ 
namental  and  structural  iron,  brass  and 
bronze,  all  grill  work,  sidewalk  and  vault 
lights,  skylights,  roofs  and  towers;  all  ele¬ 
vator  and  dumb-waiter  enclosures;  all  iron 
fronts,  metal  furniture,  mail  chutes;  all 
cast  or  wrought  iron  ventilators,  iron 
stairways,  fire  escapes,  iron  or  steel  signs, 
and  all  blacksmith  work  on  buildings. 

AMALGAMATED  SOCIETY  OF  CARPEN¬ 
TERS  AND  JOINERS. 

The  claim  of  jurisdiction  by  the  Inter¬ 
national  Organization  of  Amalgamated  So¬ 
ciety  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners,  to-wit: 

We  hereby  claim  the  making  and  erect¬ 
ing  of  all  wood  work  which  enters  into 
construction  of  a  building,  also  all  tem¬ 
porary  wood  work  during  the  construc¬ 
tion,  alteration  or  repairing,  and  all  fur¬ 
ring  for  side  "walls  and  ceilings. 

The  making  and  erecting  of  all  centers 
for  stone,  brick,  terra  cotta,  cinder,  con¬ 
crete  or  any  other  form  of  fireproof  arches. 

The  making  and  erecting  of  all  forms 
of  re-enforced  concrete  work. 

And  the  making  and  erecting  of  all 
kalamien  work.  Also  all  wood  work  on 
bridges  and  scaffolding  constructed  of 
sawed  material. 

UNITED  BROTHERHOOD  OF  CARPEN¬ 
TERS  AND  JOINERS  OF  AMERICA. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Brother¬ 
hood  extends  over  all  journeymen  car¬ 
penters,  or  joiners,  stair  builders,  ship 
joiners,  millwrights,  planing  mill  bench 
hands,  cabinetmakers,  car  builders,  or 
operators  of  wood-working  machinery. 

Our  jurisdiction  extends  over  all  men 
engaged  in  the  occupations  enumerated 
above,  whether  on  the  building  in  its 
erection  or  repairs,  or  employed  in  the 
preparation  or  manufacture  of  material 
for  same. 

Our  jurisdiction  extends  over  men  en¬ 
gaged  in  putting  up  all  kinds  of  wood 
moulding,  putting  up  “runs,”  strips  for 
plumbers,  the  valves  passing  tliroiigh 
floors,  joists  or  partitions,  where  coming 
in  contact  with  wood ;  also  the  setting  of 
all  wood  work  in  toilet  rooms. 

Fastening  on  all  wood  cleats  to  iron 
work;  cutting  up  and  hanging  all  rough 
lumber  between  iron  girders  and  joists 
for  fireproof  or  concrete  centers,  and  all 
forms  used  in  concrete  work.  The  set¬ 
ting  of  all  floor  strips  and  cement  floors. 

The  setting  of  all  sash,  doors,  windows 
and  other  frames.  The  building  and  set¬ 
ting  of  all  centers  made  of  wood.  Put¬ 
ting  on  of  plaster  boards  and  putting  on 
all  plaster  grounds,  and  also  the  erection 
of  all  furring  for  cornices,  where  wood 
is  used. 

The  building  of  all  scaffolding  where 
any  carpenters’  tools  are  used;  the  build¬ 
ing  and  construction  of  all  derricks;  mak¬ 
ing  of  mortar  boards,  boxes  and  trestles; 
putting  in  “needles,”  uprights,  and  all 
shoring  of  buildings,  raising  and  moving 
buildings,  etc. 

The  nailing  and  cutting  of  all  wooden 
stops  in  doors  and  windows,  the  fram¬ 
ing  of  all  false  work,  derricks,  etc.,  when 
applying  to  structural  iron  work. 
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The  handling:  of  all  material  used  by 
carpenters  and.  joiners  in  and  around 
buildings,  including,  all  joists,  frames,  and 
all  lumber  and  material  used  by  the  car¬ 
penter  and  contractor. 

AMERICAN  BROTHERHOOD  OF  CE¬ 
MENT  WORKERS. 

The  American  Brotherhood  of  Cement 
Workers  claims  for  its  members  all  arti¬ 
ficial  stone,  concrete,  bed  for  all  street 
paving,  coping  and  steps,  concrete  wall 
or  foundation  work,  concrete  floors  and 
sidewalks,  the  amilying  of  cement  mortar 
on  walls  of  any  character,  or  its  use  in 
any  form  for  renovating  or  imitating 
stone,  or  for  waterproofing,  the  running 
for  cement  base,  moulding  or  caps  of  any 
form,  eement  mould  work,  the  manufac¬ 
ture  of  cement  paving  tile  and  block  and 
the  laying  and  setting  of  the  same,  curbs 
and  gutters,  fireproof  floors,  sidewalk 
lights  set  in  cement,  and  all  concrete  con¬ 
struction;  all  composition  or  plaster  work 
of  any  character,  and  the  preparation  of 
all  material  used  in  its  manufacture. 

INTERNATIONAL  BROTHERHOOD  OF 

ELECTRICAL  WORKERS. 

Outside  Electrical  Workers. 

Outside  electrical  workers  shall  include 
linemen,  trimmers,  underground  cable  men. 
cable  splicers,  trouble  men  working  for 
distributing  companies,  telephone  switch¬ 
board  men,  attendants,  repair  and  station 
construction  men  in  central  lighting  and 
power  stations.  They  shall  have  jurisdic¬ 
tion  over  the  following  work  : 

Aerial  wires  and  cables  on  poles  and  from 
poles  to  building,  or  over  or  outside  of 
building  when  any  fixture  attached  to 
building  is  used  in  place  of  poles;  install¬ 
ing  transformers  and  connecting  secondary 
wires  to  the  house  wires,  all  cables  and 
wires  in  underground  conduits,  or  ducts 
up  to  and  including  all  terminal  boxes  and 
switchboards,  or  other  appliances  which 
are  to  remain  the  property  of  any  com¬ 
pany  distributing  electric  energy  for  pub¬ 
lic  consumption ;  hanging  streamers  across 
streets  between  buildings  or  between 
buildings  and  arches  in  street  where  mes¬ 
sengers  or  guy  wires  are  required  for 
support,  and  use  of  hand  lines  is  neces¬ 
sary;  series  arc  wiring  when  fed  and  con- 
troiled  from  the  street,  and  when  same  re¬ 
mains  the  property  of  distributing  com¬ 
pany;  fire  alarm,  burglar  alarm,  district 
and  police  work,  trimming  and  repairing 
arc  lamps,  cable  splicing,  construction, 
repairing,  maintaining  and  operating  dy¬ 
namos,  motors,  switchboards  and  all  other 
appliances  in  central  light  and  power  sta¬ 
tions  when  done  by  distributing  company. 
Painting  poles,  all  cutting  or  channeling 
made  necessary  by  the  introduction  of  elec¬ 
trical  devices  herein  specified. 

Inside  Electrical  Workers. 

Inside  electrical  workers  shall  include 
wiremen,  armature  winders,  cranemen, 
switchboard,  rheostat  and  transformer 
makers  and  assemblers,  and  fixture  hang-i 
ers.  They  shall  have  jurisdiction  over  the* 
following  work : 

Wiring  in  and  wiring  and  installing  con¬ 


duit  in  buildings,  subways,  ships,  bridges 
and  arches,  manufacturing,  installing,  re¬ 
pairing  and  maintaining  ■?' isolated  and 
block  plants,  except  line  work.  Manufac¬ 
turing,  installing  and  repairing  of  all  elec¬ 
trical  machines  and  devices,  except  in  cen¬ 
tral  light  and  power  stations,  when  work 
is  done  by  distributing  company.  Electric 
bell,  flash  light  annunciator  and  thermo¬ 
stat  systems.  Automatic  controlling  de¬ 
vices.  making  Till  electrical  decorations 
and  signs  and  connecting  same  to  the  serv¬ 
ice  wires.  Erecting  and  operating  all  elec¬ 
tric  motors  used  for  hoisting  or  carrying 
material  of  any  kind,  installing  private 
fire,  burglar  alarm  and  telephone  systems, 
except  line  work.  Wiring,  assembling, 
hanging  and  connecting  all  electric  and 
combination  fixtures.  All  cutting  or  chan¬ 
neling  made  necessary  by  the  introduction 
of  electrical  devices  herein  specified. 

INTERNATIONAL  UNION  OF  ELEVA¬ 
TOR  CONSTRUCTORS. 

The  assembling  of  all  elevator  machin¬ 
ery,  to-wit:  Hydraulic,  steam,  electric, 
belt  and  compressed  air;  the  assembling 
of  all  cars  complete;  putting  up  all  guides, 
either  of  wood  or  iron;  the  setting  of  all 
tanks,  whether  pressure,  open  or  pit 
tanks;  the  setting  of  all  pumps  (where 
pinups  arrive  on  job  in  parts  they  are  to 
be  assembled  by  members  of  this  union). 
All  electric  work  connected  with  car  ma¬ 
chinery  and  hoisting,  including  bells,  an¬ 
nunciators  and  lights;  all  overhead  work, 
either  of  wood  or  iron,  and  supports  for 
the  same  when  required;  the  setting  of 
ah  templets,  all  indicators,  all  founda¬ 
tions,  either  of  wood  or  iron,  that  would 
take  the  place  of  masonry;  the  assembling 
of  all  hydraulic  parts  in  connection  with 
elevators,  all  locking  devices  in  connection 
with  elevators;  the  boring,  drilling  and 
sinking  of  all  plunger  elevators,  all  link 
belt  carriers;  the  operating  of  all  tem¬ 
porary  cars,  and  all  work  in  general  per¬ 
taining  to  the  erection  and  equipment  of 
an  elevator  complete. 

INTERNATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  OF 
GRANITE  CUTTERS  OF  AMERICA. 

All  men  who  have  served  a  regular  ap¬ 
prenticeship  at  granite  or  hard  stone  dress¬ 
ing.  polishing,  sawing,  cutting  and  carv¬ 
ing,  or  are  otherwise  qualified  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  journeymen,  including  all  oper¬ 
ators  on  granite  dressing,  polishing,  cut¬ 
ting  and  carving  machines  and  pneumatic 
tools,  are  eligible  to  membership.  Men 
who  cut  stone  with  mallets  and  tooth 
chisels  cannot  become  members  unless  they 
are  also  practical  workmen  on  granite  or 
hard  stone  cutting.  Tool  sharpeners  who- 
sharpen  granite  cutters’  tools  are  also 
eligible. 

The  Granite  Cutters’  International  As¬ 
sociation  of  America  claims  the  right  of 
jurisdiction  over  cutting,  carving  and 
dressing  all  granite  and  hard  stone  on 
which  granite  cutters’  tools  are  used.  This 
includes  from  the  roughest  of  street  work 
and  rock-faced  ashlar  to  the  finest  of 
moulded  work,  carving,  statuary,  machine 
cutting,  turning,  rubbing,  polishing  or 
dressing  of  any  kind  on  granite  and  other 
hard  stone,  on  which  granite-cutting  tools 
or  machines  are  used ;  and  making  up„ 
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sharpening  or  dressing  said  tools,  either 
by  hand  or  machine.  Said  Association,  its 
branches  and  districts,  as  they  apply, 
claims  and  exercises  the  right,  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  its  Constitution,  of  deciding  who 
is  entitled  to  membership  therein.  No 
-other  trade,  craft  or  calling  has  any  right 
or  jurisdiction  over  cutting,  carving,  turn¬ 
ing.  rubbing,  polishing  or  dressing  gran¬ 
ite  and  hard  stone  of  any  kind  on  which 
granite-cutting  tools,  including  machines, 
are  used,  nor  of  any  person  connected 
therewith,  excepting  as  a  member  of  and 
according  to  the  laws  governing  the  Gran¬ 
ite  Cutters’  International  Association  of 
America. 

INTERNATIONAL  UNION  OF  STEAM 
ENGINEERS. 

All  those  engaged  in  the  operation  of 
stationary,  marine,  portable  and  hoisting 
and  electrical  engines  and  boilers,  gas  en¬ 
gines,  or  any  machine  that  may  displace 
the  steam  engine. 

Hoisting  and  Portable. 

All  hoisting  and  portable  engines  on 
building  and  construction  work,  where 
-operated  by  steam,  electricity,  gasoline, 
hydraulic  or  compressed  air,  including 
pumps,  siphons,  pulsometers.  concrete  mix¬ 
ers.  air  compressors  and  elevators,  where 
used  for  hoisting  .building  material,  street 
rollers,  steam  shovels,  dinky  locomotives, 
■cableway,  clam  shells  and  pile  drivers. 

INTERNATIONAL  UNION  OF  HOD  CAR¬ 
RIERS  AND  BUILDING  LABOR¬ 
ERS  OF  AMERICA. 

Wrecking  of  buildings,  excavating  of 
buildings,  digging  of  trenches,  piers  and 
foundations,  holes,  digging,  lagging,  sheet¬ 
ing  of  said  foundations,  holes  and  caisson 
work,  concrete  for  buildings,  whether 
foundations,  floors  or  any  other,  whether 
done  by  hand  or  any  other  process,  tend¬ 
ing  to  masons;  mixing  and  handling  all 
material  used  by  masons  (except  stone 
setters),  building  of  scaffolding  for  ma¬ 
sons’  plasters,  building  of  centers  for  fire 
proofing  purposes,  tending  to  carpenters, 
tending  to  and  mixing  of  all  material  for 
plastering,  whether  done  by  hand  or  any 
other  process;  clearing  of  debris  from 
buildings,  shoring,  underpinning  and  rais¬ 
ing  of  old  buildings,  drying  of  plastering, 
when  done  by  salamander  heat,  handling 
of  dimension  stones. 

INTERNATIONAL  UNION  OF  WOOD, 
WIRE  AND  METAL  LATHERS. 

“Erecting  and  installing  of  all  light  iron 
■construction,  furring,  making  and  erecting 
of  brackets,  clips  and  hangers;  wood,  wire 
and  metal  lath,  plaster  board,  or  other 
material  which  takes  the  place  of  same,  to 
which  plastic  material  is  adhered;  corner 
beads,  all  floor  construction,  arches  erected 
for  the  purpose  of  holding  plaster,  cement, 
concrete,  or  any  other  plastic  material.” 

INTERNATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  OF 
MARBLE  WORKERS. 

Carving,  cutting,  polishing,  rubbing  and 
sawing  of  marble,  enen  and  similar  light 
stone,  used  for  interior  finish  or  decora¬ 


tion,  and  the  setting  of  same  in  the  build¬ 
ing. 

Setting  of  slate,  glass  or  composition 
used  in  place  of  marble,  excepting  encaus¬ 
tic  tile. 

Our  helpers  do  all  utility  work,  such 
as  loading  and  unloading  stock  in  shop 
and  building,  build  scaffolding  and  rig¬ 
ging  for  heavy  work,  and  assist  in .  other 
work  as  required  by  cutter  and  setter. 

AMALGAMATED  SHEET  METAL  WORK¬ 
ERS’  INTERNATIONAL  ALLIANCE. 

“A  sheet  metal  worker,  in  the  sense 
used  and  considered  by  this  Interna¬ 
tional  Alliance,  shall  be  one  who  can 
command  the  minimum  rate  of  wages  at 
any  of  the  various  branches,  which  shall 
consist  of  tin  and  sheet  metal  workers, 
metal  roofers,  cornice  and  skylight  work¬ 
ers,  metal  furniture,  hollow  metal  door 
and  trim  workers,  furnace  and  range 
workers,  the  making,  setting  and  finishing 
of  metal  sash  and  frames,  jobbers,  assort¬ 
ment  workers  and  coppersmiths,  and  those 
who  put  on  iron  ceilings  and  sidings  (both 
interior  and  exterior),  and  all  sheet  metal 
work  made  of  No.  10  gauge  and  lighter.” 

BROTHERHOOD  OF  PAINTERS.  DECO¬ 
RATORS  AND  PAPERIIANGERS 
OF  AMERICA. 

The  Brotherhood  of  Painters.  Decora¬ 
tors  and  Paperhangers  of  America,  char¬ 
tered  by  the  American  Federation  of  La¬ 
bor.  is  recognized  by  it  and  by  its  affili¬ 
ated  organizations  as  having  jurisdiction 
over  all  men  engaged  in  the  painting, 
paperhanging  and  decorating  industry, 
and  in  all  kindred  occupations  which  have 
been  and  are  performed  by  the  men  em¬ 
ployed  in  that  industry.  This  work  in 
which  its  members  are  employed  consists 
of  the  applying  of  oil  or  other  paints, 
water  colors,  plastic  composition,  varnish, 
stains,  and  all  other  materials  applied 
with  a  brush,  by  dipping  or  other  process, 
to  plaster,  wood,  metal  or  other  materials 
for  their  preservation  or  decoration,  in¬ 
cluding  all  house,  sign,  pictorial,  car,  car¬ 
riage,  machinery,  ship  and  railroad  equip¬ 
ment,  painting  or  decorating,  the  finish¬ 
ing  of  all  woods  used  in  buildings,  or  for 
furniture  or  office  fixtures,  the  hanging  of 
all  paper  or  other  fabrics  used  for  the 
covering  of  walls,  the  preparation  of  walls 
for  receiving  the  same,  the  placing  in  po¬ 
sition  of  finished  wall  mouldings,  the  imi¬ 
tation  of  woods  (graining),  marbles  or 
other  materials,  the  enameling  and  gilding 
of  furniture,  mural  decorations  and  struct¬ 
ural  wood  work,  the  setting  of  all  glass 
with  the  exception  of  art  leaded  glass. 
(Subject  to  revision.) 

UNITED  ASSOCIATION  OF  JOURNEY¬ 
MEN  PLUMBERS,  GAS  FITTERS, 
STEAM  FITTERS  AND 
HELPERS. 

All  piping  for  water,  waste,  supply, 
leader,  soil,  sewerage,  fire  and  vent  lines. 

All  piping  for  water  filters,  waters  me¬ 
ters.  and  setting  of  same. 

All  piping  for  hot  and  cold  water  used 
for  domestic  and  culinary  purposes. 

All  piping  for  sprinkler  work  of  every 
description. 


REPORT  OF  PROCEEDINGS. 


z;> 


All  piping  for  pneumatic  vacuum  clean¬ 
ing  systems  of  every  description. 

All  piping  for  oil  and  gasoline  tanks, 
automobiles,  garages,  etc.  . 

All  piping  for  drinking  water  fountains. 

All  piping  for  sterilizing  systems  of 
every  description. 

All  piping  for  pneumatic  tube  work. 

All  piping  for  railing  work  of  every 
description. 

All  piping  of  block  tin  coils  and  all 
air  pumping  for  same  in  connection  with 
bar  work. 

All  piping  for  house  pumps  and  ejectors 
in  connection  with  sewerage  systems. 

All  piping  for  natural  and  artificial  gas 
for  any  purpose. 

All  piping  for  pumps  of  every  descrip¬ 
tion. 

All  piping  for  engine  and  boiler  con¬ 
nections  of  every  description. 

All  piping  used  for  power  or  heating 
purposes,  either  by  water,  air,  steam  or 
any  other  method. 

All  piping  for  refrigerating  ice  machines, 
whether  brine  or  ammonia. 

All  piping  for  hydraulic,  vacuum,  pneu¬ 
matic  air  piping  of  every  description. 

All  pipe  flitting  in  connection  with  loco¬ 
motives  and  railway  cars.  All  marine 
piping. 

All  sheet  lead  lining  for  any  purpose. 

All  assembling,  hanging  and  conecting 
of  all  fixtures  used  for  illuminating  pur¬ 
poses. 

All  piping  for  connecting  stoves,  fire 
grates,  furnaces,  dryers,  heaters  and  boil¬ 
ers  of  every  description. 

All  iron  piping  for  speaking  tubes. 

The  assembling  and  placing  in  position 
of  all  fixtures  used  in  connection  with 
plumbing,  gas  fitting,  steam  fitting,  power 
pipe  fitting  and  sprinkler  fitting. 

INTERNATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  OF 
STEAM  AND  HOT  WATER  FIT¬ 
TERS  AND  HELPERS  OF 
AMERICA. 

All  engine  and  boiler  connections  of 
every  description. 

All  piping  used  for  power  or  heating 
purposes,  either  by  water,  air,  steam,  or 
any  other  method. 

All  piping  used  for  refrigerating,  ice  ma¬ 
chines  or  ice-making  purposes,  by  brim, 
ammonia  or  any  other  method. 

All  piping  used  for  fire  extinguishing 
purposes  by  either  water,  steam  or  any 
other  method. 

All  piping  used  for  hydraulic,  vacuum, 
pneumatic,  and  air  piping  of  every  de¬ 
scription. 

All  piping  on  pumps  and  all  other 
power  generators. 

All  piping  used  for  mechanical  and 
manufacturing  purposes. 

JOURNEYMEN  STONECUTTERS’  ASSO¬ 
CIATION  OF  NORTH  AMERICA. 

The  members  of  this  Association  shall 
consist  of  journeymen  stonecutters,  stone 
carvers,  stone  setters  and  machine  men. 


This  Association  claims  the  setting  oL 
all  cut  stone  and  artificial  stone. 

All  stone  work  on  which  a  mallet,  masn 
hammer  and  chisel  are  used,  shoddy  work 
and  pitchfaced  ashlar  and  artificial  stone 
included,  shall  be  considered  as  practical 
stonecutting,  and  must  be  performed  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  rules  and  regulations  or 
the  branch  under  which  it  is  done,  pro¬ 
vided  it  does  not  conflict  with  the  Consti¬ 
tution  and  By-Laws  of  the  general  union. 

CERAMIC,  MOSAIC  AND  ENCAUSTIC 
TILE  LAYERS  AND  HELPERS’ 
INTERNATIONAL  UNION. 

The  Ceramic,  Mosaic  and  Encaustic  Tile 
Layers  and  Helpers’  International  Union, 
claims  the  preparation  of  spaces  on  walls, 
floors  and  ceilings  where  tiles  are  to  be 
set  or  laid. 

Also  the  setting  of  all  ceramic,  mosaic 
and  encaustic  tiling,  and  all  rubber,  glass,, 
cement,  marbleithic,  tessalated,  tiffany, 
quarry,  faience,  terre  vitrae,  grueby  and 
enameled  tiles,  or  any  kindred  composition 
that  may  be  added  to  or  substituted  for 
the  above  at  any  time. 

Also  the  repairing  and  setting  of  all- 
fireplaces  and  mantels. 

DEFINITION. 

Tiles  that  are  used  for  sanitary  or  deco¬ 
rative  purposes  for  covering  spaces  on 
walls,  floors,  ceilings,  mantel  facings,  o«r 
other  spaces  interior  or  exterior,  depend¬ 
ing  on  their  adhesion  through  the  agency 
of  cement  or  its  basic  requirements  to  an¬ 
other  body,  and  do  not  enter  into  the- 
actual  construction  of  the  building. 

INTERNATIONAL  BROTHERHOOD  OF 
COMPOSITION  ROOFERS. 

Plastic  slate,  slag,  gravel  and  all  kinds 
of  asphalt  and  composition  roofing,  damp 
and  waterproofing,  including  rock  asphalt., 
mastic  when  used  for  damp  or  water¬ 
proofing  all  paper  roofing  and  all  com¬ 
pressed  paper,  all  chemically  prepared 
papers,  when  used  for  roofing  and  damp¬ 
proofing  purposes,  with  or  without  coat¬ 
ing,  in  or  outside  of  buildings,  including 
all  damp  courses  or  sheating,  or  coating, 
on  all  foundation  work,  also  all  tar  con¬ 
crete  floors. 

OPERATIVE  PLASTERERS’  INTERNA¬ 
TIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 

“All  plastering,  plain  and  ornamental, 
when  done  with  stucco,  cement,  lime  mor¬ 
tars  or  patent  materials,  artificial  marble- 
work  and  compo  work  in  all  its  branches.” 

Delegate  Duffy — The  Convention  of  the 
American  Federation,  just  adjourned,  re¬ 
ferred  a  number  of  matters  to  this  De¬ 
partment.  I  would  like  to  have  the  Sec¬ 
retary  authorized  to  get  those  matters 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  American  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Labor  and  have  them  printed 
in  the  minutes. 

Secretary  Spencer  announced  that  as 
soon  as  the  matters  referred  were  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Amcr- 
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Jca.n  Federation  of  Labor  they  would  be 
referred  by  the  President  to  the  different 
■committees  and  printed  in  the  minutes. 

Delegate  Leps.  for  the  Committee  on 
Rules  and  Order  of  Business,  read  the 
following : 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON 
RULES  AND  ORDER  OF 
BUSINESS. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  First 

Annual  Convention  of  the  Building 

Trades  Department,  held  at  Denver, 

Colo. 

RULES. 

We  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  rules  for  the  government  of  the 
Convention  : 

Rule  1. — The  Convention  shall  be  called 
to  order  at  9  a.  m.  and  remain  in  ses¬ 
sion  until  12  o’clock  noon,  reassemble  at 
2  p.  m.  and  continue  in  session  until  5:30 
p.  m.,  except  on  Saturdays,  which  shall 
be  a  half  holiday. 

Rule  2. — If  a  delegate,  while  speaking,  be 
called  to  order,  he  shall,  at  the  request  of 
the  chair,  take  his  seat  until  the  question 
of  order  is  decided. 

Rule  3. — Should  two  or  more  delegates 
rise  to  speak  at  the  same  time,  the  chair 
shall  decide  who  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Rule  4. — No  delegate  shall  interrupt  an¬ 
other  in  his  remarks,  except  it  be  to  call 
him  to  a  point  of  order. 

Rule  5. — A  delegate  shall  not  speak  more 
than  once  on  the  same  subject  until  all 
who  wish  to  speak  shall  have  had  an 
opportunity  to  do  so. 

Rule  6. — A  delegate  shall  not  speak  more 
than  twice  upon  a  question  without  per¬ 
mission  from  the  Convention. 

Rule  7. — Speeches  shall  be  limited  to  ten 
minutes,  but  the  time  of  speaking  may  be 
extended  by  majority  vote  of  the  Con¬ 
vention. 

Rule  8. — A  motion  shall  not  be  open  for 
discussion  until  it  has  been  seconded  and 
stated  from  the  chair. 

Rule  9. — At  the  request  of  five  (5)  mem¬ 
bers  the  mover  of  a  motion  shall  be  re¬ 
quired  to  reduce  it  to  writing. 

Rule  10. — When  a  question  is  pending  be¬ 
fore  the  Convention,  no  motion  shall  be  in 
order  except  to  adjourn,  to  refer,  for  the 
previous  question,-  to  postpone  indefinitely, 
to  postpone  for  a  certain  time,  to  divide 
or  amend,  which  motions  shall  have  pre¬ 
cedence  in  the  order  named. 

Rule  11. — Motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
shall  not  be  debatable. 

Rule  12. — A  motion  to  reconsider  shaii 
not  be  entertained  unless  made  by  a  dele¬ 
gate  who  voted  in  the  majority,  and  shall 
receive  a  maiority  vote. 

Rule  13. — That  any  member  failing  to 
answer  roll  call  shall  be  marked  absent, 
but  by  unavoidable  absence  he  may  so 
report  to  the  Secretary  and  be  marked 
present. 

Rule  14. — It  shall  require  at  least  twenty 
members  to  move  the  previous  question. 

Rule  15. — All  resolutions  shall  bear  the 
signature  of  the  introducer  and  the  titio 


of  his  union,  and  shall  be  presented  in 
duplicate. 

Rule  16. — No  motion  or  resolution  shart 
be  voted  upon  until  the  mover  or  intro¬ 
ducer  has  had  a  chance  to  speak,  if  he  so 
desires. 

Rule  17. — The  Convention  shall  sit  in 
executive  session  only. 

Rule  18. — No  resolution  shall  be  received 
after  5:30  Wednesday,  November  25th, 
without  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
Convention. 

Rule  19. — Roberts’  Rules  of  Order  shad 
be  the  guide  on  all  matters  not  herein 
provided  for. 

CHARLES  H.  LEPS, 

*  W.  .T.  COSTELLO, 

EDWARD  BARRY, 
JOHN  TAGGART. 

Committee. 

Delegate  Taggart — I  move  the  adoption 

of  the  report  of  the  committee.  (Sec¬ 
onded.) 

Delegate  McCarthy  moved  as  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  report  of  the  committee  that 
the  hour  for  adjournment  of  the  after¬ 
noon  session  be  changed  from  5:30  to  5 
o'clock.  (Seconded.) 

The  question  was  discussed  by  Dele¬ 
gates  Taggart  and  Featherston. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate 
McCarthy  -was  adopted. 

Delegate  Leps — I  call  your  attention  to 
the  rule  which  provides  that  the  Conven¬ 
tion  shall  sit  in  executive  session  only. 

Delegate  McCarthy — Does  that  provide 
that  men  carrying  cards  In  organizations 
affiliated  with  the  Building  Trades  De¬ 
partment  will  have  to  leave  the  hall 
while  we  are  in  session? 

President  Kirby — The  man  who  carries 
such  a  card  is  entitled  to  a  seat  here  so 
long  as  he  conducts  himself  in  a  prope. 
manner. 

Delegate  Costello,  Delegate  Leps  ana 
Delegate  Taggart  stated  that  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  committee  was  that  no  one 
but  delegates  be  allowed  in  the  Conven¬ 
tion  during  the  sessions,  except  officers 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Delegate  Cramptou  and  Delegate  O’Sul¬ 
livan  spoke  in  favor  of  admitting  mem¬ 
bers  of  organizations  affiliated  with  the 
Department. 

Delegate  Taggart  moved  as  an  amend¬ 
ment  that  Rule  17  be  stricken  from  the 
report  of  the  committee. 

Delegate  O’Sullivan  suggested  that  the 
amendment  provide  for  the  striking  out 
of  Rule  17  and  the  insertion  of  Section 
30  of  the  Constitution,  which  provides 
that  the  Convention  shall  have  power  to 
order  an  executive  session  at  any  time. 

The  question  was  further  discussed  Dy 
Delegates  Skemp  and  Duncan. 
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Delegate  Duncan — I  move  as  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  report  of  the  committee  that 
the  word  “only”  be  stricken  out  of  Rul~ 
17,  and  that  it  provide  that  members  of 
affiliated  unions  be  permitted  to  occupy 
£eats  in  the  rear  of  the  hall  when  not 
needed  by  the  delegates.  (Seconded  and 
carried.) 

Delegate  Breidenbach  moved  that  the 
rules  be  further  amended  to  provide  for 
reconvening  at  1 :30  instead  of  2  p.  m. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  carried 
by  a  vote  of  21  to  19. 

Delegate  Taggart  moved  as  a  further 
amendment  to  the  report  of  the  commk- 
tee  that  the  hour  for  convening  the  morn¬ 
ing  session  be  changed  from  9  o’clock  to 
8:30.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  McCarthy  moved  as  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  amendment  that  the  hour  for 
convening  the  morning  session  be  changed 
to  8  o’clock.  (Seconded.) 

Both  amendments  were  voted  on  ana 
lost. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Rules 
and  Order  of  Business  was  then  adopted 
as  amended. 

.  President  Kirby  called  for  reports  from 
committees.  The  chairmen  of  committees 
reported  progress,  and  stated  that  no  re¬ 
ports  were  ready  to  be  presented  to  the 
Convention. 

The  following  resolutions  were  intro¬ 
duced  and  referred  by  the  President  to 
the  various  committees : 

Resolution  No.  1 — By  Denver  Carpenters’ 
District  Council : 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the 

Building  Trades  Department  of  the 

American  Federation  of  Labor. 

We,  the  Carpenters’  District  Council,  hi 
regular  session,  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  Building  Trades  Council  in  the 
case  of  the  Denver  Building  Trades  Coun¬ 
cil  vs.  The  Carpenters’  District  Council, 
when  the  said  Building  Trades  Council 
tried  and  fined  the  Carpenters’  District 
Council  for  some  violation  said  to  have 
been  committed  by  one  J.  Troost  of  the 
Carpenters’  Union  No.  55. 

We  base  our  appeal  on  Article  IV.,  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3  and  4,  of  Trade  Rules,  Consti¬ 
tution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Denver  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  Council,  pages  13-14,  respect¬ 
ively.  The  Carpenters’  District  Council, 
defendants,  were  never  notified  that  said 
J.  Troost.  a  member  of  their  organization, 
had  violated  any  laws  of  the  said  Building 
Trades  Council ;  but  the  Executive  Board 
was  notified  that  the  Trial  Committee  of 
The  Building  Trades  Council  would  be  in 
session,  and  for  them  to  appear,  which 
they  did,  but  when  defense  was  offered, 
were  notified  that  the  Building  Trades 
Council  was  trying  the  case  and  they  had 
nothing  to  say. 


We  further  appeal  on  the  grounds  that 
it  was  unconstitutional  and  illegal,  and 
that  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the 
Denver  Building  Trades  Council  do  not 
conform  with  the  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws  of  the  Building  Trades  Department 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  and 
further,  that  they  directly  conflict  with 
the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the 
United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  ana 
Joiners  of  America,  which  grants  our  local 
or  District  Council  the  right  to  try,  fine, 
suspend  or  expel  our  own  members,  such 
as  the  Trial  Committee  or  District  Council 
may  decide. 

We  further  appeal  from  Article  IV., 
Sections  1,  2.  3  and  4,  of  the  Constitution 
and  By-Laws  of  the  Denver  Building 
Trades  Council  being  a  part  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Denver 
Building  Trades  Council,  as  it  may  in  the 
future  cause  dissension  in  the  organiza¬ 
tions  above  named.  We  further  ask  tliar 
said  part,  Article  IV.,  Sections  1,  2,  3  ana 
4,  of  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the 
Denver  Building  Trades  Council  be  dt  - 
dared  null  and  void,  as  it  conflicts  with 
our  International  organization  and  the 
Building  Trades  Department  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Federation. 

We  further  appeal  on  the  grounds  that 
the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the 
Building  Trades  Council  of  Denver  do  not 
give  the  right  of  appeal,  only  to  the  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  Council  of  Denver,  and  not  to 
the  Building  Trades  Department  of  tne 
American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  W.  H.  MARKER, 
PETER  JOHNS, 
BERT  WHITE. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  2 — By  Building  Trades 
Mechanics’  Council  of  Washington,  D.  C., 
and  vicinity: 

Mr.  James  Kirby.  President  Building 

Trades  Department  of  the  American 

Federation  of  Labor. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother— At  the  last  reg¬ 
ular  meeting  of  this  Council,  held  No¬ 
vember  10,  1908.  I  was  instructed  to  notify 
you  that  the  National  Hotel  of  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.,  has  been  declared  unfair  by 
the  Building  Trades  of  Washington.  We 
earnestly  request  all  national  officers  and 
friends  of  organized  labor  who  happen  to 
drop  into  our  city  to  refrain  from  patron¬ 
izing  this  hotel,  and  you  will  be  doing  our 
movement  a  lot  of  good  if  you  place  this 
before  the  Convention  of  the  Building 
Trades  Department.  Hoping  that  this 
favor  will  be  granted,  and  thanking  you  in 
advance  for  same. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  3 — By  Building  Trades 
Mechanics’  Council  of  Washington,  D.  C., 
and  vicinity: 

Kindly  place  the  protest  of  this  Council 
against  the  action  of  Local  132,  United 
Brotherhood  of  Carpenters,  before  the 
Convention,  as  we  expect  results  from  this 
Convention. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Adjustment. 
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Resolution  No.  4 — By  Louisville  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  Department  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor: 

Greeting:  We,  the  undersigned,  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Building  Trades  De¬ 
partment  and  other  crafts  affiliated  with 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  beg 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  deplorable 
conditions  prevailing  in  the  labor  inovw- 
ment  in  Louisville.  Ky.,  a  city  recognized 
as  the  gateway  to  the  South,  and  with  u 
population  of  250,000  people,  and  of  whom 
at  least  40,000  are  wage  earners,  while  the 
number  of  organized  workers  does  not  ex¬ 
ceed  4,000. 

In  looking  over  such  conditions  as  these, 
there  certainly  must  be  some  cause  for 
this  weakness  and  lack  of  organization. 
Each  of  us  has  given  years  of  work  in  the 
movement,  and  has  devoted  and  given  con¬ 
siderable  study  and  efforts  to  promote  the 
interests  of  the  trade  movement  in  this 
city,  and  we  have  now  reached  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  we  need  the  assistance  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  in  remedy¬ 
ing  the  evils  which  retard  our  progress. 

We  believe  that  the  greatest  hindrance 
to  the  labor  movement  in  our  city  is  the 
Central  Body  as  now  constituted  and  con¬ 
ducted. 

We  charge  that  the  Executive  Officials 
of  the  Central  Body  are  responsible,  who, 
by  their  arbitrary  rulings  and  inconsistent 
actions  and  violations  of  all  laws  and 
usages,  thwart  the  will  of  the  rank  and 
file,  and  the  President  of  the  Louisville 
Federation  of  Labor  is  principally  instru¬ 
mental  in  carrying  out  this  obnoxious 
programme. 

They  maintain  their  hold  upon  the 
labor  movement  through  every  method  of 
chicanery  conceivable.  As  an  example, 
the  delegate*  who  is  now  representing  the 
Central  Body  from  Louisville  at  the  Den¬ 
ver  Convention,  and  who  claims  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Bill  Posters’  organization, 
appeared  before  the  Detroit  Convention 
of  the  International  Brotherhood  of  Team¬ 
sters,  Monday,  August  3,  1908,  claiming  to 
represent  a  local  of  Colored  Teamsters  ex 
clusively.  We  refer  you  to  the  official 
proceedings  of  the  Convention,  page  No.  14. 

This  man  has  represented  so  many  or¬ 
ganizations  that  we  are  in  doubt  whether 
he  is  a  member  of  any  organization. 

lie  was  selected  a  delegate  of  your 
present  Convention  through  the  fact  that 
the  books  of  the  Central  Body  are  in  the 
possession  of  one  whom  he  controls,  and 
postal'  notices  were  sent  out  to  only  those 
delegates  who  would  support  him.  We 
hold  that  at  least  twenty  per  cent,  of  the 
organizations  as  represented  in  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Body,  and  who  support  the  Executive 
Officers,  are  organizations  in  name  only, 
and  are  used  to  defeat  the  will  of  the  bona 
fide  Trade  Unions. 

There  are  also  delegates  In  the  Central 
Body  who  do  not  belong  to  any  union 
or  follow  any  trade  for  a  livelihood. 
These  people  are  also  pressed  into  service 
when  their  interests  are  demanded. 

During  the  Building  Trade  strike  of  1907 
every  effort  was  made  to  defeat  the  strike 
of  this  crowd,  who  used  the  daily  press, 


as  well  as  the  Official  Organ  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Body,  to  accomplish  their  end. 

It  was  necessary  for  the  Building  Trade 
Department  to  place  several  firms  on  the 
We  Don’t  Patronize  List,  all  of  which 
were  removed  by  the  Central  Body  and 
the  Building  Trade  Council  denounced  for 
their  actiou,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the 
building  work  was  then  being  done  and 
completed  by  non-union  men. 

Under  separate  cover  we  forward  you 
a  copy  of  President  Samuel  Gompers’  let¬ 
ter  to  the  Central  Body,  with  reference  to 
Congressman  Swager  Sherley  s  labor  rec¬ 
ord.  The  official  letter,  however,  was  with¬ 
held  from  the  delegates  until  after  the  pri¬ 
mary  election,  in  which  Sherley  received 
the  nomination  largely  through  the  effort 
of  the  Executive  Officers  of  the  Central 
Body. 

We  also  call  your  attention  to  the  en¬ 
closed  copy  of  the  Official  Organ  of  the 
bitter  attack  upon  the  honor  and  integ¬ 
rity  of  our  great  leader  of  our  move¬ 
ment,  Mr.  Samuel  Gompers,  which  is  very 
inconsistent,  and  emanated  from  one  who 
holds  the  commission  of  Organizer  and 
likewise  is  financially  interested  and  busi¬ 
ness  manager  of  the  Official  Organ,  and 
who  is  now  a  delegate  to  your  Convention. 

You  may  reply  and  ask  us  why  we  do 
not  remedy  these  evils  ourselves.  In  re¬ 
ply  we  say,  several  International  Organ¬ 
izers  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
who  came  to  Louisville  within  the  last 
vear,  stating  that  they  were  to  investigate 
and  admitting  that  there  is  something 
radically  wrong,  departed  from  here  with¬ 
out  consulting  the  aggrieved  unions. 

This  statement  may  call  for  report  from 
the  visiting  Organizers,  and,  while  Mr. 
Buckalew  was  not  invested  with  the  au¬ 
thority  from  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  for  that  purpose,  however,  while  he 
was  here  in  our  city,  we  respectfully  refer 
him  to  you  for  an  impartial  statement  or 
the  conduct  of  the  accredited  officers  of 
the  Central  Body. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  many  out¬ 
rageous  impositions  to  which  we  are  sub¬ 
jected  by  me  accused,  and  wre  now  appeal 
to  the  Convention  now  in  session  in  Den¬ 
ver.  Colorado,  for  immediate  relief  from 
the  existing  evils. 

We  request  a  revocation  of  the  commis¬ 
sion  as  Organizer  of  the  American  Fed¬ 
eration  of  "Labor  of  all  parties  herein 
charged,  and  a  reorganization  of  the  Louls- 
ville  Federation  of  Labor  under  the  direct 
supervision  of  several  members  of  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Council  of  the  Ameriean  Federation 
of  Labor,  one  of  which  we  believe  should 
be  a  member  of  the  Building  Trades  De¬ 
partment. 

Unless  some  immediate  action  is  taken  to 
right  the  wrong,  it  means  a  disintegration 
of  the  entire  labor  movement  in  Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

We  respectfully  submit  this  for  your 
consideration,  and  beg  to  remain, 

Fraternally  yours, 

(Signed)  .T.  E.  MERRICK, 

Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

,T.  B.  POTTS,  President. 
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Resolution  No.  5 — By  Delegates  Frank 
Duffy,  Dan  H.  Deegon,  J.  T.  Cosgrove, 
D.  F.  Fcatkerston.  P.  H.  McCarthy,  United 
Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of 
America : 


WHEREAS,  The  Building  Trades  of  the 
•city  of  Philadelphia  are  at  the  present 
time  in  a  deplorable  condition,  and  have 
for  several  years  past  been  gradually  grow¬ 
ing  weaker  and  weaker  and  more  divided 
•every  year,  due  to  abuses  of  the  laws  and 
mismanagement  of  the  affairs  by  those 
who  were  in  control  of  the  machinery  of 
the  Allied  Building  Trades  Council,  there¬ 
by  compelling,  from  time  to  time,  the  real 
basic  trades  to  withdraw  therefrom,  until 
at  the  present  time  there  is  scarcely  a 
semblance  of  a  Building  Trades  Council ; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  in  Convention  assembled,  at  its 
last  meeting,  in  order  to  remedy  just  such 
■evils  as  exist  here  and  bring  about  a  unity 
of  action  in  the  Building  Trades  for  the 
betterment  of  conditions  therein,  created  a 
Building  Trades  Department,  to  be  con¬ 
ducted  and  controlled  by  trades  nationally 
eligible  to  said  Department;  and 

WHEREAS,  through  an  acknowledged 
error  of  judgment  and  an  entire  lack  of 
investigation  as  to  the  conditions  here  by 
the  Secretary  of  this  Department,  said 
Secretary  issued  a  charter  for  a  Local 
Branch  of  this  Department  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  to  the  so-called  Allied  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  without  any  consideration  be¬ 
ing  given  to  the  trades  not  affiliated  there¬ 
with,  and  whose  numerical  strength  is 
more  than  three  to  one  as  against  those 
affiliated;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  said  Allied  Building 
Trades  has  on  its  books  seventeen  trades, 
seven  of  which  are  not  nationally  eligi¬ 
ble  to  this  Department,  such  as  the  Pavers 
and  Rammers,  Cedar  Vat  and  Tank  Build¬ 
ers,  Boilermakers,  Stained  Art  Glass 
Workers,  Terra  Cotta  Workers,  etc. ;  and 

WHEREAS,  We,  as  representing  the 
various  building  trades  not  affiliated  with 
said  Allied  Building  Trades  Council,  have 
for  many  weeks  done  all  in  our  power  to 
have  a  reorganization  of  the  Building 
Trades  here  in  conformity  with  the  sup¬ 
posed  intention  of  the  Department  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  present  Allied  Building 
Trades  Council,  through  its  representa¬ 
tives,  owing  to  the  fact  of  being  in  pos¬ 
session  of  the  charter  granted  them 
through  an  error  of  judgment,  have  abso¬ 
lutely  refused  to  accede  to  a  reorganiza¬ 
tion  of  the  trades,  but  still  persist  in  car¬ 
rying  on  their  business  in  the  same  old 
way  to  the  detriment  of  all  organized  la¬ 
bor;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we  appeal  to  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  delegates  of  the  Convention  as¬ 
sembled  to  use  its  influence  with  this  De¬ 
partment  to  have  the  charter  issued  to 
Philadelphia  recalled  and  a  complete  re¬ 
organization  of  the  Building  Trades  ef¬ 
fected  in  pursuance  of  the  intentions  of 


the  Building  Trades  Department  and  in 
conformity  with  its  laws. 

(Signed) 

JAMES  A.  RYAN. 

For  the  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters. 

thomas  McGuire, 

For  the  Granite  Cutters. 

THOMAS  MAHON, 

For  the  Soft  Stone  Cutters. 

FRED  MARSHALL, 

For  the  Amalgamated  Society  of  Car¬ 
penters. 

GEORGE  W.  POWELL, 

For  the  Interior  Marble  Workers. 

CHARLES  DOUGHERTY, 

For  the  International  Association  Steam 
Fitters. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  6 — By  Delegates  Frank 
Duffy,  J.  T.  Cosgrove,  D.  F.  Featherston, 
Dan  II.  Deegon,  P.  H.  McCarthy,  United 
Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of 
America : 

WHEREAS,  At  the  formation  of  the 
Bulding  Trades  Department,  by  and  with 
the  consent  of  the  Twenty-Seventh  Annual 
Convention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  held  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  November, 
1907,  it  was  generally  understood  that  said 
Department  have  headquarters  and  offices 
with  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  at 
Washington,  D.  C. ;  and 

WHEREAS,  When  said  Building  Trades 
Department  was  legally  organized  and 
chartered  by  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  offices  could  not  be  secured  with 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  as  it 
was  claimed  space  was  unavailable;  and 

WHEREAS,  Office  space  was  secured  in 
the  Colorado  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. ; 
and 

WHEREAS,  All  the  work  between  the 
offices  of  the  Building  Trades  Depart¬ 
ment  and  the  offices  of  the  American  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Labor  is  done  through  corre¬ 
spondence,  and  justly  so,  as  it  is  necessary 
to  have  records  on  file  between  both  par¬ 
ties,  showing  all  legal  transactions,  it  is 
therefore  not  necessary  that  the  offices  of 
the  Building  Trades  Department  be  lo¬ 
cated  in  Washington,  D.  C. ;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  offices  and  head¬ 
quarters  of  tiie  Building  Trades  Depart¬ 
ment  be  located  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  for 
the  following  reasons: 

First  —  Because  in  Indianapolis  three 
Building  Trades  International  organiza¬ 
tions  have  their  headquarters  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time. 

Second — Because  Indianapolis  is  the  most 
convenient  place  in  the  entire  country,  and 
the  center  of  population,  as  well  as  being 
surrounded  by  cities  where  headquarters 
of  other  Building  Trades  organizations  are 
located.  The  Painters’  headquarters  are 
in  Lafayette,  Ind.;  the  Plasterers’  in  Pitts¬ 
burg,  Pa.;  the  Tile  Layers’  in  Pittsburg, 
Pa. ;  the  Plumbers’  in  Chicago,  Ill.;  the 
Lathers’  in  Cleveland.  Ohio;  the  Electrical 
Workers’  in  Springfield,  Ill.;  the  Sheet 
Metal  Workers’  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  etc.; 
and 
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Third — Because  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  would 
be  more  convenient  in  which  to  hold  con¬ 
ferences,  when  necessary,  or  wTlien  required, 
than  Washington,  D.  C. 

Referred  to  Organization  Committee. 

Resolution  No.  7 — By  Delegates  Frank 
Duffy,  Dan  H.  Deegon,  P.  H.  McCarthy, 
Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of 
America : 

WHEREAS,  The  Twenty-Eighth  Annual 
Convention  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  held  in  Denver,  Colo.,  during  the 
past  two  weeks,  referred  certain  matters 
to  the  Building  Trades  Department  Con¬ 
vention  for  adjustment;  and 

WHERAS,  It  is  the  duty  of  said  Con¬ 
vention  to  report  back  to  the  parent  body 
what  action  has  been  taken  on  these  mat¬ 
ters;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  next  Convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  will  not  be 
held  for  another  year;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  future  Conven¬ 
tions  of  the  Building  Trades  Department 
be  held  some  months  previous  to  the  hold¬ 
ing  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
Conventions,  so  that  these  matters,  when 
finally  passed  upon,  may  be  reported  to 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  Con¬ 
vention  in  detail. 

IT  IS  FURTHER  UNDERSTOOD,  That 
the  holding  of  these  Conventions,  as  herein 
stated,  wrould  not  interfere  "whatever  with 
the  Executive  Council  of  the  Building 
Trades  Department  adjusting  these  mat¬ 
ters.  Questions  not  adjusted  to  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Convention  for  action,  along 
with  a  detailed  renort  covering  all  contro¬ 
versies  settled.  The  whole  to  be  ait*-*-- 
wards  incorporated  in  a  report  to  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  American  Federation  of  La¬ 
bor  Convention  for  adoption ;  approval  or 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  Con¬ 
vention  to  be  final  and  binding  on  all  par¬ 
ties  at  interest. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Laws. 

Resolution  No.  8 — By  Delegates  Frank 
Duffy,  J.  T.  Cosgrove,  D.  F.  Featherston. 
Dan  H.  Deegon  and  P.  H.  McCarthy,  of 
the  United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and 
Joiners  of  America: 

WHEREAS,  The  laws  governing  the 
United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and 
Joiners  of  America,  both  locally  and  na¬ 
tionally,  are  made  by  referendum  vote  of 
its  members,  and  cannot  be  made  by  any 
other  means;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  has  been  reported  that 
the  laws  of  Local  Building  Trades  De¬ 
partments  or  Councils  are  made  by  the 
Departments  or  Councils,  and  are  not  sub¬ 
mitted  to  referendum  vote  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  organizations  affiliated ;  and 

WHEREAS,  Such  action  on  behalf  of 
such  Departments  or  Councils  conflict 
with  the  laws  of  the  United  Brotherhood 
of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  America, 
thereby  causing  dissatisfaction  among  our 
members  and  friction  with  our  laws; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  all  local  laws,  be¬ 


fore  becoming  operative,  be  submitted  for 
referendum  vote  of  the  members  of  the 
organizations  affiliated,  and  that  it  require 
a  two-thirds  majority  vote  to  make  theta 
forcible. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Laws. 

Resolution  No.  9 — By  Delegate  E.  Arnold, 
Brotherhood  of  Painters,  Decorators  and 
Paperhangers : 

WHEREAS,  It  is  a  cardinal  principle  of 
this  Department  to  assist  each  other  im 
time  of  trouble;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  sympathetic  strike  is 
our  most  powerful  weapon;  therefore., 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  all  affiliated  Unions 
are  hereby  instructed  to  insert  a  clause- 
in  their  agreements  with  their  employers 
pertaining  to  the  sympathetic  strike. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  10 — By  Delegates  A.  C, 
Sanders,  Herbert  Crampton  and  William 
Fyfe  (American  Federation  of  Labor  Con¬ 
vention)  : 

“Resolution  No.  2 — (Introduced  in  A.  F. 
of  L.  Convention — By  Delegates  William 
Fyfe  and  Herbert  Crampton,  Amalgamated 
Society  of  Carpenters : 

“WHEREAS,  The  Building  Ti-ades 
Council  of  Denver,  Colo.,  has  x-efused  to 
seat  the  elected  delegates  of  the  Denver 
First  Branch  of  The  Amalgamated  So¬ 
ciety  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners;  therefore, 
be  it 

“RESOLVED,  That  this  Federation  in¬ 
struct  the  officers  of  the  Building  Trades 
Department.  American  Federation  of  La¬ 
bor,  to  order  the  seating  of  said  dele¬ 
gates  as  per  Section  2  of  Article  XI.,  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  American  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Labor.” 

WHEREAS,  The  above  resolution  was 
referred  to  this  Department  by  the 
Twenty  Eighth  Annual  Convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  President  of  this  De¬ 
partment  has  referred  to  the  fact  of  his 
iiaving  notified  the  Building  Trades  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Denver  to  seat  the  duly  elected' 
delegates  of  the  First  Branch  of  the  Amal¬ 
gamated  Society  of  Carpenters  and  Join¬ 
ers;  thei’efore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Convention  issue 
an  immediate  order  to  seat  said  delegates 
of  the  Denver  First  Branch  of  the  Amal¬ 
gamated  Society  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners 
in  accordance  with  Section  38  and  Section 
51  of  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of 
this  Department  of  the  Building  Trades 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Adjustment. 

Resolution  No.  11 — By  Delegate  George 
F.  Hedrick,  Brotherhood  of  Painters, 
Decorators  and  Paperhangers  of  America  r 

WHEREAS.  A  charter  has  been  granted 
to  a  portion  of  the  Building  Trades  in  the 
city  of  Buffalo  upon  the  condition  that 
they  comply  with  the  Constitution  of  the 
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Department  l»y  becoming  affifliliated  with 
the  United  Trades  and  Labor  Council; 
and 

WHEREAS,  After  repeated  efforts  on 
the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  Building 
Trades  Department,  they  have  refused  to 
become  affiliated  therewith,  and  for  some 
reason  failed  to  comply  with  the  laws 
of  the  Department;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  charter  of  the 
Local  Department  of  the  city  of  Buffalo 
be  and  is  hereby  revoked,  and  that  all 
of  the  Building  Trades  in  the  city  of 
Buffalo  be  notified  that  within  sixty  days 
from  the  date  of  notification  there  will 
be  a  charter  granted  in  that  city  to  % 


those  trades  who  will  be  by  that  time 
affiliated  with  the  Central  Body  of  that 
city. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Adjustment. 

There  being  no  further  business  before 
the  Convention,  it  was  moved  by  Dele¬ 
gate  Duncan  that  the  rules  be  suspended 
and  the  Convention  adjourned  to  3  p.  m., 
in  order  to  allow  the  committees  to  work. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  carried, 
and  the  Convention  was  adjourned  to  re¬ 
convene  at  3  p.  m. 


SECOND  DAY — Tuesday  Afternoon  Session 


The  Convention  was  called  to  order  at 
3  p.  m.,  Tuesday,  November  24th,  Presi¬ 
dent  Kirby  in  the  chair. 

ABSENTEES:  Delegates  Godshall  and 

Badgley. 

Vice-President  Hedrick  in  the  chair. 

Delegate  Featherston,  Secretary  of  the 
committee,  reported  as  follows : 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  PRESI¬ 
DENT’S  REPORT. 

To  the  Members  of  the  First  Annual 

Convention  of  the  Building  Trades  De¬ 
partment  of  the  American  Federation  of 

Labor : 

Greeting:  We,  your  committee,  have 
carefully  examined  the  report  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Kirby,  and  desire  to  express  our 
commendation  of  the  clearness  with  which 
the  various  subjects  are  presented,  and 
particularly  to  call  attention  to  the  wide 
scope  and  importance  of  the  many  sub¬ 
jects  considered,  and  in  dealing  with  the 
many  questions  in  the  report  we  shall 
endeavor  to  treat  each  subject,  item  by 
item,  under  the  following  numbers: 

We  desire  to  express  our  gratification 
at  the  healthy  growth  of  the  Department 
during  the  past  year.  We  also  wish  to 
compliment  the  President  upon  the  able 
and  efficient  manner  in  which  he  has  con¬ 
ducted  the  affairs  of  the  Department  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  year. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee, 
that  the  report  be  taken  up  seriatim, 
was  concurred  in. 

First.  The  committee  regrets  very  much 
that  the  Slate  and  Tile  Roofers  and  As- 
bestos  Workers  are  not  affiliated  with  the 
Department,  and  recommend  that  the  in¬ 
coming  officers  use  their  best  efforts  to 
have  them  become  affiliated  with  this  De¬ 
partment. 

On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  was  concurred  in. 

Second.  We,  your  committee,  approve 
of  the  issuing  of  charters  to  State  Coun¬ 


cils,  and  recommend  that  laws  be  adopted 
governing  same. 

Delegate  Clifford — I  move  the  adoption 
of  the  report  of  the  committee.  (Sec¬ 
onded.) 

Delegate  Costello — Has  the  matter  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Department  by  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Federation  of  Labor  been  presented 
to  this  Convention?  Some  action  regard¬ 
ing  this  matter  was  taken  in  the  recent 
Convention  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  and  further  consideration  of 
this  part  of  the  report  should  be  deferred 
until  that  is  received. 

Secretary  Spencer  announced  that  the 
matter  would  be  referred  to  the  Conven¬ 
tion  some  time  during  the  day  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor. 

Delegate  McCarthy  spoke  in  opposition 
to  deferring  action,  and  stated  that  the 
matter  should  be  settled  by  the  Conven¬ 
tion  of  the  Department. 

Delegate  Murray — A  resolution  was  in¬ 
troduced  in  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  Convention  in  regard  to  forming 
State  Councils  of  the  Building  Trades. 
I  thiuk  it  was  voted  down.  1  think  the 
Convention  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  adopted  a  recommendation  op¬ 
posed  to  the  formation  of  State  Councils. 
Action  should  not  be  taken  here  until 
we  have  that  recommendation  presented 
to  this  Convention.  In  view  of  that  fact 
I  move  that  this  recommendation  of  the 
committee  be  laid  on  the  table  until  some 
future  time.  (Seconded  by  Delegate  Hud- 
dell.) 

Delegate  Featherston  objected  to  lay¬ 
ing  the  report  on  the  table. 
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Delegate  Huddell  asked  that  lie  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  withdraw  his  second  to  the  mo¬ 
tion  to  table,  as  no  definite  time  was 
stated  when  it  could  be  taken  up. 

Delegate  Murray  stated  that  his  *  mo¬ 
tion  contemplated  taking  the  report  up 
when  the  recommendation  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Federation  of  Labor  Convention  was 
presented. 

Delegate  Huddell  moved  that  Section  2 
of  the  report  of  the  committee  lay  on 
the  table  until  the  matter  referred  from 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  Con-  * 
vention  could  be  presented.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  O’Sullivan  spoke  in  favor  of 
deferring  action. 

Delegate  Featherston  opposed  deferring 
action  on  the  report,  and  stated  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  committee  to 
have  the  matter  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Committee  on  Laws  if  it  was  accepted 
by  the  Convention. 

Delegate  Sullivan — In  behalf  of  the  Laws 
Committee  I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
wise,  and  I  would  almost  deem  it  unfair, 
for  this  Convention  to  enact  laws  for  the 
committee.  I  believe  if  you  do  that  you 
should  discharge  the  Laws  Committee. 

I  for  one  will  not  submit  my  name  to  any 
proposed  law  which  has  been  adopted  by 
this  Convention  and  then  referred  to  the 
committee. 

Delegate  Crampton — Is  the  issuance  of 
charters  to  state  councils  in  accordance 
with  the  resolution  adopted  in  the  Norfolk 
Convention,  and  which  appears  in  the  last 
page  of  the  proceedings  of  that  Conven¬ 
tion  ? 

Delegate  MeSorley  stated  that  the  reso¬ 
lution  adopted  in  the  Norfolk  Convention 
provided  that  the  Department  should  have 
full  autonomy  in  all  questions  pertaining 
to  the  building  trades  and  that  there 
wras  nothing  in  it  prohibiting  the  issuing 
of  state  charters. 

Delegate  Duncan  spoke  in  favor  of  de¬ 
ferring  action  until  the  recommendation 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  Con¬ 
vention  could  be  brought  before  the  De¬ 
partment.  and  stated  that  the  question 
could  then  be  taken  up  and  discussed  on 
its  merits. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was 
then  carried. 

Secretary  Featherston  of  the  committee 
continued  the  report  as  follows : 

Third.  The  committee  recommends  that 
no  local  organization  be  allowed  to  affili¬ 
ate  wTith  a  Local  Department  until  their 
National  organization  becomes  affiliated 
with  this  Department. 


A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that' 
the  report  of  the  committee  be  adopted. 

In  answer  to  a  question  by  Delegate 
Huddell,  Chairman  Hedrick  stated  that 
the  report  applied  to  all  organizations. 

Delegate  Huddell  discussed  the  ques¬ 
tion  at  some  length,  and  urged  that  the 
report  of  the  committee  be  modified  so- 
as  not  to  affect  conditions  existing  in  cer¬ 
tain  local  building  trades  councils  which 
were  solidly  organized.  He  stated  that 
it  wTould  be  unjust  to  the  organizations 
that  had  affiliated  with  such  councils  to- 
reject  them,  although  their  International 
organizations  were  not  affiliated  with  the- 
Building  Trades  Department,  and  that  it 
would  injure  the  movement  in  cities  where- 
sucli  councils  had  been  formed. 

Delegate  McNulty  spoke  in  favor  of  tlie- 
report  of  the  committee,  and  said  in  part:. 
“I  don’t  believe  that  you  can  have  a 
successful  Building  Trades  Department 
if  you  allowr  such  organizations  to  affili¬ 
ate  locally, ,  wffien  they  need  our  support^ 
and  remain  outside  w’hen  we  need  their 
support.  I  hope  wTe  wTill  adhere  strictly 
to  the  lines  originally  laid  dowTn,  that 
only  local  unions  affiliated  wTith  their- 
Internationals  that  are  affiliated  with: 
this  Department  w-ill  be  admitted  to  our- 
local  councils.  I  do  not  believe  that 
independent  local  unions  that  have  Inter¬ 
nationals  affiliated  with  this  Department 
should  be  allowed  to  join  any  local? 
council.  If  we  are  going  to  make  this 
an  international  movement,  let  us  adhere 
strictly  to  the  lines  laid  dowTn.  While 
it  may  affect  certain  cities  in  the  near¬ 
future,  it  will  only  be  for  a  short  time, 
because  as  soon  as  such  independent  or¬ 
ganizations  realize  that  they  must  get 
in  and  pay  their  per  capita  to  the  Inter¬ 
national  organizations  that  are  sending 
organizers  throughout  the  country  to  or¬ 
ganize  their  craft,  I  believe  we  wrill  do- 
well  to  let  them  remain  outside.” 

Delegate  Skemp  discussed  the  question: 
at  length,  and  said  in  part :  “While  I 
am  not  a  believer  in  special  privileges,, 
we  must  admit  that  some  of  these  organ¬ 
izations  occupy  a  unique  position  in  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor.  The 
American  Federation  of  Labor  recognizes 
that  the  Bricklayers’  International  Union 
is  the  organization  of  that  craft,  and 
has  refrained  from  organizing  a  dual 
organization  that  would  affiliate  with  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor.  It  also 
permits  locals  of  that  body  to  affiliate 
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with  the  central  bodies  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor.  That  being  the 
ease,  they  are  also  entitled  to  affiliate 
with  the  local  departments  of  the  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  Department.” 

Delegate  Duncan  discussed  the  matter 
at  length,  and  said  in  part:  “The  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  Department  is  the  business 
portion  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  for  the  transaction  of  building 
trades  affairs.  To  it  belongs  the  trans¬ 
action  of  building  trades  affairs,  and 
when  it  transacts  them,  it  does  so,  not 
only  for  the  building  trades,  but  for  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor.  The  law 
provides  that  the  Building  Trades  De¬ 
partment  is  to  be  composed  of  organiza¬ 
tions  affiliated  to  the  American  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Labor.  If  there  is  any  logic  in 
that — and  I  think  it  is  full  of  logic — it 
therefore  follows  that  building  trades 
councils  shall  be  composed  of  building 
trades  represented  in  the  central  bodies. 
The  law  of  the  American  Federation  •  of 
Labor — not  specifically  made  for  the 
Building  Trades  Department,  or  the  Metal 
Trades  Department,  or  any  other,  but 
made  as  a  general  proposition — provides 
that  unions,  to  be  entitled  to  membership 
in  a  central  body  chartered  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Federation  of  Labor,  shall  belong  to 
the  national  or  international  organizations 
of  their  specific  trade,  or  shall  be  affiliated 
directly  by  charter  with  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor.  Therein  is  specified 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  central  bodies  as  to 
what  unions  shall  compose  their  member¬ 
ship.  That  being  so,  if  unfortunately  a 
national  or  international  building  trade  is 
not  affiliated  wijh  the  American  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Labor,  but  has  locals  that  are 
friendly  to  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  and  care  for  membership  in  the 
central  ...body,  it  is  proper  for  them  to 
apply  for  affiliation,  and  the  central  body 
is  required  to  see  that  they  are  affiliated 
with  the  Building  Trades  Council.” 

President  Kirby  discussed  the  question, 
and  said  in  part:  “I  called  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  man  who  is,  affiliated 
locally,  and  not  nationally,  contributed 
nothing  towards  the  maintenance  of  this 
Department.  The  Executive  Council  of 
this  Department  decided  in  Washington 
that  locals  of  Bricklayers  and  other  or¬ 
ganizations  of  that  sort  could  affiliate  if 
they  affiliated  locally  with  the  central 
bodies.  A  large  number  of  the  officers 
of  the  building  trades  opposed  that.  I 


believe  this  is  the  proper  place  to  settle 
the  question.” 

Delegate  Costello  suggested  that  the 
question  be  deferred  until  the  matters 
referred  to  the  Department  by  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Federation  of  Labor  Convention  could 
be  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  stated 
further  that  a  new  law  had  been  adopted 
that  had  a  bearing  on  the  question. 

Delegate  Duffy  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  and  in  closing 
his  argument  said:  “I  paid  particular 
attention  to  the  questions  asked  in  the 
Norfolk  Convention  by  President  Gom- 
pers  and  Treasurer  Lennon  when  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  Committee  on  Building  Trades 
Department  was  being  considered.  I  be¬ 
lieve  Delegate  McNulty  answered  them. 
If  I  am  not  mistaken,  President  Gompers 
asked  what  organizations  would  be  per¬ 
mitted  in  this  Building  Trades  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  the  clear-cut  answer  was  given, 
‘Only  building  trades  affiliated  with  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor.’  That  is 
in  the  record.  I  suppose  those  were  some 
of  the  questions  turned  over  to  us  when 
we  were  instructed  how  this  Department 
should  be  formed.  If  the  Bricklayers  and 
others  do  not  care  anything  about  us,  we 
should  not  take  them  into  consideration. 
Let  them  stay  out  of  our  local  councils 
until  they  see  fit  to  come  into  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Federation  of  Labor  the  same  as  we 
all  came  in.” 

Delegate  O’Sullivan  discussed  the  ques¬ 
tion,  and  stated  that  he  was  in  hearty 
accord  with  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Ryan  discussed  the  question, 
and  said  in  part:  "If  locals  of  organiza¬ 
tions  not  affiliated  with  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  are  permitted  to  en¬ 
joy  the  full  privileges  of  our  sections  with¬ 
out  contributing  anything  to  this  Depart¬ 
ment,  why  cannot  every  other  Interna¬ 
tional  represented  here  do  the  same  thing? 
This  Department  is  a  new  institution,  and 
in  forming  it  we  had  to  take  over  central 
bodies  that  had  locals  in  them  of  these 
organizations,  possibly  doing  good  service 
there.  We  did  not  care  in  the  outset  to 
disturb  that  relationship,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  is  a  good  plan  to  do  it  now.  It 
may  be  well,  however,  to  do  it  in  the  fu¬ 
ture.  I  don’t  think  any  radical  action 
should  be  taken  until  at  least  another 
Convention  of  this  Department.  Give  these 
outside  organizations  a  chance  to  hold 
conventions  of  their  own  International 
unions  and  allow  them  to  consider  the 
question  of  affiliation.” 
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Delegate  Feeney — If  the  report  of  the 
committee  is  adopted,  does  it  mean  that 
all  the  locals  in  the  various  councils 
that  are  in  there  now,  and  are  not  eligible 
to  this  Department,  must  get  out? 

Chairman  Hedrick — If  the  law  is  en¬ 
forced  they  will. 

Delegate  McSorley — This  is  nothing  new 
the  committee  is  recommending ;  it  sim¬ 
ply  compels  the  local  councils  to  adhere 
more  closely  to  the  law.  "We  had  cases 
where  the  Bricklayers’  locals  made  ap¬ 
plication  to  the  local  departments,  and 
they  were  admitted.  They  stayed  until 
they  got  the  demands  they  had  presented 
and  then  withdrew  and  left  the  others  in 
the  hole.  The  only  recommendation  the 
committee  makes  is  that  the  existing  law 
be  adhered  to. 

Delegate  McNulty  asked  permission  to 
make  a  statement  and  affer  an  amend¬ 
ment.  No  objection  being  offered,  Dele¬ 
gate  McNulty  again  addressed  the  Con¬ 
vention  and  introduced  an  amendment. 
After  a  short  discussion  as  to  the  proper 
form  in  which  to  present  the  amendment, 
and  after  suggestions  had  been  offered 
by  several  delegates.  Delegate  McNulty 
offered  the  following : 

“That  in  local  departments  where  a 
local  or  locals  of  any  National  or  Inter¬ 
national  Building  Trades  organization  are 
not  affiliated  with  this  Department,  condi¬ 
tions  shall  remain  the  same. 

“But  in  local  departments  where  a  local 
or  locals  of  noil-affiliated  National  or  In¬ 
ternational  Unions  are  not  now  affiliated, 
no  Local  Unions  thereof  shall  be  admitted 
to  the  local  department  until  such  times 
as  their  respective  National  or  Interna¬ 
tional  Unions  become  affiliated  with  this 
department  through  the  American  Feder¬ 
ation  of  Labor.” 

Delegate  Featlierston,  Secretary  of  the 
committee,  spoke  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment  and  in  favor  of  the  report 
of  the  committee.  He  referred  particu¬ 
larly  to  the  condition  in  New  York  City, 
where,  he  stated,  there  were  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  locals  that  were  members  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  Central 
Labor  Union,  but  had  no  affiliation  with 
any  other  organization.  He  stated  fur¬ 
ther  that  these  organizations  should  be 
compelled  to  become  part  of  the  general 
labor  movement  in  the  regular  way. 

Delegate  Taggart  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  and  said  in  part: 
“The  committee  has  made  a  report  to 
this  Convention,  and,  as  I  understand 
it,  the  delegates  of  the  different  Inter¬ 
national  Unions  of  Building  Trades  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  American  Federation  of 


Labor  are  here  to  legislate  for  this  De¬ 
partment,  and  for  no  other.” 

Delegate  Comerford  spoke  in  favor  of 
allowing  locals  of  Internationals  not  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  Building  Trades  Depart¬ 
ment  to  remain  in  the  Building  Trades 
Council  if  they  were  members  of  the  cen¬ 
tral  bodies. 

Delegate  Leps,  in  discussing  the  ques¬ 
tion,  said :  “I  understand  there  are  in 
various  parts  of  this  country  unions  not 
eligible  to  membership  in  this  Building 
Trades  Department,  some  of  whom  have 
been  refused  charters  by  the  Executive 
Council  of  this  Department.  Is  it  the 
intention  of  this  Convention  to  say  to 
unions  that  cannot  get  in  here  that  they 
cannot  get  into  the  local  councils  because 
they  are  not  quite  universally  building 
trades?  This  is  a  part  of  the  question 
that  has  not  been  touched  upon.” 

Delegate  McSorley — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  The  amendment  offered  by  Dele¬ 
gate  McNulty  is  out  of  order,  as  it  con¬ 
flicts  with  existing  laws. 

Chairman  Hedrick — The  point  is  not 
well  taken.  The  Convention  is  here  to 
make  laws  for  the  Department. 

The  question  was  discussed  further  in 
a  general  way  by  Delegates  Costello,  Dun¬ 
can,  Featlierston,  McCarthy,  Fyfe.  Sands, 
Crampton,  Huddell,  Evans,  Skemp  and 
McNulty. 

Vice- President  Ryan  in  the  chair. 

Vice-President  Hedrick  discussed  the 
question,  and  said  in  part:  “During  the 
ten  months  this  Department  has  been 
formed,  about  seventy-five  local  depart¬ 
ments  have  been  formed.  There  are  at 
least  one  thousand  cities  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada  where  Departments 
could  be  formed.  Some  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  organizations  represented  here  this 
afternoon  have  not  the  power  in  their 
Constitutions  to  compel  their  local  or¬ 
ganizations  to  take  part  in  forming  these 
councils.  Until  our  Constitutions  are 
amended  to  allow  us  to  do  that,  some  of 
our  councils  will  lie  useless  without  the 
Bricklayers.  Some  of  the  departments 
that  are  now  organized,  if  asked  to  throw 
out  such  organizations  as  the  Bricklayers, 
will  surrender  their  charters  to  this  De¬ 
partment  and  hold  their  local  councils  in¬ 
tact.  I  believe  if  those  organizations  are 
seated  in  the  central  bodies  chartered  by 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  they 
should  be  seated  in  our  local  councils. 
It  is  not  the  fault  of  some  of  those  locals 
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that  their  Internationals  are  not  affiliated 
with  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
nor  is  it  the  fault  of  many  of  the  rank 
and  file  that  they  are  not  affiliated  with 
this  Department.” 

The  question  was  further  discussed 
briefly  by  Delegates  O’Sullivan,  McNulty. 
Duncan  and  Skemp. 

Secretary  Spencer — The  American  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Labor  claims  our  local  unions 
must  be  identified  with  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  either  locally  or  na¬ 
tionally.  If  a  local  of  the  Bricklayers 
is  willing  to  join  the  central  labor  body 
it  is  entitled  to  membership  in  the  local 
department  of  the  building  trades.  The 
organizers  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  are  trying  to  develop  our  local 
councils.  What  encouragement  will  they 
be  given  to  work  for  us  if,  after  they 
have  secured  the  affiliation  of  some  trade 
in  the  Central  Labor  Union  that  trade  will 
be  denied  admission  into  the  local  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  Council?  I  believe  the  law 
should  remain  as  it  stands  in  the  Con¬ 
stitution. 

On  motion  of  Delegate  Deegon  debate 
was  closed. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Mc¬ 
Nulty  was  lost  on  a  viva  voce  vote. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  30  to  17. 

Delegate  Duncan — I  move  the  adoption 
of  the  section  of  the  report  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent  sought  to  be  amended  by  the  com¬ 
mittee’s  report.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  MeSorley — The  committee  has 
not  concluded  submitting  its  report. 
There  has  been  nothing  before  the  Con¬ 
vention  but  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Chairman  Ryan — We  have  been  discuss¬ 
ing  a  section  of  the  report  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent  as  amended  by  the  committee’s  re¬ 
port.  You  refused  to  accept  the  report 
of  the  committee.  Now  the  original  rec¬ 
ommendation  of  the  President  is  before 
the  Convention. 

Delegate  Duncan — The  committee  of¬ 
fered  an  amendment  to  that  part  of  the 
President’s  report.  That  amendment  was 
lost,  as  was  an  amendment  to  the  report 
of  the  committee.  The  subject  matter 
that  they  offered  the  amendment  to  is 
before  the  Convention  for  a  vote.  The 
previous  question  has  been  ordered,  and 
the  regular  procedure  must  be  gone 
through  with. 

Delegate  McNulty — If  my  organization 


should  withdraw  from  this  Department 
on  account  of  a  jurisdiction  fight,  could 
one  of  our  local  unions  join  a  local  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  building  trades? 

Chairman  Ryan — No. 

Delegate  McNulty — We  should  have  the 
same  rights  as  locals  outside  of  the  move¬ 
ment. 

Delegate  MeSorley — Where  in  that  sec¬ 
tion  does  the  President  report  anything? 

Delegate  Duncan — The  recommendation 
is  contained  in  the  following  words:  “The 
Executive  Council  decided  that  where  the 
claims  of  jurisdiction  of  their  work,  etc., 
in  no  way  conflicted  with  the  locals  of 
our  affiliated  Internationals  they  would  be 
allowed  to  affiliate  locally.” 

Chairman  Ryan — The  chair  rules  that 
a  vote  in  the  affirmative  will  endorse  the 
policy  of  the  Executive  Council. 

Delegate  Price — Does  that  mean  that  a 
dual  organization  not  affiliated  with  its 
International  will  be  recognized? 

Chairman  Ryan — It  does  not. 

Secretary  Spencer — The  President’s  re¬ 
port  says  distinctly  if  there  is  no  con¬ 
flict  to  the  claim  of  jurisdiction  the  local 
may  be  admitted. 

The  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Dun¬ 
can  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  25  to  IS. 

The  following  matters  were  presented 
to  the  Convention  by  the  President  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and 
referred  by  President  Kirby  to  the  proper 
committees : 

Albany  Hotel, 

Denver,  Colo.,  Nov.  24,  1908. 

Mr.  Wm.  J.  Spencer,  Secretary  Building 

Trades  Department,  American  Feder¬ 
ation  of  Labor.  Denver,  Colo. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  The  Annual  Con¬ 
vention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  just  closed  directed  that  a  number 
of  matters  under  consideration  by  the 
delegates  should  be  referred  to  the  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  Department  for  action.  The 
resolutions  and  matters  to  which  I  refer, 
and  which  are  handed  you  herewith,  are 
as  follows : 

Resolution  No.  2:  Relating  to  the  con¬ 
troversy  between  the  Local  Union  of  Car¬ 
penters*  and  the  Building  Trades  Council 
of  Denver. 

Resolution  No.  30:  Controversy  between 
the  Local  Unions  of  Steam  Fitters  and 
Plumbers  of  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Jurisdictional  controversy  between  the 
Hod  Carriers  and  Cement  Workers. 

Jurisdictional  dispute  between  the  Wood, 
Wire  and  Metal  Lathers  and  the  Bridge 
and  Structural  Iron  Workers. 

Jurisdictional  controversy  between  the 
United  Association  of  Plumbers  and  In¬ 
ternational  Association  of  Steam  and  Hot 
Water  Fitters. 

You  will  permit  me  to  express  the  hope 
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that  these  several  matters  may  be  amic¬ 
ably  adjusted  through  the  efforts  of  your 
Department  now  in  Convention  assembled 
in  this  city. 

Your  attention  is  further  called  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Building 
Trades  to  the  Convention  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Federation  of  Labor  on  Saturday, 
November  21,  1908,  as  appearing  on  pages 
244  and  245  of  the  Official  Proceedings  of 
that  day’s  session. 

As  you  will  note  by  referring'  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  eleventh  day’s  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Convention,  copy  of  which  is 
handed  you  herewith,  after  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  report  of  the  Building  Trades 
Committee,  the  chair  inquired  “if  the 
committee  had  given  consideration  to  the 
matter  referred  to  it  in  regard  to  the 
issuance  of  charters  to  State  Branches.” 
In  reply.  Delegate  Huber,  chairman  of 
the  committee,  stated  “that  the  com¬ 
mittee  was  unable  to  say  whether  the 
Building  Trades  Department  had  or  had 
not  refused  to  issue  charters  to  State 
Branches.”  whereupon  Delegate  Duncan 
moved  as  an  amendment  to  the  report  of 
the  committee,  “that  the  American  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Labor  adhere  to  the  conditions 
upon  which  the  Norfolk  Convention  de¬ 
cided  to  organize  the  Building  Trades  De¬ 
partment,  and  that  the  Building  Trades 
Department  is  expected  to  comply  with 
the- action  of  the  Norfolk  Convention.” 

Delegate  Duncan’s  amendment  was 
adopted,  and  therefore  the  action  of  the 
Convention  for  the  guidance  of  the  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  Department  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  in  this  matter. 

In  addition  to  the  other  matters  to  which 
reference  is  made  above,  and  which  are 
handed  you  herewith,  I  also  hand  you 
copy  of  Official  Proceedings  of  the  Norfolk 
Convention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  and  would  refer  you  to  the  renort 
of  the  Building  Trades  Committee,  which 
appears  on  pages  302  and  303. 

Fraternally  yours. 

SAMUEL  GOMPERS, 

President.  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

The  committee  reported  concurrence  in 
the  action  of  the  Executive  Council,  as 
stated  in  the  following  portion  of  their 
report,  and  recommended  that  it  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Building  Trades  Depart¬ 
ment  for  adjustment  and  drawing  the  line 
of  demarcation  : 

PLUMBE R S— STEAM  FITTERS. 

The  subject  matter  of  Resolution  No. 
06  refers  to  the  dispute  between  the 
United  Association  of  Plumbers,  Gas  Fit¬ 
ters,  Steam  Fitters  and  Steam  Fitters’ 
Helpers  of  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
and  the  International  Association  of  Steam 
and  Hot  Water  Fitters  and  Helpers  of 
America,  and  provides  that  three  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  each  organization  meet 
with  a  representative  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  for  the  purpose  of 
arranging  an  agreement  defining  the  jur¬ 
isdiction  of  the  two  organizations. 

This  conference  was  held  at  headquar¬ 
ters  at  Washington  between  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  above-named  organiza¬ 
tions  and  President  Gompers.  No  agree¬ 


ment  having  been  reached  between  the 
representatives  of  the  organizations  in 
question,  the  Executive  Council  having 
considered  the  matter,  decided  that  the 
subject  matter  be  referred  to  the  Denver 
Convention,  with  the  recommendation  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Building  Trades  De¬ 
partment  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  for  adjustment. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that 
the  report  of  the  committee  be  adopted. 

To  the  report  of  the  committee  Delegate 
Costello  offered  the  following  amendment: 

“The  committee  recommend  that  the  sug¬ 
gestion  of  the  Executive  Council,  with 
the  reference  to  the  International  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Steam  and  Hot  Water  Fitters 
and  Helpers,  be  adopted.  We  further  rec¬ 
ommend  that  the  Building  Trades  Depart¬ 
ment,  assembled  in  Convention  in  Denver, 
Colo.,  November  23,  1908,  outline  the  juris¬ 
diction  of  the  organization  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Association  of  Steam  and  Hot 
Water  Fitters  and  Helpers  of  America  and 
the  United  Association  of  Plumbers,  Gas 
Fitters,  Steam  Fitters  and  Steam  Fitters’ 
Helpers  of  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
This  shall  be  done  immediately  in  order 
to  promote  harmony  among  the  members 
of  the  two  organizations,  and  to  protect 
the  interests  of  both  trades  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor.”  (Seconded.) 

In  the  amendment,  as  offered  by  Dele¬ 
gate  Costello,  the  titles  of  the  organiza¬ 
tions  were  abbreviated.  At  the  request 
of  Delegate  Tracy  the  titles  were  given 
in  full. 

The  question  was  discussed  by  Dele¬ 
gates  Alpine,  Mangan,  Tracy,  Costello. 
Leonard  and  Sullivan  (J.  J.). 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate 
Costello  was  adopted,  and  the  report  of 
the  committee,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Adjustment. 

The  committee  recommended  that  the 
following  portion  of  the  report  of  the 
Executive  Council  be  referred  to  the  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  Department  for  adjustment: 

WOOD,  WIRE  AND  METAL  LATHERS— 
BRIDGE  AND  STRUCTURAL 
IRON  WORKERS. 

The  subject  matter  of  Resolution  No. 
110,  which  deals  with  the  dispute  between 
the  above-named  organizations,  having 
been  considered  by  the  Executive  Council, 
it  was  decided  that  this  matter  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Denver  Convention,  with  the 
recommendation  that  the  subject  matter 
be  referred  to  the  Building  Trades  De¬ 
partment  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  for  adjudication.  The  officers  of 
both  organizations  were  so  notified,  and 
Secretary -Treasurer  Brandt  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Union  of  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal 
Lathers  made  the  request.  “That  you  set 
forth  in  full  the  action  of  your  Executive 
Board  on  this  question,  which  took  place 
in  March,  1907.  and  also  set  forth  the 
action  of  the  Norfolk  Convention  on  this 
question  by  quoting  t  lie  action  of  the 
Building  Trades  Committee  in  this  dis¬ 
pute,  which  can  be  done  by  quoting  the 
report  of  that  committee.”  In  the  event 
of  the  Convention  adopting  the  reeom- 
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mendation  of  the  Executive  Council,  all 
the  papers  in  this  matter  will  be  referred 
to  the  Building  Trades  Department,  thus 
complying  with  the  request  of  Secretary- 
Treasurer  Brandt. 

On  motion,  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  was  concurred  in. 

EXTRACT  FROM  MINUTES  EXECU¬ 
TIVE  COUNCIL  MEETING, 
MARCH,  1907. 

On  the  complaint  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers’  International  Union 
against  the  Bridge  and  Structural  Iron 
Workers’  International  Association  for  in¬ 
fringing  upon  their  jurisdiction,  it  was 
decided  that  the  claims  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers  be  sustained,  and  that 
in  communicating  this  decision  to  the 
-officers  'of  the  Bridge  and  Structural  Iron 
Workers’  International  Association,  their 
attention  be  called  to  the  change  made  in 
their  Constitution  by  which  they  extend 
their  jurisdiction  over  “all  wire  work,” 
without  notice  of  their  intention  being 
lodged  with  the  officers  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Adjustment. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  fol¬ 
lowing  portion  of  the  report  of  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Council  be  referred  to  the  Building 
Trades  Department  for  adjustment: 

HOD  CARRIERS  AND  BUILDING  LA¬ 
BORERS— BROTHERHOOD  OF 
CEMENT  WORKERS. 

Upon  the  subject  matter  contained  in 
Resolution  No.  47,  relative  to  the  juris¬ 
diction  dispute  between  the  above-named 
organizations,  a  conference  was  held  be¬ 
tween  their  representatives  at  Washing¬ 
ton,  and  no  agreement  was  reached. 

The  Executive  Council  has  given  this 
matter  its  attention,  and  we  recommended 
that  the  matter  be  referred  to  this  Con¬ 
vention,  with  the  further  recommendation 
that  it  be  referred  by  you  to  the  Building 
Trades  Department  of  the  American  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Labor  for  adjustment. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee  be 
conctirred  in. 

The  question  was  discussed  briefly  by 
Delegate  D’Alessandro,  Delegate  Stem- 
burgh  and  Delegate  Murray. 

The  motion  to  concur  in  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  committee  w'as  carried. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Adjustment. 

Resolution  No.  30 — By  Delegate  Eugene 
Merz,  of  the  Pittsburg  Central  Labor 
Council : 

WHEREAS,  The  International  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Steam.  Hot  Water  and  Power  Pipe 
Fitters  and  Helpers  of  Pittsburg,  Local 
No.  21S,  is  and  has  been  the  duly  recog¬ 
nized  local  of  Steam  Fitters  and  Helpers 
in  the  city  of  Pittsburg;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  International  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Steam.  Hot  Water  and  Pow’er  Pipe 
Fitters  and  Helpers  are  affiliated  with  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  through  a 
charter  w'hich  grants  to  them  the  juris¬ 
diction  over  steam  fitters  and  helpers; 
and 


WHEREAS.  The  United  Association 
Plumbers’  Local  No.  27,  through  its  or¬ 
ganizers,  is  trying  to  disrupt  the  labor 
movement  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg  by  en¬ 
deavoring  to  create  discord  among  the 
Steam  Fitters  and  Helpers,  and  also 
trying  to  create  a  dual  local  to  No.  218 
of  the  International  Association;  there¬ 
fore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Iron  City  Cen¬ 
tral  Trades  Council  do  hereby  protest 
against  such  wmrk  being  agitated  in  the 
city  of  Pittsburg  by  the  representatives 
of  United  Association  Plumbers’  Local 
No.  27.  in  disturbing  the  labor  conditions 
that  now'  exist,  and  hampering  the  best 
interests  of  the  labor  movement  in  gen¬ 
eral;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  actions  of  the 
United  xissociation  Plumbers  in  disturb¬ 
ing  the  conditions  and  forming  dual  lo¬ 
cals  of  Steam  Fitters  and  Helpers  be 
stopped  by  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  and  that  the  Convention  so  order. 

Referred  to  Building  Trades  Depart¬ 
ment. 

The  committee  reported  concurrence  in 
the  resolution  and  recommended  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Building  Trades  De¬ 
partment. 

On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  wras  concurred  in. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Adjustment. 

Resolution  No.  2— By  Delegates  William 
Fyfe  and  Herbert  Crampton,  Amalga¬ 
mated  Society  of  Carpenters : 

WHEREAS,  The  Building  Trades  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Denver,  Colo.,  has  refused  to  seat 
the  elected  delegates  of  the  Denver  First 
Branch  of  The  Amalgamated  Society  of 
Carpenters  and  Joiners;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Federation  in¬ 
struct  the  officers  of  the  Building  Trades 
Department,  American  Federation  of  La¬ 
bor,  to  order  the  seating  of  said  dele¬ 
gates  as  per  Section  2  of  Article  XI.,  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  American  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Labor. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Building 
Trades. 

Resolution  No.  2 — By  Delegates  William 
Fyfe  and  Herbert  Crampton,  Amalgamated 
Society  of  Carpenters : 

WHEREAS,  The  Building  Trades  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Denver.  Colo.,  has  refused  to  seat 
the  elected  delegates  of  the  Denver  First 
Branch  of  the  Amalgamated  Society  of 
Carpenters  and  Joiners;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Federation  in¬ 
struct  the  officers  of  the  Building  Trades 
Department.  American  Federation  of  La¬ 
bor,  to  order  the  seating  of  said  dele¬ 
gates  as  per  Section  2  of  Article  XI.,  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  American  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Labor. 

The  committee  recommended  that  the 
matter  be  referred  to  the  Building  Trades 
Department  for  adjustment. 

A  motion  w\as  made  and  seconded  that 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee  be 
concurred  in. 

Delegate  Fyfe  and  Delegate  Crampton 
spoke  in  opposition  to  the  report  of  the 


38 


REPORT  OF  PROCEEDINGS. 


committee,  and  argued  that  the  matter 
should  be  settled  by  the  Convention. 

Delegate  Duffy  (Frank)  and  Delegate 
Huber  spoke  in  favor  of  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

The  motion  to  concur  in  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Adjustment. 


At  the  afternoon  session  the  following 
resolutions  were  introduced  and  referred 
by  President  Kirby  to  the  proper  com¬ 
mittees  : 

Resolution  No.  12 — By  Delegates  Cramp- 
ton  and  Fyfe,  of  the  Amalgamated  So¬ 
ciety  of  Carpenters: 

To  amend  Section  35,  on  page  10,  Con¬ 
stitution  and  By-Laws  of  this  Depart¬ 
ment,  by  adding  the  words,  “Provided, 
however,  that  every  Local  Union  affiliated 
with  this  Department  shall  not  be  de¬ 
prived  of  its  representation  should  no  Dis¬ 
trict  Council  of  its  organization  exist 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Local  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  Council.” 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Laws. 

Resolution  No.  13 — By  Delegates  John 
T.  Taggart  and  Wm.  J.  McSorley,  of  the 
Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers’  Interna¬ 
tional  Union : 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  First 

Annual  Convention  of  the  Building- 

Trades  Department  of  the  American 

Federation  of  Labor. 

Greeting :  We.  the  delegates  of  the 

Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers’  Inter¬ 
national  Union,  do  hereby  enter  a  pro¬ 
test  against  the  action  of  the  Building 
Trades  Council  of  San  Francisco,  inas¬ 
much  as  they  have  endorsed  the  action 
of  Local  No.  78,  of  the  Bridge  and 
Structural  Iron  Workers’  International 
Union,  who  have  seen  fit  to  place  a  fine 
upon  twenty-five  or  .thirty  men  who  were 
previously  affiliated  with  that  organiza¬ 
tion  and  who  saw  fit  to  become  affiliated 
also  with  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal 
Lathers’  International  Union,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  they  would  not  be  eligible  to 
work  at  that  portion  of  our  trade  which 
covers  light  iron  furring,  outside  of  San 
Francisco,  until  they  became  affiliated 
with  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers’ 
International  Union;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Building  Trades  Coun¬ 
cil  of  San  Francisco  has  at  all  times  rec¬ 
ognized  the  right  of  its  affiliated  members 
to  carry  more  than  one  card,  if  they  so 
desire;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Building  Trades  Coun¬ 
cil  has  gone  on  record  as  agreeing  to  refer 
this  matter  to  the  First  Annual  Conven¬ 
tion  of  the  Building  Trades  Department 
for  final  settlement;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Convention  as¬ 
sembled  instruct  the  Building  Trades 
Council  of  San  Francisco  to  order  the 
aforesaid  fines  remitted. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Adjustment. 


Resolution  No.  14 — By  Delegates  F.  M.. 
Ryan,  J.  T.  Butler  and  J.  H.  Barry.  In¬ 
ternational  Association  of  Bridge  and 
Structural  Iron  Workers: 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  First 
Annual  Convention  of  the  Building 
Trades  Department  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor. 

WHEREAS,  Jurisdiction  disputes  have 
arisen  from  time  to  time  between  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  International  Association  of 
Bridge  and  Structural  Iron  Workers  and 
International  Brotherhood  of  Electrical. 
Workers  over  the  erection  of  steel  towers 
for  the  support  of  power  transmission  ca¬ 
bles  ;  also  over  the  erection  of  steel  frames 
for  switchboards ;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  First  Annual  Con¬ 
vention  of  the  Building  Trades  Depart¬ 
ment,  that  the  President  of  this  Depart¬ 
ment  be  instructed  to  arrange  for  a  joint 
meeting  of  three  representatives  of  each' 
organization,  said  meeting  to  be  called 
within  sixty  (60)  days  after  the  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  this  Convention.  The  President 
of  this  Department  to  preside  and  to  act 
as  concilator  in  an  effort  to  agree  on  de¬ 
marcation  lines,  so  as  to  settle  any  exist¬ 
ing  or  future  disputes. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Adjustment. 

Resolution  No.  15 — By  Delegate  J.  H. 
Barry.  Bridge  and  Structural  Iron  Work¬ 
ers,  and  Delegate  J.  A.  Murray,  Cement 
Workers : 

WHEREAS,  There  now  exists  iu  the 
city  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  a  central  organiza¬ 
tion  known  as  the  Building  Trades  Coun¬ 
cil,  composed  of  fourteen  (14)  trades  that 
are  eligible  to  membership  in  the  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  Department;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  above-mentioned  coun¬ 
cil,  at  a  regular  meeting  held  November 
18.  1908,  decided  by  a  majority  vote  to  ap¬ 
ply  to  the  Building  Trades  Department 
for  affiliation ;  and 

WHEREAS,  Application  for  charter,  ac¬ 
companied  by  charter  fee,  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer; 
and 

WHEREAS.  We  believe  that  by  issuing 
a  charter  to  the  St.  Louis  Building 
Trades  Council  all  the  Building  Trades 
of  that  city  will  be  brought  together, 
thereby  forming  a  strong,  harmonious 
and  effective  council;  therefore,  be  it 
RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Coun¬ 
cil  be,  and  is,  herewith  instructed  to  im¬ 
mediately  forward  charter  to  the  Building 
Trades  Council  of  St.  Louis. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Local  and 
State  Organizations. 

Resolution  No.  16 — By  Delegate  Charles 
H.  Leps,  International  Union  Ceramic, 
Mosaic  and  Encaustic  Tile  Layers: 

WHEREAS,  There  exist  Local  Unions 
of  Tile  Layers  and  Helpers  in  the  city 
of  San  Francisco  who  are  not  affiliated" 
with  the  Ceramic,  Mosaic  and  Encaustic 
Tile  Layers’  and  Helpers’  International- 
Union  ;  and 
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WHEREAS,  The  two  locals  mentioned 
are  affiliated  with  the  State  Building 
Trades  Council  of  California,  chartered 
by  this  Department;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Council  men¬ 
tioned  be  requested  to  use  its  influence 
toward  the  end  that  these  two  locals  shall 
become  affiliated  with  their  International 
Union. 

Referred  to  Committee  ou  Adjustment. 

Resolution  No.  17 — By  Delegates  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Painters,  Decorators  and 
Paperhangers  of  America : 

WHEREAS.  Among  the  members  of 
Local  Unions,  formerly  affiliated  with  the 
Amalgamated  Woodworkers’  International 
Union,  which  have  recently  been  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  United  Brotherhood  of  Car¬ 
penters  and  Joiners,  are  many  men  en¬ 
gaged  in  varnishing  or  otherwise  finish¬ 
ing  wood,  and  who  are  now  working  in 
factories  and  upon  buildings  and  carry¬ 
ing  a  Carpenters’  card ;  and 

WHEREAS,  These  men  properly  belong 
to  the  Brotherhood  of  Painters,  Decorators 
and  Paperhangers  of  America;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  United  Brother¬ 
hood  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  Amer¬ 
ica  be  instructed  to  transfer  all  of  its 
members  engaged  in  the  finishing  of  wood 


to  the  Brotherhood  of  Painters,  Decorators 
and  Paperhangers  of  America  within  sixty 
days  of  its  receiving  notification  to  that 
effect  from  the  Secretary  of  this  Conven¬ 
tion.  Such  notification  to  be  made  imme¬ 
diately  upon  its  adjournment. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Adjustment. 


Resolution  No.  IS — By  Delegates  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Painters,  Decorators  and 
Paperhangers  of  America : 

WHEREAS,  All  glazing  for  and  on 
buildings  has  been  granted  to  the  Brother¬ 
hood  of  Painters,  Decorators  aud  Paper- 
hangers  of  America ;  and 

WHEREAS,  Other  trades  are  infringing 
upon  the  rights  of  this  organization  by 
doing  this  work,  thereby  violating  the 
principles  of  this  Department;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Convention  here¬ 
by  declares  that  all  glazing  shall  be  done 
by  glaziers  affiliated  with  the  Brotherhood 
of  Painters,  Decorators  and  Paperhangers 
of  America  exclusively. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Adjustment. 

At  5:30  the  Convention  was  adjourned 
to  reconvene  at  9  a.  m.,  Wednesday,  No¬ 
vember  25. 
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FIRST  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 

OF  THE 

Building  Trades  Department 

AMERICAN  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR 

1908 

REPORT  OF  PROCEEDINGS 


THIRD  DAY — Wednesday  Morning  Session 


The  Convention  was  called  to  order  at 
9  a.  m.,  Wednesday,  November  25th,  Presi¬ 
dent  Kirby  in  the  chair. 

ABSENTEES:  Delegates  McLaughlin, 
Clifford,  Fay,  Feeney,  Hannahan,  Price, 
O’Conner,  Cook. 

Secretary  Spencer  read  the  following 
telegram : 

“Louisville,  Ky.,  November  24.  1908. 

“Win.  J.  Spencer,  Secretary  Building 

Trades  Department,  Denver,  Colo. : 

“Charges  preferred  against  delegates 
who  signed  protest.  Will  be  unseated 
unless  prompt  action  by  the  Department. 

(Signed)  “J.  E.  MERRICK.” 

The  President  referred  the  telegram  to 
the  Resolutions  Committee,  to  be  consid¬ 
ered  with  the  protest  already  in  their 
hands. 

Vice-President  Leps  in  the  chair. 

Delegate  Featherston,  Secretary  of  the 
Committee  on  President’s  Report,  con¬ 
tinued  to  report  as  follows: 

Fourth.  Your  committee  is  of  the 
opinion  that  Section  35  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  should  be  changed  so  as  to  make 
it  compulsory  upon  the  part  of  the  affili¬ 
ated  International  Unions  to  compel  their 
subordinate  local  unions  to  become  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  Local  Councils  of  the  De¬ 
partment  and  with  the  Central  Labor 
Unions. 


On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  was  concurred  in,  the  vote  be¬ 
ing  unanimous. 

Fifth.  We,  your  committee,  concur  in 
the  recommendation  that  Local  Depart¬ 
ments  be  represented,  and  recommend  that 
the  Laws  Committee  submit  a  law  cover¬ 
ing  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that 
the  report  of  the  committee  be  concurred 
in. 

Delegate  Arnold  opposed  the  recommen¬ 
dation  of  the  committee,  and  said  in  part: 
“If  we  allow  delegates  from  the  State 
Councils  and  Local  Branches  to  be  seated 
here,  on  an  aye  and  nay  vote  they  will 
always  have  the  majority.  We  do  not 
wish  to  ask  for  a  roll  call  on  every  ques¬ 
tion,  but  it  will  be  necessary  if  they  are 
seated.  I  think  the  recommendation 
should  be  turned  over  to  the  Laws  Com¬ 
mittee.” 

• 

Delegate  Ryan  spoke  in  opposition  to 
the  report  of  the  committee,  and  said  in 
part:  “If  you  adopt  this  you  will  do 

something  that  has  brought  trouble  to 
similar  organizations  in  the  past.  You 
will  give  double  representation  to  some 
crafts.  You  can  see  the  result  of  this 
sort  of  representation  in  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  Convention.  Even 
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though  a  man  is  elected  to  represent  a 
state  or  local  body,  he  has  the  interests 
of  his  own  organization  in  mind;  you 
can  see  that  in  every  move.  There  is 
not  a  craft  affiliated  with  this  Depart¬ 
ment  that  is  not  getting  representation 
for  its  members.  When  we  formed  this 
Department  we  fixed  the  basis  of  repre¬ 
sentation  as  best  we  could.  Now  let  us 
go  along  for  a  year  or  two  at  least  and 
see  how  it  works  out.  I  want  the  De¬ 
partment  to  be  effective  in  promoting  the 
interests  of  the  building  crafts,  and  I 
want  to  see  it  go  along  on  lines  that  will 
be  lasting  and  that  will  appeal  to  evei'y- 
one  connected  with  it  as  being  a  fair 
deal  to  all  concerned.  We  have  every 
branch  that  is  eligible  seated  and  repre¬ 
sented,  directly.  There  can  be  no  argu¬ 
ment  raised  of  taxation  without  repre¬ 
sentation.” 

Delegate  Costello — In  the  event  the  re¬ 
port  is  adopted  and  the  local  councils 
are  given  representation  in  this  Conven¬ 
tion,  will  this  Convention  recoginze  dele¬ 
gates  of  organizations  not  affiliated  with 
this  Department? 

Chairman  Leps—  Not  if  the  law  is 
obeyed.  The  Constitution  provides  in 
Section  S  that  no  organization  shall  be 
entitled  to  representation  unless  such  or¬ 
ganization  is  in  good  standing  in  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Delegate  Costello — You  are  going  to  pass 
something  that  will  not  be  in  accord  with 
the  law  you  have  just  read.  The  recom¬ 
mendation  does  not  provide  that  that  law 
shall  be  complied  with. 

Chairman  Leps — The  recommendation  is 
that  the  committee  report  in  favor  of 
the  President’s  recommendation  that  local 
councils  be  given  representation  in  this 
body  with  one  vote,  and  that  then  the 
matter  shall  be  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  Laws  to  bring  it  in  in  proper  shape. 
The  matter  reported  by  the  committee 
does  not  invalidate  that  law. 

Delegate  Costello— This  app  ies  to  Inter¬ 
national  Unions  rather  than  local  coun¬ 
cils.  There  is  not  a  word  in  the  Consti¬ 
tution  about  the  local  councils  having 
representation.  A  local  council  is  affili¬ 
ated  with  this  Department;  therefore  the 
delegates  to  that  council  would  be  affili¬ 
ated  with  this  Department,  whether  or 
not  their  International  organizations  weie 
affiliated  with  it.  Would  it  not  be  pos¬ 
sible  for  a  delegate  to  come  to  this  Con¬ 
vention  from  a  local  council,  even  thougJt 


his  International  organization  was  not 
affiliated  directly  with  this  Department? 

Chairman  Leps — No  one  can  be  seated 
here  unless  his  International  Union  is 
affiliated  with  the  Building  Trades  De¬ 
partment. 

Delegate  Breidenbach  discussed  the  ques¬ 
tion,  and  said  in  part:  ‘‘If  this  is  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Laws,  we 
are  putting  ourselves  in  the  position  of 
discussing  it  twice.  The  only  thing  be¬ 
fore  the  house  is  the  adoption  of  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  committee.  I  am  opposed  ta 
that.  I  don’t  believe  you  ought  to  adopt 
this  and  then  ask  the  Committee  on  Laws 
to  conform  to  the  recommendation  of  this 
committee.  I  don’t  think  it  is  within  th& 
province  of  the  Committee  on  President’s 
Report  to  forestall  the  action  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Laws.” 

Delegate  McCarthy,  in  discussing  the 
question,  said  in  part:  “The  recom¬ 

mendation  of  the  chair  is  a  good  one,  be¬ 
cause  it  calls  to  our  attention  what  should 
be  done.  He  has  not  gone  into  the  matter 
and  stated  what  we  should  do  to  carry 
out  these  things.  It  is  up  to  us.  This 
organization  is  working  under  laws  which 
ought  not  to  be  changed  for  some  time. 
But  as  your  organization  increases,  and 
as  every  county  and  every  state  will  form 
councils,  your  national  Convention  will  be 
better  attended,  for  the  men  belonging  tu 
the  building  trades  will  see  to  it  that  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  their  local  councils  will 
attend  them.  The  men  who  will  attend, 
whether  they  be  from  the  Iron  Workers, 
the  Carpenters,  or  any  other  organization, 
will  be  members  of  the  local  and  state 
councils  and  will  know  better  than  any 
one  else  what  to  do  for  their  interests  ana 
for  the  interests  of  organized  labor  as  a 
whole.  The  idea  advanced  by  the  chair 
is  a  good  one,  but  it  is  for  us  to  figure 
it  out.” 

Delegate  Duncan,  in  discussing  the  re¬ 
port,  said:  “I  would  regret  it  exceedingly 
if  the  report  of  the  committee  should  be 
adopted.  I  would  consider  it  one  of  the 
great  mistakes  of  this  Convention.  I 
would  urge  with  all  the  power  that  is 
in  me  that  the  delegates  vote  down  this 
report.  If  it  had  been  known  when  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  was  or¬ 
ganized  that  such  representation  would 
assume  the  position  and  the  proportion 
it  has  at  the  present  time,  local  bodies 
would  never  have  been  seated.  Men  be¬ 
longing  to  National  and  International 
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Unions  who  have  been  giving  the  matter 
attention  for  years  past,  especially  when 
there  were  contentions  between  organiza¬ 
tions,  have  found  central  bodies  agitating 
for  months,  not  upon  the  business  for 
which  they  were  organized,  but  upon  a 
rivalry  between  two  contending  organiza¬ 
tions  as  to  the  election  of  delegates  to 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  Con¬ 
vention.  We  have  found  International 
officers  urging  through  circulars  and  let¬ 
ters  from  their  headquarters  that  their 
local  unions  do  the  best  they  could  to 
have  delegates  elected,  so  they  might  have 
the  advantage  of  the  additional  number 
•-of  delegates  on  the  floor  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  Convention.  If  local 
councils  are  to  be  represented  here,  there 
will  be  nothing  different  from  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
T),or.” 

In  discussing  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee.  Delegate  McSorley  said  in  part : 
“The  committee  did  not  think  anyone 
better  qualified  than  President  Kirby  to 
make  such  a  recommendation.  For  the 
past  two  or  three  years  it  has  been  his 
business  to  go  out  to  these  local  depart¬ 
ments  and  get  the  opinion  of  the  rank 
and  file  in  the  different  localities  on  these 
questions.  While  I  am  not  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  propositiou,  I  think  he 
presented  the  recommendation  in  good 
faith.  I  think  it  would  be  good  policy 
sometimes  to  bring  some  of  those  dele¬ 
gates  here  in  order  to  get  the  opinion 
of  the  rank  and  file.  Legislation  from 
the  top  down  does  not  always  work  out 
harmoniously. 

Secretary  Spencer,  in  discussing  the  re¬ 
port,  said  in  part:  “I  do  not  believe  the 
local  Building  Trades  Councils  have  any 
right  to  be  seated  in  the  Convention  of 
a  Building  Trades  Department  composed 
‘Of  National  and  International  Unions. 
There  are  fifty-six  or  fifty-eight  delegates 
here  today.  We  have  today  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  seventy -five  or  eighty  local 
departments.  If  they  were  all  represented 
here  today  the  voting  strength  of  the  In¬ 
ternationals  would  pass  into  the  local  de¬ 
partments.  The  representatives  of  the  In¬ 
ternationals  are  the  men  best  versed  in 
the  affairs  of  the  building  trades  and  best 
qualified  to  legislate  for  their  interests. 
We  have  in  this  Convention  executive  offi- 
•cers  of  every  International  union  affiliated 
with  the  Department.  The  opinions  of 
those  men,  who  are  confronted  with  the 
affairs  of  their  local  unions  every  day  in 


the  week,  would  pass  for  nothing  when 
compared  with  the  vote  of  the  local  coun¬ 
cils,  yet  these  men  are  paid  for  their  abil¬ 
ity  and  judgment  in  disposing  of  local 
disputes  throughout  the  country.  I  am 
opposed  to  local  councils  being  repre¬ 
sented  in  this  Convention  of  the  Building 
Trades  Department.” 

President  Kirby  discussed  the  question 
briefly,  and  said  in  part:  “When  I  wrote 
this  report  I  did  not  have  in  mind  the 
individual  who  would  represent  us.  I  gave 
no  thought  as  to  whether  he  would  be  a 
carpenter,  an  iron  worker,  a  painter,  or 
who  he  might  be.  It  seems  strange  to  me 
that  we  are  afraid  of  the  men  at  home. 
The  recommendation  I  made  carries  with 
it  protection  against  the  things  you  are 
afraid  of  if  it  is  carried  out.  It  recom¬ 
mends  that  each  International  delegate 
be  given  one  hundred  or  two  hundred 
votes.  I  anticipated,  if  it  were  adopted, 
that  it  would  go  to  the  Laws  Committee, 
and  that  they  would  provide  against  the 
calamities  that  have  been  enumerated  here. 
I  have  given  a  great  deal  of  thought  and 
personal  investigation  to  this  matter.  I 
believe  it  will  be  for  the  good  of  the 
building  trades  interests  if  the  individuals 
from  the  local  councils  shall  be  present. 
I  think  the  proper  thing  to  do  with  these 
recommendations  is  to  refer  them 'to  the 
Laws  Committee  without  debate.” 

Delegate  Featherston  discussed  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  committee,  and  said  in  part: 
“I  am  heartily  in  accord  with  the  senti¬ 
ment  the  President  expressed.  I  do  not 
see  that  the  International  officers  are  any 
better  qualified  to  do  the  business  of  this 
body  than  the  local  men  who  are  tangled 
up  in  local  affairs  and  understand  them 
thoroughly.  We  have  two  of  our  national 
officers  here,  the  rest  are  local  men,  and 
all  we  know  of  the  game  is  the  state  of 
local  affairs.  We  are  no  better  qualified 
to  know  about  the  conditions  of  our  trade 
than  the*  man  from  the  local  council 
would  be.  No  one  is  better  qualified  to 
sit  on  the  floor  of  a  Building  Trades  Con¬ 
vention  and  legislate  for  the  trades  than 
the  man  in  the  local  council.” 

On  motion  of  Delegate  Skemp.  debate 
was  closed. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  lost. 

Delegate  Featherston  continued  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  committee,  as  follows: 

Sixth.  The  committee  recommend  that 
the  part  of  the  President’s  report  deal- 
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ing  with  making  rules  for  local  councils 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Laws. 

On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  was  concurred  in. 

Seventh.  In  regard  to  the  matter  of 
local  laws  of  the  Department  interfering 
with  the  laws  of  the  various  organizations, 
the  committee  believe  that  the  laws  of  the 
local  departments  are  paramount  to  any 
laws  of  the  various  organizations  affili¬ 
ated. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee 
was  discussed  briefly  by  Delegates  Featli- 
erston,  Ryan,  Duncan  and  Secretary  Spen¬ 
cer. 

On  motion  of  Delegate  Sullivan  the 
recommendation  of  the  committee  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Laws. 

Eighth.  The  committee  recommend  that 
the  Philadelphia  matter  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Adjustment. 

On  motion  the  recommendation  of  tne 
committee  was  concurred  in. 

Ninth.  The  New  York  matter,  we  are 
pleased  to  report,  has  been  settled  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  As  the  mat¬ 
ter  has  already  been  settled  amicably, 
and  is  in  the  hands  of  the  organizations 
for  a  referendum  vote,  we  will  make  no 
further  recommendation. 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  concurred  in. 

Tenth.  We  recommend  that  the  or¬ 
ganizations  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  be  instructed 
to  live  up  to  Section  35  of  the  Constitution 
of  this  Department. 

A  motioh  wras  made  and  seconded  that 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee  be 
concurred  in. 

Delegate  Ryan — I  move  as  an  amend¬ 
ment  that  a  time  limit  be  set.  They  have 
been  given  those  instructions  before  and 
they  have  not  been  carried  out.  I  would 
fix  the  limit  at  January  1st.  and  provide 
that  their  charter  be  revoked  if  it  is  not 
settled  by  that  time. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate 
Ryan  was  seconded. 

President  Kirby — I  believe  a  resolution 
regarding  that  matter  has  been  submitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Adjustment. 

Chairman  Leps — If  there  are  no  objec¬ 
tions  this  matter  will  also  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Adjustment. 

Delegate  Featherston — Is  it  the  under¬ 
standing  that  the  Convention  concurs  in 
this  recommendation  and  refers  it  to  the 
committee  ? 

Chairman  Leps — It  is  referred  without 
recommendation. 


Eleventh.  In  relation  to  the  condition* 
existing  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  your 
committee  recommend  that  the  matter  be 
referred  to  your  incoming  officers,  they  to- 
do  their  utmost  to  straighten  it  out. 

The  question  was  discussed  by  Delegate 
McNulty,  who  urged  that  positive  action 
be  taken  by  the  incoming  officers  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  Iron  City  Trades  Council, 
which,  he  stated,  was  fostering  a  dual  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  Electrical  Workers. 

Delegate  O’Sullivan  discussed  the  ques¬ 
tion  at  some  length,  and  spoke  of  the 
condition  of  certain  of  the  building  trades 
that  were  affected  by  the  Iron  City  Trades 
Council. 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  adopted. 

Twelfth.  lTour  committee  concur  in  the 
recommendation  of  our  President  in  re¬ 
gard  to  government  wrnrk,  and  recommend 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  incoming  officers 
to  have  such  a  law  as  he  recommends 
enacted. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee  be 
concurred  in. 

The  question  wras  discussed  by  Delegate 
Ryan,  who  spoke  in  favor  of  the  report 
of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Duncan  discussed  the  report 
for  some  time,  speaking  in  favor  of  legis¬ 
lation  in  favor  of  the  eight-hour  law,  but 
oposing  the  enactment  of  a  minimum  wage 
law. 

Delegate  Skernp  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
report  of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Huddell  discussed  the  question 
in  a  general  way,  and  stated  that  more 
could  be  gained  through  thorough  organ¬ 
ization  of  the  crafts  than  through  legis¬ 
lation. 

Delegate  Featherston  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 

President  Kirby  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  and  discussed 
the  question  in  a  general  way. 

Delegate  McNulty  discussed  the  ques¬ 
tion  in  a  general  wTay,  and  spoke  of  the 
methods  employed  by  some  departments 
of  the  government  in  fixing  the  wages  of 
employes. 

The  question  wras  also  discussed  at  some 
length  by  Delegates  Evans,  McCarthy  and 
Keough. 

Delegate  Duncan  moved  as  an  amend¬ 
ment  that  the  paragraph  of  the  President’s 
report  under  discussion  read:  “Now,  I  am 
of  the  opinion,  that  if  a  law  establishing 
the  number  of  hours  a  man  shall  work 
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on  government  contracts,  whether  per¬ 
formed  on  government  works  or  else¬ 
where,  can  he  established  and  enforced 
on  a  maximum  work  day  of  eight  hours, 
some  concerted  action  on  the  part  of  the 
building  trades  could  be  brought  about 
and  much  good  could  be  done  in  that 
direction.  I  am  also  of  the  opinion  that 
it  would  not  be  hard  to  bring  about  the 
passage  of  such  a  law,  for  the  govern¬ 
ment,  when  doing  Avork  itself,  always  com¬ 
plies  with  local  conditions,  with  possible 
exceptions,  very  rare  and  easily  adjusted, 
and  if  this  were  done  we  could  easily 
control  the  situation.  And  I  recommend 
that  the  incoming  officers  be  instructed 
to  take  such  steps  as,  in  their  judgment, 
they  ddem  proper  towards  securing  the 
passage  of  a  law  on  the  lines  above  men¬ 
tioned.” 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate 
Duncan  was  seconded. 

The  question  was  further  discussed  by 
Delegate  McLaughlin,  Delegate  McSorley, 
Delegate  Skemp  and  Delegate  Duncan. 

On  motion  of  Delegate  Feeney  debate 
was  closed. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate 
Duncan  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  25  to  13. 

The  motion  to  concur  in  the  recommen¬ 
dation  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

Delegate  Featherston,  for  the  commit-  • 
tee.  continued  the  report,  as  follows: 

Thirteenth.  Your  committee  are  of  the 
opinion  that  strict  discipline  should  pre¬ 
vail  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  tins 
Department,  and  recommend  that  where 
local  departments  fail  to  comply  with  the 
laws  that  their  charters  be  revoked. 

On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  was  concurred  in. 

Fourteenth.  Your  committee  concurs  in 
the  recommendation  of  the  President  in 
regard  to  working  cards,  and  recommend 
that  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  By- 
Laws  Committee  to  submit  a  law  covering 
the  subject. 

Delegate  Costello — Is  it  possible  to  get 
a  list  of  the  organizations  that  did  not 
favor  this,  as  well  as  a  list  of  those  who 

did? 

Secretary  Spencer — The  matter  was  not 

submitted  to  the  organizations,  but  to  the 
organizers. 

President  Kirby — I  corresponded  with  all 
the  organizers  as  far  as  I  could. 

On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  was  concurred  in. 

Fifteenth.  Your  committee  recommend 
that  the  question  of  legislation  in  the  vari¬ 
ous  states  to  protect  our  members  against 


bodily  injury  and  financial  loss  be  referred 
to  the  incoming  Executive  Council  to  draft 
a  law  and  submit  the  same  to  the  stare 
and  local  bodies  to  have  enacted  into  law 
in  their  various  states. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee  be 
concurred  in. 

Delegate  Ityan — I  do  not  see  how  the 
officers  of  the  Department  can  draft  a 
law  unless  they  get  detailed  information 
in  regard  to  the  subject.  The  Building 
Trades  Committee  of  the  American  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Labor  of  the  Norfolk  Conven¬ 
tion  introduced  a  resolution  calling  on 
the  Federation  officials  to  seek  informa¬ 
tion  from  all  states  as  to  the  laws  in 
effect  in  those  states.  After  getting  the 
information  they  were  to  get  good  legal 
talent  to  draft  a  law  they  could  ask  the 
trade  unionists  in  all  states  to  get  be¬ 
hind  and  get  enacted.  In  the  report  of 
the  Executive  Council  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  it  was  stated  that 
they  got  very  meagre  information.  This 
Department  needs  to  stir  up  the  member¬ 
ship  in  regard  to  this  question,  for  we 
are  directly  affected  by  it.  Get  the  infor¬ 
mation  direct  from  each  state  as  to  what 
the  law  is,  then  have  good  legal  talent 
to  draft  a  law  that  will  be  beneficial  all 
around,  and  all  get  behind  it  and  see  that 
it  is  enacted.  The  Federation  officials 
have  not  been  able  to  get  sufficient  in¬ 
formation  to  intelligently  work  on  such 
a  law. 

Delegate  McCarthy — In  California  the 
State  Federation  and  the  Building  Trades 
Council  are  going  to  see  that  we  get  such 
a  law.  If  they  do  not  get  it,  it  will  be 
because  some  influence  stronger  than  ours 
will  prevail.  As  it  is  now  the  casualty 
man  takes  the  contractor  in  hand,  the 
contractor  gets  careless,  the  insurance 
company  fights  the  workman  in  court,  and 
in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred 
beats  them.  We  have  had  cases  in  court 
we  have  been  fighting  for  four  years. 

Delegate  Crampton — I  introduced  a  mo¬ 
tion  in  the  form  of  a  resolution  before 
the  Building  Trades  Committee  in  the 
Minneapolis  Convention.  The  report  was 
made  by  the  Executive  Council  at  Nor¬ 
folk.  If  I  am  not  mistaken  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Council  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  has  still  under  consideration 
this  matter,  but  they  have  not  received 
from  organizations  sufficient  information 
upon  which  to  base  a  uniform  law  for 
the  different  states.  1  think  we  should 
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have  uniformity  of  action,  and  to  get  that 
we  must  have  something  through  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  American  Feder¬ 
ation  of  Labor. 

The  motion  to  concur  tu  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

Delegate  Taggart  asked  unanimous  con¬ 
sent  of  the  Convention  for  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  a  resolution  changing  the  laws  of 
the  Department. 

The  Chairman  requested  Delegate  Tag¬ 
gart  to  read  the  resolution,  and  the  Con¬ 
vention  would  then  decide  as  to  its  in¬ 
troduction. 

Delegate  Taggart  read  the  following 
resolution : 

“Section  o.  The  basis  of  representation 
in  the  Constitution  shall  be:  From  Na¬ 
tional  or  International  Unions  of  less  than 
4,000  members,  one  delegate;  4.000  or  more, 
two  delegates;  8,000  or  more,  three  dele¬ 
gates;  16,000  or  more,  four  delegates; 
32,000  or  more,  five'  delegates;  and  every 
Local  and  State  Council  of  the  Department 
shall  be  represented  by  one  delegate  witn 


one  vote.  Said  delegate  must  be  a  member 
of  one  of  the  International  Unions  con¬ 
nected  with  this  Building  Trades  Depart¬ 
ment,  in  good  standing.” 

(Signed)  D.  F.  FEATIIERSTON, 
United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters. 

JOHN  T.  TAGGART, 

Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers. 

Delegate  Duncan — I  object  to  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  the  resolution. 

President  Kirby — Objection  is  offered. 
The  resolution  will  not  be  entertained. 

Delegate  O’Sullivan  requested  to  know 
if  a  session  would  be  held  on  Thanks¬ 
giving  Day. 

Delegate  Feeney — I  move  that  wp  con¬ 
vene  as  usual  on  that  day.  (Seconded.) 

Delegates  McCarthy,  Sullivan  and  Clif¬ 
ford  opposed  the  motion. 

The  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Feeney 
was  lost. 

At  12:15  the  Convention  was  adjourned 
to  reconvene  at  1 :30. 


THIRD  DAY — Wednesday  Afternoon  Session 


The  Convention  was  called  to  order  at 
1:30  p.  m.,  Wednesday,  November  25th, 
President  Kirby  in  the  chair. 

No  absentees. 

Vice-President  Ryan  in  the  chair. 

Delegate  Featherston.  ror  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  President’s  Report,  continued  the 
report  as  follows: 

Sixteenth  The  committee  recommend 
that  the  subject  matter  of  the  paragraph 
of  the  President’s  report  in  regard  to  laws 
to  protect  the  wages  of  workmen  take 
the  same  course  as  the  preceding  para¬ 
graph. 

On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  was  concurred  in. 

Seventeenth.  Your  committee  are  pleased 
to  note  that  our  General  Officers  are  re¬ 
ceiving  the  unanimous  support  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Officers  of  the  affiliated  organiza¬ 
tions,  and  hope  that  same  will  be  contin¬ 
ued,  which,  we  feel  sure,  will  assure  the 
success  of  the  Department. 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  concurred  in. 

Eighteenth.  Your  committee  is  of  the 
opinion  that  President  Kirby  has  voiced 
the  entire  sentiments  of  the  Building 
Tradesmen  affiliated  with  this  Department, 
when  he  states  that  the  fear  expressed 
that  some  of  the  Building  Trades  will  seg¬ 
regate  by  themselves  and  desert  the  gen¬ 
eral  labor  movement  “is  entirely  ground¬ 


less.”  (On  the  contrary,  we  feel  that  this 
Department  will  not  oulv  be  of  great  bene¬ 
fit  to  the  building  artisans  of  this  country, 
but  will  have  a  tendency  to  strengthen 
the  labor  movement  in  general.) 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  P.  MeSORLEY,  President; 

D.  F.  FEATHERSTON,  Secretary; 

E.  ARNOLD, 

MARTIN  E.  GOELLNITZ, 

WALTER  V.  PRICE, 

Committee. 

On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  was  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Duffy — I  move  that  the  report 
of  the  committee  as  a  whole,  as  amended, 
be  adopted.  (Seconded  and  carried.) 

President  Kirby  in  the  chair. 


REPORT  OF  AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 

Delegate  Evans,  Chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  presented  the  following  report: 

Denver,  Colo.,  November  23,  1908. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the 
First  Annual  Convention  of  the  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  Department  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Federation  of  Labor. 

Greeting:  We,  your  committee  appoint¬ 
ed  to  audit  the  books  of  the  Building 
Trades  Department  of  the  American  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Labor,  beg  leave  to  report  as 
follows : 

After  a  careful  and  systematic  exarn-r 
i nation  of  the  books,  accounts,  etc.,  of  the 
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Building  Trades  Department,  we  find  that 
the  receipts  of  the  organization  from  all 
sources  up  to  and  including  September  30, 
1908,  amounted  to : 

Receipts  . $7,042.47 

Expenses  .  6,581.48 


Leaving  a  balance  in  the  treas¬ 
ury  on  October  1.  1908 . $1,000.99 

We  find  the  books  and  accounts  in  ex¬ 
cellent  condition,  and  would  commend  the 
Secretary.  Wm.  J.  Spencer,  on  the  manner 
in  which  he  has  kept  his  books. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JO  EVANS,  Chairman; 

E.  J.  HENDERSON,  Secretary; 
JAS.  G.  HANNAIIAN, 

Auditing  Committee. 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  adopted. 

President  Kirby — A  matter  has  been 
called  to  my  attention  by  the  Building 
Trades  Committee  of  the  American  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Labor.  Delegate  Bahlhorn  asks 
that  it  be  taken  up.  I  would  suggest 
as  a  matter  of  record  that  it  at  least  be 
read  and  disposition  made  of  it.  It  is  in 
regard  to  the  Los  Angeles  affair. 

Delegate  McCarthy — Was  not  that  mat¬ 
ter  taken  up  by  the  Executive  Council 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor? 

President  Kirby — It  was. 

Delegate  McCarthy — Then  I  do  not  think 
we  ought  to  take  it  up.  It  has  no  right 
before  this  meeting.  The  charges  are  filed 
against  an  organizer  of  the  American  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Labor. 

President  Kirby — The  Secretary  will 
read  the  communication. 

Secretary  Spencer  read  the  following : 

Defiver,  Colo.,  November,  1908. 

Mr.  Samuel  Gompers  and  the  Executive 

Board  of  the  American  Federation  of 

Labor. 

Brothers:  In  view  of  the  fact  that  on 
September  24,  1908,  the  attached  resolution 
was  presented  and  unanimously  adopted 
by  the  Los  Angeles  Building  Trades  Coun¬ 
cil  and  was  endorsed  by  all  local  repre¬ 
sentatives  in  said  Council,  namely:  Build¬ 
ing  Laborers  No.  1,  Building  Laborers  No. 
300,  Brass  Workers  No.  08,  Bricklayers 
No.  2.  Carpenters  No.  158,  Elevator  Con¬ 
structors  No.  16,  Electrical  Workers  No. 
110,  Engineers  No.  72,  Lathers  No.  42, 
Marble  Setters  No.  55,  Marble  Polishers 
No.  03,  Painters  No.  207.  Plumbers  No.  78, 
Plasterers  No.  2,  Sheet  Metal  Workers  No. 
108,  Steam  Fitters  No.  330,  Structural  Iron 
Workers  No.  51,  Shinglers  No.  2,  Tile  Lay¬ 
ers  No.  24. 

And  that  said  locals  forwarded  to  their 
respective  general  officers  a  copy  of  the 
resolution,  with  the  request  that  said  gen¬ 
eral  officers  use  their  influence  with  Presi¬ 
dent  Gompers  and  the  Executive  Board 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  if 


necessary,  to  see  that  the  provisions  of 
the  said  resolution  are  carried  out, 
namely:  The  removal  of  Arthur  A.  Hay 
as  Special  Organizer  for  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  from  the  Los  Angeles 
District. 

We.  the  undersigned,  believing  that  it 
is  to  the  best  interest  of  organized  labor, 
do  hereby  attach  our  names,  asking  Presi¬ 
dent  Gompers  to  comply  with  the  request 
of  the  Los  Angeles  Building  Trades  Coun¬ 
cil  and  remove  said  Arthur  A.  Hay  as 
Special  Organizer. 


(Copy) 

BUI  LING  TRADES  COUNCIL  OF  LOS 
.vNGELES. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  Sept.  24,  190S. 

Mr.  Samuel  Gompers,  President  American 

Federation  of  Labor. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  we  have  had  a  special  organizer 
sent  here  by  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  who  has  been  here  nine  months  and 
who  has  failed  in  his  efforts  to  make  any 
headway  in  organizing  any  of  the  crafts 
of  the  Building  Trades,  and  who  has  not 
produced  any  results  whatsoever  amongst 
the  Building  Trades ;  therefore,  we,  the 
Building  Trades  of  Los  Angeles,  do  pro¬ 
test  against  the  manner  in  which  the 
funds  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
here  in  Los  Angeles  are  being  used  by  Ar¬ 
thur  A.  Hay. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  the  carpenters  have, 
through  their  Special  Organizer,  Mr.  Ro- 
sendalil,  secured  over  three  hundred  appli¬ 
cations  for  membership  in  their  iinion  in 
less  than  five  weeks.  The  plumbers,  paint¬ 
ers  and  lathers  have  also  materially  added 
to  their  numbers  through  their  own  special 
organizing  efforts  and  without  any  finan¬ 
cial  aid  from  the  office  of  the  Special  Or¬ 
ganizer,  Mr.  Arthur  A.  Hay. 

These  results  were  obtained  by  the  out¬ 
lay  of  a  small  amount  of  money  on  the 
part  of  the  several  organizations  con¬ 
cerned.  So  you  can  readily  see  that  good 
results  could  be  obtained  with  the  com¬ 
paratively  large  amount  of  money  sent  to 
Los  Angeles  by  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  if  a  good,  strong  man  was  sent 
here  who  would  co-operate  with  the  Build- 
ign  Trades  and  other  organizations  who 
are  anxious  for  the  best  results. 

We  feel  very  deeply  on  this  matter,  as 
the  Building  Trades  Internationals  have 
promptly  contributed  their  share  of  the 
funds  sent  here  for  organizing  purposes, 
and  we  are  deriving  absolutely  no  bene¬ 
fit  from  it  by  retaining  the  present  Special 
Organizer  here;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we,  the  Building 
Trades  of  Los  Angeles,  in  meeting  as¬ 
sembled,  do  hereby  request  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Board  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  to  recall  Mr.  Arthur  A.  Hay 
as  organizer  in  Los  Angeles  and  install 
in  this  position  some  strong,  able  man, 
who  can  command  the  confidence  and 
support  of  the  various  organizations  in 
the  city,  to  the  end  that  some  tangible 
results  may  be  obtained  for  the  efforts 
and  money  expended  in  this  campaign 
here  in  Los  Angeles. 
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By  order  of  the  Building  Trades  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Los  Angeles. 

Fraternally  yours, 

(Signed)  A.  F.  THOMPSON, 

President. 

E.  A.  GERRITY, 

Secretary  Building  Trades  Council. 

President  Kirby — The  chair  will  decide 
that  the  matter  belongs  Avithin  the  prov¬ 
ince  of  President  Gompers,  and  it  is  re¬ 
ferred  to  him.  This  matter  has  been  dis¬ 
posed  of  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Delegate  Duncan — The  Executive  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
at  its  last  session  appointed  me  as  its 
personal  representative  to  represent  it  on 
this  floor  in  case  anything  arose  which 
needed  immediate  answer  as  to  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Council. 

President  Kirby — In  this  case? 

Delegate  Duncan — In  anything  at  all. 

Secretary  Spencer — Relating  to  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Federation  of  Labor? 

Delegate  Duncan — -The  matter  that  has 
just  come  up  here  has  been  carefully  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor.  A  great  many  letters  such  as  the 
one  read  has  been  sent  to  the  Executive 
Council.  After  all.  the  Central  Labor  Body 
of  Los  Angeles,  by  an  overwhelming  vote, 
elected  Brother  Hay  as  its  delegate  to  the 
recent  Conv'ention  of  the  American  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Labor,  and  he  sat  there  under 
his  credentials  and  acted  Avitli  the  other 
delegates.  The  American  Federation  of 
Labor  has  this  case  well  in  hand;  it  knows 
the  entire  situation,  knoAvs  those  Avho  lntA'e 
been  protesting  against  Arthur  A.  Hay 
and  his  work,  and  those  avIio  have  been 
standing  for  him.  For  a  time  Mr.  Hay 
will  be  retained  in  his  position  in  Los 
Angeles,  and  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  American  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Labor,  January  11.  sucli  action 
as  is  necessary  will  be  taken. 

Delegate  McSorley — I  move  that  this 
matter  be  referred  to  the  incoming  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Council  of  this  Department.  (Sec¬ 
onded.) 

My  organization,  like  many  others,  has 
made  a  protest,  and  I  want  to  see  that 
my  organization  gets  some  support  in 
that  territory.  We  have  spent  money 
there,  and  Ave  have  a  man  there. 

Delegate  McCarthy — That  is  perfectly 
satisfactory  to  me.  I  know  the  situation 
in  Los  Angeles,  and  the  first  thing  I 
shall  do  Avhen  I  return  to  California  will 
be  to  endeavor  to  bring  those  people  to¬ 


gether  in  that  city.  Those  Avho  will  not 
come  together  among  themseh'es  and  stop 
fighting  each  other,  instead  of  fighting 
the  Citizens’  Alliance,  Avill  be  removed. 

The  question  avus  discussed  by  Delegate 
Bahlhorn,  Delegate  Duffy  and  Delegate 
McCarthy. 

Secretary  Spencer — This  matter  has  been 
irregularly  placed  before  the  CouAention. 
The  Building  Trades  Committee  should 
have  referred  it  to  the  Executive  Council 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
and  the  Council  should  haA'e  referred  it 
here.  It  is  not  regularly  before  the  Con- 
Arention. 

President  Kirby — The  Convention  can 
deal  with  it  as  it  sees  fit. 

The  question  was  further  discussed  by 
Delegate  Duncan,  who  stated  that  the 
regular  course  had  been  pursued  by  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  in  dealing 
Avith  the  matter.  He  stated  that  the  sub¬ 
ject  had  been  introduced  in  the  Conven¬ 
tion  in  the  regular  Avay,  had  been  referred 
to  the  appropriate  committee,  and  that 
committee  had  evidently  giA'en  the  inter¬ 
ested  parties  a  hearing.  It  Avas  then  re¬ 
ported  to  the  Conv'entiou  and  referred  to 
the  Executive  Council  for  further  action, 
lie  stated  further  that  the  Executive 
Council  had  invited  all  the  interested 
parties  to  appear  before  that  body. 

In  closing,  Delegate  Duncan  said:  “I 
desire  to  say  to  the  officers  of  the  build¬ 
ing  trades,  and  especially  those  Avho  pro¬ 
tested  against  Arthur  A.  Hay,  that  if 
they  had  given  a  little  more  attention  to 
instructing  their  organizers  to  co-operate 
Avith  him,  the  result  Avould  have  been 
different.  While  it  Avas  agreed  that  the 
building  trades  and  others  should  send 
organizers  there  to  assist  the  organizer 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
and  while  many  of  them  did,  as  far  as 
I  know  at  the  present  time  only  one 
building  trade  instructed  its  organizer 
to  report  to  and  co-operate  with  Arthur 
A.  Hay  and  work  under  his  general  in¬ 
structions.  It  Avas  not  his  fault  that 
he  did  not  co-operate  with  them,  but 
they  Avere  at  fault  in  not  co-operating 
with  him.  To  get  Los  Angeles  organ¬ 
ized  you  should  require  your  organizers, 
Avhen  they  go  there,  not  alone  to  pay  at¬ 
tention  to  your  individual  trade  interests, 
but  report  to  AvlioeA'er  is  there  as  gener*' 
organizer  and  co-operate  with  him  for 
the  general  good.  After  they  have  done 
that  and  have  made  reports  accordingly, 
if  they  then  make  complaint  such  com- 
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plaints  will  be  dealt  with  and  the  man 
■complimented  for  his  work  if  lie  is  en¬ 
titled  to  it,  or  removed  if  he  is  not  worthy 
to  hold  the  position. 

Secretary  Spencer — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
•order.  This  discussion  is  entirely  out  of 
•order.  The  matter  is  irregularly  before 
the  Convention.  Added  to  that,  the  first 
day  of  this  Convention,  Delegate  Ryan 
moved  that  the  President  be  authorized 
to  refer  all  these  documents  to  the  differ¬ 
ent  committees  without  being  read  here. 

President  Kirby — Arthur  A.  Hay  is  not 
•on  trial  here.  He  is  employed  by  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  and  if  the 
representatives  of  the  building  trades  did 
not  think  he  was  doing  them  justice,  they 
should  have  made  their  complaint  to  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor.  I  desire 
to  have  some  record  of  this  made  in  the 
minutes,  because  it  was  referred  to  me 
by  the  Building  Trades  Committee.  I 
permitted  .he  motion  to  refer  to  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Council  of  this  Department  be¬ 
cause  some  of  the  delegates  feel  some 
further  action  should  be  taken. 

The  *  question  wras  discussed  briefly  by 
Delegate  Keough,  who  spoke  in  favor  of 
referring  to  the  Executive  Council. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  Department  was  carried. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  EX¬ 
ECUTIVE  COUNCIL. 

Delegate  Hedrick,  for  the  committee,  re¬ 
ported  as  follows : 

The  committee  divided  its  report  into 
sixteen  sections. 

Section  1  is  in  regard  to  the  offices  in 
Washington  and  the  procuring  of  a  seal. 
The  committee  approve  of  that  part  of 
the  Secretary’s  report. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  con¬ 
curred  in. 

Section  2,  in  regard  to  the  granting  of 
charters,  is  approved  of  by  the  committee. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  con¬ 
curred  in. 

Section  3.  in  regard  to  a  basis  for  repre¬ 
sentation  in  Local  Councils,  is  approved 
of  by  the  committee. 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Laws. 

Section  4,  in  regard  to  correspondence 
with  President  Gompers,  is  approved  of. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  con¬ 
curred  in. 

Section  5,  in  regard  to  the  removal  of 


headquarters,  etc.,  is  approved  of  by  the 
committee. 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  concurred  in. 

Section  0.  in  regard  to  outside  linemen, 
is  approved  of  by  the  committee. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  con¬ 
curred  in* 

Section  7,  in  regard  to  representation  of 
District  Council  in  Local  Councils,  is  ap¬ 
proved  of  by  the  committee. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  con¬ 
curred  in. 

Section  8,  in  regard  to  complaint  against 
Philadelphia  Local  Council  by  Steam  and 
Hot  Water  Fitters,  is  approved  of  by  the 
committee. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  con¬ 
curred  in. 

Section  9,  in  regard  to  meeting  of  the 
Executive  Councils  of  the  Building  Trades 
Department  and  the  Metal  Trades  De¬ 
partment,  etc.,  is  approved  of  by  the  com¬ 
mittee. 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  concurred  in. 

Section  10,  in  regard  to  bond  of  General 
Secretary-Treasurer,  is  approved  of  by 
the  committee. 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  concurred  in. 

Section  11,  in  regard  to  the  application 
of  a  representative  of  the  International 
Association  of  Machinists  in  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Convention,  held  in  February,  etc., 
is  approved  of  by  the  committee. 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  concurred  in. 

Section  12,  in  regard  to  meeting  of  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Council  of  the  Department  in 
Denver,  etc.,  is  approved  of  by  the  com¬ 
mittee. 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  concurred  in. 

Section  13.  under  the  caption,  “The  Up¬ 
holsterers’  International  Union  of  North 
America,”  is  approved  or  by  the  com¬ 
mittee. 

Delegate  Trice — I  would  like  to  inquire 
if  the  committee  has  seen  Brother  Hatch 
of  the  Upholsterers? 

Delegate  Hedrick — The  committee  has 
not.  We  did  not  know  that  anyone  wanted 
a  hearing.  We  are  satisfied  to  defer  action 
on  this  until  he  can  be  given  a  hearing. 

It  was  taken  by  consent  that  action  on 
Section  13  should  be  deferred  in  order 
to  hear  the  representative  of  the  Up¬ 
holsterers. 

Section  14,  under  the  caption  of  “Oper¬ 
ative  Plasterers,”  has  already  been  acted 
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on  by  the  Convention  and  is  approved  of 
by  the  eonimittee. 

The  report  of  the  eonimittee  was  con¬ 
curred  in. 

Section  15,  under  the  caption,  “Proposed 
Amalgamation  of  the  International  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  Council  with  the  Building 
Trades  Department,  is  approved  of  by  the 
committee.  * 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  concurred  in. 

Section  10,  in  regard  to  the  application 
from  the  city  of  St.  Louis  for  a  charter 
in  the  Building  Trades  Department,  etc. 

Delegate  Hedrick — The  committee  will 
ask  that  action  be  deferred  until  we  can 
give  the  St.  Louis  men  a  hearing. 

It  was  taken  by  consent  that  the  mat¬ 
ter  be  deferred. 

Delegate  Hedrick — That  completes  the 
partial  report  of  the  Committee  on  Re¬ 
port  of  the  Executive  Council. 

REPORT  OF  ADJUSTMENT  COM¬ 
MITTEE. 

Delegate  McNulty,  Secretary  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  reported  as  follows: 

We,  your  Adjustment  Committee,  beg 
leave  to  report  the  following  in  the  case 
of  the  protest  tiled  with  this  Convention 
against  the  seating  of  H.  A.  Stemburgh, 
D.  D’Alessandro  and  Jerry  Cooper,  as  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  Hod  Carriers’  and  La¬ 
borers’  International  Union:  That  they 
be  seated  with  voice  and  full  votes,  and 
that  we  deplore  the  unbusinesslike  meth¬ 
ods  employed  in  the  management  of  the 
affairs  of  that  organization,  and  believe 
it  is  impossible  to  maintain  an  Interna¬ 
tional  organization  where  such  loose  busi¬ 
ness  methods  of  management  are  practiced, 
and  as  a  remedy  for  the  existing  evil,  we 
strongly  advise  that  all  local  unions  and 
factions  of  the  organization,  and  all  inde¬ 
pendent  local  unions  of  Hod  Carriers  and 
Building  Laborers  which  should  belong 
to  the  Hod  Carriers’  and  Laborers’  Inter¬ 
national  Union,  should  be  brought  to¬ 
gether  through  the  usual  methods  into 
an  amalgamated  or  reorganized  union,  and, 
as  a  means  to  this  end,  this  Department 
memorialize  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  to  instruct 
the  General  and  Local  Organizers  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  to  give 
prompt  attention  to  the  organizing  of  all 
hod  carriers  and  laborers  now  unorganized 
and  affiliate  them  with  the  Hod  Carriers’ 
and  Laborers’  International  Union;  and 
we  further  recommend  that  a  Convention, 
regular  or  special,  be  held,  preferably 
wdthin  six  months,  for  the  thorough  amal¬ 
gamation  or  reorganization  of  that  body, 
and  that  the  President  of  the  Building 
Trades  Department  shall  be  in  attend¬ 
ance  at  said  Convention  to  give  such  as¬ 
sistance  and  advice  as  the  circumstances 
and  his  experience  in  the  labor  movement 


may  suggest.  That  when  reorganization 
or  amalgamation  has  been  accomplished 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  be- 
asked  to  place  an  organizer  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  headquarters,  who  shall,  from  time 
to  time,  give  the  officers  of  this  organiza¬ 
tion  the  necessary  advice,  which  knowledge 
and  experience  can  give  of  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  general  affairs  of  a  successful 
labor  organization,  as  wrell  as  the  practi¬ 
cal  and  necessary  detail  w’ork  of  a  general 
office  of  a  labor  organization,  and  that  in 
order  to  make  the  Convention  referred 
to  a  success,  the  suspended  and  seced¬ 
ing  locals  of  the  organization  be  given 
representation  therein,  in  accordance  with 
the  law's  of  the  Hod  Carriers’  and  Labor¬ 
ers’  International  Union,  and  that  the  sus¬ 
pended  and  seceding  locals  commence  pay¬ 
ment  of  per  capita  tax  to  the  Interna¬ 
tional  headquarters  in  accordance  writh 
the  Constitution  of  the  organization,  be¬ 
ginning  with  and  for  the  month  of  Jan¬ 
uary,  1000.  And  that  this  Building  Trades 
Department  guarantees  all  interested  par¬ 
ties  that  no  advantage  will  be  given  or 
taken  by  any  one  faction  over  another. 
That  the  President  of  this  Department 
shall  send  to  all  Hod  Carriers’  and  La¬ 
borers’  Unions  an  official  circular  letter, 
urging  them  to  adhere  to  tne  above  rec¬ 
ommendations. 

F.  J.  McNULTY, 
Secretary  of  Committee. 

Delegate  Sullivan — I  move  the  adoption 
of  the  report  of  the  committee.  (Seconded 
by  Delegate  Huddell.) 

Short  statements  were  made  by  Dele¬ 
gate  Stemburgh  and  Mr.  Lilien. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Delegate  Sullivan  moved  a  reconsidera¬ 
tion  of  the  vote  by  which  the  Convention 
decided  not  to  hold  a  session  on  Thanks- 
givin.  ^Seconded  by  Delegate  Feather- 
ston.) 

After  a  short  discussion  by  Delegates 
Duncan.  McNulty,  Featherston.  McCarthy, 
Keough.  Sullivan  and  Feeney,  the  motion 
to  reconsider  was  lost.  The  vote  was  2t> 
in  the  affirmative  and  24  in  the  negative. 
The  chair  decided  a  two-thirds  vote  was 
necessary  to  reconsider. 

Delegate  Duffy  stated  that  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  claims  of  the  Plasterers’,  Roofers' 
and  some  other  organizations  wrere  not 
published  with  the  claims  of  jurisdiction 
in  the  proceedings  of  Tuesday.  Secretary 
Spencer  announced  that  those  claims 
w'ould  be  furnished  and,  published  lat^f 
in  the  session. 

Delegate  Skemp  received  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  Convention  to  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  a  resolution  amending  the  laws. 

Other  resolutions  were  introduced  as 
follows: 
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Resolution  No.  10 — By  Delegates  Walter 
Y.  Price,  John  Donliu.  .7.  J.  Sullivan,  Matt 
Comerford,  Henry  Sands,  1).  D’Alessandro, 
M.  O’Sullivan,  M.  Goellnitz,  Jo  Evans, 
Chas.  H.  Leps,  J.  It.  Alpine,  F.  J.  Mc¬ 
Nulty,  J.  C.  Bahlliorn,  F.  M.  Ryan,  Frank 
Duffy,  W.  J.  McSorley  and  Frank  Feeney: 

WHEREAS,  Through  lack  of  unity  of 
action,  the  conditions  of  the  Building 
Trades  Unions  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  are  de¬ 
plorable;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  incoming  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Council  be  and  is  hereby  in¬ 
structed  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Pitts- 
burg,  Pa.,  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
adjournment  of  this  Convention,  for  the 
purpose  of  harmonizing  any  and  all  fac¬ 
tions  that  may  exist  among  the  Building 
Trades,  and  strengthening  the  local  de¬ 
partments  of  this  organization  in  that  city. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  20 — By  Delegate  John  R. 
Alpine,  Plumbers,  Gas  Fitters,  Steam  Fit¬ 
ters  and  Steam  Fitters’  Helpers: 

WHEREAS,  Local  No.  40,  composed  of 
Plumbers,  Gas  and  Steam  Fitters,  en¬ 
rolled  under  the  charter  of  the  United 
Association,  and  inasmuch  as  this  Local 
No.  40  became  involved  in  a  lock-out 
brought  about  by  the  arbitrary  efforts 
of  the  Employers’  Association  to  lessen 
the  conditions  of  the  members  of  the 
aforesaid  Local  No.  40,  as  well  as  organ¬ 
ized  labor  generally;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  foregoing  mentioned 
United  Association  has  spent  $52,639.00 
in  defending  the  position  of  organized 
labor  in  the  city  of  Toronto,  and  has 
presented  a  most  remarkable  defense  in 
the  face  of  distressing  conditions  caused 
7>y  the  financial  and  industrial  depres¬ 
sion.  as  well  as  by  the  influx  of  foreign 
labor  brought  by  Employers’  Association 
from  the  Old  Country  to  take  the  places 
•of  our  locked-out  members;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  International  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Steam  Fitters  did,  on  November 
20,  1908,  institute  a  Local  Union  of  the 
International  Association,  composed  prin¬ 
cipally  of  men  who  had  received  strike 
benefits  from  the  United  Association,  rang¬ 
ing  in  sums  from  $10.00  to  $171.00,  and 
owing  dues  to  the  aforesaid  United  Asso¬ 
ciation  in  sums  ranging  from  $9.30  to 
$31.00,  the  remaining  members  of  the  re¬ 
ferred  to  Local  recently  organized  into 
the  International  Association  being  men 
who  had  acted  as  strike  breakers  in  the 
referred  to  lock-out;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  this  First  Annual  Con¬ 
vention  of  the  Building  Trades  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  American  Federation  of  La¬ 
bor,  in  Convention  assembled,  that  the 
aforementioned  International  Association, 
thruogh  its  officials,  herewith  revoke  the 
charter  issued  by  the  International  Asso¬ 
ciation  on  November  20th,  or  thereabouts, 
1908,  in  the  city  of  Toronto,  and  herein 
referred  to. 

JOHN  It.  ALPINE. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 


Resolution  No.  21 — By  Delegates  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Painters,  Decorators  and 
Papcrhangers  of  America: 

WHEREAS,  The  President  of  the  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  Department,  in  his  report,  rec¬ 
ommends  an  increase  in  the  per  capita  tax; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  each  affiliated  organi¬ 
zation  be  required  to  pay  tax  upon  its 
actual  membership,  and  that  the  Laws 
Committee  be  instructed  to  submit  to 
this  Convention  such  amendment  to  the 
Laws  of  the  Department  as  may  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  carry  this  resolution  into  effect. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Laws. 

Resolution  No.  22 — By  Delegates  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Painters,  Decorators  and 
Paperhangers  of  America : 

WHEREAS,  Existing  Federal  and  State 
Employers’  Liability  Laws  are  inadequate 
and  unsatisfactory ;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  principle  of  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Workmen’s  Compensation  Act  provides 
a  basis  upon  which  it  has  been  found 
practicable  to  secure  a  just  compensation 
to  workmen  injured  and  to  the  dependents 
of  workmen  killed  in  the  industries,  and 
which  obviates  the  endless  delays  and  tlj£ 
burdensome  expense  incident  to  the  at¬ 
tempt  to  secure  redress  under  existing 
Employers’  Liability  Law's ;  and 

WHEREAS,  President  Roosevelt,  in  a 
recent  message  to  Congress,  recommended 
the  embodiment  of  this  principle  in  a 
federal  lawr,  in  the  hope  that  it  w'juld 
become  a  precedent  for  the  enactment  of 
state  laws  of  a  similar  nature;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  officers  of  this 
Department  be  instructed  to  ask  the  co¬ 
operation  of  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  in  drafting 
a  Workmen’s  Compensation  Law  and  in 
endeavoring  to  secure  its  enactment  in 
every  State  of  the  Union  and  Province  of 
Canada. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Laws. 


Resolution  No.  23  (Resolution  No.  37  as 
adopted  by  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  Convention)  —  By  Delegates  Jo 
Evans  and  J.  F.  McHugh,  of  the  Journey¬ 
men  Stone  Cutters’  Association  of  North 
America : 

WHEREAS,  There  is  at  present  a  dual 
organization  of  stone  cutters  styling  them¬ 
selves  “The  National  Stone  Cutters’  Asso¬ 
ciation’’;  and 

WHEREAS,  This  association  is  formed 
solely  of  seceders  from  the  parent  l>ody, 
“The  Journeymen  Stone  Cutters’  Associa¬ 
tion  of  North  America”;  and 

WHEREAS,  This  dual  organization  was 
formed  and  is  governed  and  controlled 
7>y  the  Employers’  Association,  who  use 
it  as  a  menace  and  a  fneans  of  disrup¬ 
tion  to  organized  labor,  sending  its  mem¬ 
bers  as  strike  breakers  into  every  locality 
where  trouble  occurs  between  the  Em¬ 
ployers  and  the  Journeymen  Stone  Cutters’ 
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Association  of  North  America;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  Twenty -Eighth  An¬ 
nual  Convention  of  the  American  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Labor,  that  the  Executive  Council 
be  requested  to  instruct  all  affiliated  Cen¬ 
tral  bodies  to  comply  with  Section  1,  of 
Article  XI.,  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  Constitution;  that  the  Journey¬ 
men  Stone  Cutters’  Association  of  North 
America,  which  is  affiliated  with  the  Amer¬ 


ican  Federation  of  Labor,  shall  be  sus¬ 
tained  in  every  possible  manner  by  every 
member  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  in  the  protection  of  their  organiza¬ 
tion  and  the  enforcement  of  their  rights. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

At  3:45  the  rules  were  suspended  and 
the  Convention  adjourned  to  reconvene  at 
9  a.  nr,  Friday,  November  27. 
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FOURTH  DAY — Friday  Morning  Session 


The  Convention  was  called  to  order  at 
©  a.  m.,  Friday.  November  27th,  President 
Kirby  in  the  chair. 

ABSENTEES:  Delegates  Duncan, 

Coombe.  Cruickshank. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  EXECU¬ 
TIVE  COUNCIL’S  REPORT. 

Delegate  Hedrick,  Chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  reported  as  follows: 

Section  13  was  recommitted  to  the  com¬ 
mittee.  After  hearing  the  interested  par¬ 
ties.  the  committee  were  unanimous  in 
their  opinion  that  the  Upholsterers’.  In¬ 
ternational  Union  of  America  cannot  be 
classed  as  a  building  trade.  We  therefore 
approve  the  action  of  the  Executive  Coun¬ 
cil. 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  adopted. 

Section  1G.  (Application  from  St.  Louis 
for  charter  in  the  Building  Trades  De¬ 
partment  by  two  applicants.)  The  com¬ 
mittee,  ‘after  hearing  the  representatives 
of  both  parties  applying  for  charters  from 
the  Building  Trades  Department  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  for  the 
city  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  discussed  the  ques¬ 
tion  thoroughly  and  make  the  following 
recommendation:  That  after  the  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  this  Convention  the  President  of 
the  Building  Trades  Department  proceed 
at  once  to  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and 
there  call  a  meeting  of  the  Building 
Trades,  and  do  all  in  his  power  to  bring 


harmony  among  them,  and  get  the  city 
chartered  as  soon  as  possible.  All  parties 
concerned  must  be  affiliated  with  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Labor  Union  of  the  city  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo. 

(Signed)  GEO.  F.  HEDRICK. 

Chairman ; 

HENRY  SANDS. 

Secretary ; 

ISAAC  COOMBE, 

S.  J.  FAY, 

A.  C.  SANDERS. 

Committee  on  Report  of  Executive  Council. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that 
the  report  of  the  committee  be  con¬ 
curred  in. 

Later  in  the  session  Secretary  Spencer 
read  the  following  commnuication : 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Nov.  10,  100S. 

Mr.  Wm.  J.  Spencer,  Albany  Hotel,  Den¬ 
ver,  Colo. : 

Dear  Sir:  You  probably  have  by  this 
time  received  by  telegram  or  letter  an 
application  for  a  charter  from  the  Build¬ 
ing  Department  of  the  American  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Labor,  of  which  you  are  Secre¬ 
tary,  from  the  Building  Trades  Council 
of  St.  Louis.  We  have  been  informed  that 
such  action  was  taken  at  their  meeting 
last  night,  after  hearing  that  the  Car¬ 
penters,  Plumbers,  Gas  Fitters,  Tinners 
and  several  other  organizations  were  about 
to  apply  for  said  charter. 

If  such  application  has  been  made,  we 
would  ask  that  you  withhold  the  grant¬ 
ing  of  same,  as  it  seems  as  though  it  is 
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not  made  in  good  faith,  and  would  not 
have  been  made  only  for  the  action  of 
the  trades  above  mentioned.  Following 
this  communication  you  will  receive  an 
application  from  the  Tinners,  Plumbers, 
Carpenters,  Stone  Cutters,  Gas  Fitters, 
Lathers  and  several  other  organizations, 
asking  for  the  granting  of  a  charter, 
which,  we  trust,  will  b,e  complied  with,  as 
I  can  assure  you  that  this  application  is 
made  in  good  faith,  and,  if  granted,  will 
be  carried  out  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
the  law  as  laid  down  in  your  Constitution 
and  Laws. 

The  Carpenters  at  the.  present  time  are 
not  taking  any  active  part  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Building  Trades  Council,  as  we 
consider  it  an  institution  out  of  existence. 
Am  sorry  to  say  that  it  has  outlived  its 
usefulness  in  its  present  form,  and  we 
would  much  regret  to  place  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  new-born  Council  in  the  hands 
of  those  who  were  so  successful  in  break¬ 
ing  up  the  Council  tljat  at  one  time  was 
the  envy  of  all  Councils  throughout  the 
entire  world. 

You  will  note  the  application  forwarded 
with  the  signatures  of  the  officers  of  the 
Carpenters.  Tinners,  Plumbers,  etc.,  will 
say  this  action  on  the  part  of  the  Car¬ 
penters  was  taken  at  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Council,  and  the  President  was  in¬ 
structed  to  sign  same;  hence,  you  will 
note  my  signature  on  the  application,  as 
I  am  now  President  of  the  Council,  and 
should  the  name  of  any  carpenter  appear 
on  the  application  from  the  Building 
Trades  Council,  I  am  authorized  to  say 
that  same  is  not  legal  and  unauthorized, 
and  if  such  should  be  the  case,  will  ask 
of  you  to  notify  me  at  once  as  to  whQ.se 
name  appears  there,  and  he  will  be  taken 
care  of  by  the  Council. 

Inasmuch  as  your  experience  in  the 
labor  movement  has  taught  you,  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  not  necessary  to  make  any 
further  explanations  in  the  matter,  as  I 
feel  assured  that  you  understand  the 
situation  here  almost  as  well,  and,  in  fact, 
better  than  I  am  able  to  explain  to  you. 
However,  I  presume  that  this  is  some¬ 
what  unexpected  as  coming  from  me. 
While  we  may  differ  at  times,  when  tne 
cause  of  labor  hangs  in  the  balance  then 
we  must  forget  the  past  and  rally  to  the 
firing  line  and  land  her  safe  and  secure 
on  her  foundation  once  more. 

I  sincerely  trust  that  you  will  receive 
this  in  the  spirit  it  is  given,  and  give  it 
your  careful  consideration,  to  the  end 
that  the  charter  from  the  kindred  or¬ 
ganizations  above  mentioned  be  granted. 
Kindly  reply  at  once,  and  oblige, 
Fraternally  yours, 

J.  E.  SPANGLER, 
President  C.  D.  Council. 

Address,  ,T.  E.  Spangler,  No.  5959  Ro- 
maine  Place,  St.  Louis. 

Delegate  Barry  (J.  II.)  spoke  in  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  and 
urged  that  the  charter  be  granted  at  once 
•on  the  application  signed  by  representa¬ 
tives  of  twelve  organizations  now  in  the 
Building  Trades  Council  of  St.  Louis.  He 
stated  that  there  was  division  among  the 
building  trades,  and  that  they  would  be 
further  divided  if  the  charter  was  not 


granted  at  once.  He  stated  that  it  was 
the  desire  of  the  twelve  trades  signing 
the  application  to  get  all  the  organiza¬ 
tions  eligible  to  membership  in  the  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  Department  to  affiliate  with 
the  Council  in  St.  Louis. 

Delegate  Hedrick,  Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee — The  committee  acted  entirely  im¬ 
partially  in  this  matter.  After  hearing 
all  the  evidence  of  the  parties  interested, 
w*e  decided  it  was  best  to  ask  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  this  Department  to  go  to  St. 
Louis  and  get  all  the  building  trades 
there  to  come  up  and  sign  the  applica¬ 
tion  for  a  charter.  Then  there  will*  be 
no  objection  from  any  of  them. 

Delegate  Powers  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  and  stated  that 
some  of  the  building  trades  organizations 
of  St.  Louis  would  stay  out  unless  the 
President  of  the  Department  could  go 
there  and  get  them  together. 

Delegate  O’Sullivan  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  report  of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Alpine  stated  that  he  did  not 
oppose  the  report  of  the  committee,  but 
if  a  charter  were  granted  to  either  of  the 
applicants,  it  should  be  to  those  who  made 
the  first  application.  He  stated  that  if 
that  were  not  done  the  proper  course  to 
pursue  would  be  to  have  the  President 
of  the  Department  go  to  St.  Louis  and 
bring  the  contesting  factions  together. 

Secretary  Spencer — The  application  Is 
not  signed  by  the  Laborers.  Are  not  the 
Plasterers’  Laborers,  the  Stone  Masons’ 
Laborers  and  the  Plumbers’  Laborers 
affiliated? 

Delegate  Barry  (J.  H.) — Some  of  those 
organizations  are  affiliated.  The  Plaster¬ 
ers’  Laborers  are  not.  The  Masons’  La¬ 
borers  are  part  of  our  movement.  The 
appliaction  does  not  bear  the  signature  of 
any  organization  not  eligible  to  member¬ 
ship  in  this  Department.  If  the  charter  is 
granted  the  laws  of  the  Council  will  be 
revised  to  conform  to  the  laws  of  this 
Department. 

Delegate  Sullivan  discussed  the  ques¬ 
tion,  and  said  in  closing:  “The  report 
of  the  committee  is  the  only  feasible  one. 
To  grant  a  charter  at  the  present  time 
to  either  side  would  be  a  serious  mistake. 
It  will  not  do  to  create  a  wider  breach 
in  the  movement  than  there  is  at  the 
present  time.  They  should  be  brought  to¬ 
gether,  and  the  only  possible  way  to  do 
that  is  for  some  one  to  go  to  St.  Louis, 
get  together  all  the  trades  that  are  elig¬ 
ible  to  form  that  organization,  and  adopt 
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laws  to  govern  it.  You  had  hotter  adopt 
the  report  of  the  committee  and  give 
every  one  interested  a  chance  to  sign  the 
application.  That  is  the  only  way  you 
can  get  them  together.” 

Delegate  Fay  spoke  in  favor  of  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  committee. 

The  question  was  further  discussed  in 
a  general  way  by  Delegates  Barry  (J.  H.), 
Cook,  O’Sullivan,  Alpine  and  Secretary 
Spencer. 

Delegate  Barry  (E.)  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  report  of  the  committee,  and  dis¬ 
cussed  at  some  length  the  situation  in 
St.  Louis. 

On  motion  debate  was  closed. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  carried. 

Delegate  Barry  (J.  II.)— What  time  will 
the  representative  of  this  Department 
come  to  St.  Louis? 

President  Kirby — Not  later  than  Decem¬ 
ber  loth. 

Delegate  Hedrick — That  completes  the 
report  of  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Delegate  Huddell  the  re¬ 
port  as  a  whole  was  adopted,  and  the 
committee  discharged  with  a  vote  of 
thanks. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON 
LAWS. 

Delegate  Fyfe,  for  the  committee,  re¬ 
ported  as  follows: 

Resolution  No.  7— By  Delegates  Frank 
Duffy,  Dan  H.  Deegon,  P.  H.  McMCarthy, 
Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of 
America : 

WHEREAS.  The  Twenty-Eighth  Annual 
Convention  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  held  in  Denver.  Colo.,  during  the 
past  two  weeks,  referred  certain  matters 
to  the  Building  Trades  Department  Con¬ 
vention  for  adjustment;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  the  duty  of  said  Con¬ 
vention  to  report  back  to  the  parent  body 
what  action  has  been  taken  on  these  mat¬ 
ters;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  next  Convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  will  not  be 
held  for  another  year;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  future  Conven¬ 
tions  of  the  Building  Trades  Department 
be  held  some  months  previous  to  the  hold¬ 
ing  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
Conventions,  so  that  these  matters,  when 
finally  passed  upon,  may  be  reported  to 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  Con¬ 
vention  in  detail. 

IT  IS  FURTHER  UNDERSTOOD,  That 
the  holding  of  these  Conventions,  as  here¬ 
in  stated,  would  not  interfere  whatever 
with  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  Department  adjusting  these 
matters.  Questions  not  adjusted  to  be 


referred  to  the  Convention  for  action, 
along  with  a  detailed  report  covering  all 
controversies  settled.  The  *  whole  to  be 
afterwards  incorporated  in  a  report  to  be 
presented  to  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  Convention  for  adoption ;  approval 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  Con¬ 
vention  to  be  final  and  binding  on  all  par¬ 
ties  at  interest. 


The  committee  recommended  that  Sec¬ 
tion  4  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  to 
read  as  follows : 

‘‘The  Annual  Convention  of  this  De¬ 
partment  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Mon¬ 
day  of  October,  at  such  place  as  may 
be  selected  by  the  preceding  Convention. 
Special  Conventions  may  be  called  by  the 
President  should  a  majority  of  the  affili¬ 
ated  National  and  International  Organiza¬ 
tions  so  request. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee 
was  concurred  in. 

Resolution  No.  S — By  Delegates  Frank. 
Duffy.  J.  T.  Cosgrove,  I).  F.  Featherston, 
Dan  II.  Deegon  and  P.  H.  McCarthy,  of 
the  United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and 
Joiners  of  America: 

WHEREAS,  The  laws  governing  the 
United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and 
Joiners  of  America,  both  locally  and  na¬ 
tionally.  are  made  by  referendum  vote  of 
its  members  and  cannot  be  made  by  any 
other  means;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  has  been  reported  that 
the  laws  of  Local  Building  Trades  De¬ 
partments  or  Councils  are  made  by  the 
Departments  or  Councils,  and  are  not  sub- 
mited  to  referendum  vote  of  the  members 
of  the  organizations  affiliated;  and 

WHEREAS.  Such  action  on  behalf  of 
such  Departments  or  Councils  conflicts 
with  the  laws  of  the  United  Brotherhood 
of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  America, 
thereby  causing /dissatisfaction  among  our 
members  and  friction  with  our  laws;  there¬ 
fore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  all  local  laws,  be¬ 
fore  becoming  operative,  be  submitted  for 
referendum  vote  of  the  members  of  the 
organizations  affiliated,  and  that  it  require 
a  two-thirds  majority  vote  to  make  them 
forcible. 

The  committee  reported  non-concurrence 
in  the  resolution,  and  recommended  that 
all  laws  and  rules  of  local  councils  be 
submitted  to  all  affiliated  locals  for  adop¬ 
tion,  a  majority  vote  of  the  locals  affili¬ 
ated  to  be  necessary  for  adoption  of  same. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that 

* 

the  recommendation  of  the  committee  be 
concurred  in. 

Delegate  Duffy — Do  I  understand  the 
report  of  the  committee  is  that  the  affili¬ 
ated  locals  have  the  vote,  or  are  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  locals  to  vote  on  it? 
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Delegate  Fyfe — It  is  to  be  submitted  to 
the  members  of  all  the  locals.  They  will 
vote  on  it.  and  the  delegate  of  each  local 
will  cast  his  vote  as  instructed  by  his 
local. 

Secretary  Spencer— Is  it  the  intention 
to  cast  a  vote  of  the  aggregate  member¬ 
ship  of  all  the  unions,  or  after  the  local 
unions  have  voted,  then  the  delegate  of 
each  local  union  shall  cast  his  vote? 

Delegate  Fyfe — That  is  the  idea. 

Secretary  Spencer — Then,  as  a  conse¬ 
quence,  the  vote  will  be  reduced  to  one 
vote  for  each  local. 

Delegate  Fyfe — That  is  correct. 

Delegate  Duffy — That  is  satisfactory. 

The  question  was  discussed  briefly  by 
Delegate  McCarthy,  who  stated  that  ail 
laws  to  govern  the  Local  Councils  should 
be  adopted  by  a  majority  of  the  mem¬ 
bership,  not  by  delegates  to  the  councils 
alone. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  carried. 

Resolution  No.  12 — By  Delegates  Cramp- 
ton  and  Fyfe,  of  the  Amalgamated  So¬ 
ciety  of  Carpenters: 

To  amend  Section  35,  on  page  10,  Con¬ 
stitution  and  By-Laws  of  this  Depart¬ 
ment,  by  adding  the  words,  “Provided, 
however,  that  every  Local  Union  affili¬ 
ated  with  this  Department  shall  not  be 
deprived  of  its  representation  should  no 
District  Council  of  its  organization  exist 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Local  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  Council.” 

The  committee  recommended  non-con¬ 
currence  in  the  resolution,  as  Section  51 
of  the  Constitution  provides  a  remedy 
where  such  conditions  as  described  in  the 
resolution  exist.  The  committee  further 
recommended  the  strict  enforcement  of  the 
section. 

On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the 
•committe  was  concurred  in. 

Resolution  No.  21 — By  Delegates  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Painters,  Decorators  and 
Paperhangers  of  America: 

WHEREAS,  The  President  of  the  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  Department,  in  his  report,  rec¬ 
ommends  an  increase  in  the  per  capita  tax; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  each  affiliated  or¬ 
ganization  be  required  to  pay  tax  upon 
its  actual  membership,  and  that  the  Laws 
Committee  be  instructed  to  submit  to  this 
Convention  such  amendment  to  the  Laws 
of  the  Department  as  may  be  necessary  to 
carry  this  resolution  into  effect. 

The  committee  recommended  non-con¬ 
currence  in  the  resolution,  and  stated  that 
with  the  increase  in  membership,  and  the 


fact  that  the  building  trades  industry 
would  undoubtedly  be  improved  in  the 
near  future,  the  present  resources  were 
fully  adequate  to  finance  the  Department. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee  be 
concurred  in. 

President  Kirby — There  is  an  error  in 
the  resolution.  The  President  made  no 
recommendation  in  his  report  that  we  in¬ 
crease  the  per  capita  tax. 

Delegate  Arnold — We  find,  according  to 
the  report  of  the  Secretary,  that  some 
organizations  pay  the  same  amount  regu¬ 
larly,  while  others  change  the  amount  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  membership.  I  believe 
some  of  the  organizations  affiliated  do  not 
pay  according  to  their  membership.  We 
pay  on  every  member  in  our  organization. 

Delegate  Stemburgh  stated  that  the 
Building  Laborers  paid  on  every  member 
in  their  organization. 

Delegate  Hedrick,  in  discussing  the  ques¬ 
tion,  said :  “I  am  satisfied  in  my  own 
mind  that  some  of  the  organizations  are 
not  paying  their  full  per  capita  tax.” 

Secretary  Spencer  discussed  the  ques¬ 
tion  briefly,  and  corrected  statements  made 
by  some  of  the  delegates  in  regard  to 
per  capita  and  representation  in  the  Con¬ 
vention. 

Delegate  Fyfe — There  has  been  deprecia¬ 
tion  in  the  building  industry  in  the  last 
fifteen  months,  and  there  has  been  fluctu¬ 
ation.  The  Engineers  are  paying  on  40,000 
men,  and  yet  not  more  than  5,000  of  them 
are  on  buildings.  'They  pay  a  set  amount. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Department 
will  be  amply  financed  for  this  year  at 
least. 

President  Kirby — I  want  to  say  for  my 
organization  we  are  paying  on  40.000  men 
not  employed  on  buildings. 

Delegate  McMCarthy,  in  discussing  the 
question,  said  in  part:  “I  am  satisfied 
we  are  all  honest  enough  to  pay  our  just 
debts.  The  men  who  guide  the  destinies 
of  the  National  and  International  unions 
are  not  dishonest,  and  they  will  pay  what 
we  ask  them  to.  The  fact  is,  however, 
we  do  not  order  them  to  pay  enough. 
We  ought  at  least  to  ask  them  to  pay 
three-eighths  of  a  cent  instead  of  one- 
fourtli  of  a  cent  to  this  Department.  If 
there  is  trouble  in  St.  Louis  and  New 
York  and  Boston  and  Chicago  and  San 
Francisco,  you  cannot  attend  to  all  of  it 
on  our  present  per  capita  tax.” 

Delegate  Alpine — As  one  mexnber  of  the 
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committee  I  desire  to  say  we  went  over 
the  matter  very  carefully,  and  feel  con¬ 
vinced  our  revenue  as  now  provided  for 
is  sufficient  for  the  present.  The  out¬ 
look  for  improvement  was  taken  into  con¬ 
sideration.  Reference  has  been  made  to 
some  organizations  that  pay  a  flat  rate. 
The  organization  that  I  represent  in  part  is 
one  that  pays  a  flat  rate.  We  do  that 
because  we  do  not  employ  a  per  capita 
system,  but  a  percentage  system.  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  we  have  been 
generous  and  have  paid  on  members  we 
might  justly  decline  to  pay  for. 

The  motion  to  concur  in  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

Resolution  No.  22 — By  Delegates  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Painters,  Decorators  and 
Paperhangers  of  America : 

WHEREAS,  Existing  Federal  and  State 
Employers’  Liability  Laws  are  inadequate 
and  unsatisfactory;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  principle  of  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Workmen’s  Compensation  Act  pro¬ 
vides  a  basis  upon  which  it  has  been 
found  practicable  to  secure  a  just  com¬ 
pensation  to  workmen  injured  and  to  the 
dependents  of  workmen  killed  in  the  in¬ 
dustries,  and  which  obviates  the  endless 
delays  and  the  burdensome  expense  inci¬ 
dent  to  the  attempt  to  secure  redress 
under  existing  Employers’  Liability  Laws; 
and 

WHEREAS,  President  Roosevelt,  in  a 
recent  message  to  Congress,  recommended 
the  embodiment  of  this  principle  in  a  fed¬ 
eral  law,  in  the  hope  that  it  would  become 
a  precedent  for  the  enactment  of  state 
law's  of  a  similar  nature;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  officers  of  this 
Department  be  instructed  to  ask  the  co¬ 
operation  of  the  Executive  Council  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  in 
drafting  a  Workmen's  Compensation  Law 
and  in  endeavoring  to  secure  its  enact¬ 
ment  in  every  State  of  the  Union  and 
Province  of  Canada. 

The  committee  recommended  concur¬ 
rence  in  the  resolution. 

On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  was  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Fyfe — That  completes  the  par¬ 
tial  report  of  the  Committee  on  Law’s. 

REPORT.  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RESO¬ 
LUTIONS. 

Delegate  Godsliall,  for  the  committee, 
reported  as  follow’s : 

Resolution  No.  9 — By  Delegate  E.  Arnold, 
Brotherhood  of  Painters,  Decorators  and 
Paperhangers : 

WHEREAS,  It  is  a  cardinal  principle 
of  this  Department  to  assist  each  other 
in  time  of  trouble;  and 


WHEREAS,  The  sympathetic  strike  is 
our  most  powerful  weapon ;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED  That  all  affiliated  Unions 
are  hereby  instructed  to  insert  a  clause 
in  their  agreements  with  their  employers 
pertaining  to  the  sympathetic  strike. 

The  committee  recommended  non-con¬ 
currence  in  the  resolution. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee  be 
concurred  in. 

Delegate  Arnold  spoke  at  length  in  favor 
of  the  x-esolution. 

Delegate  McCarthy,  in  discussing  the 
motion,  said  in  part:  “I  am  opposed  to- 
inserting  those  words  in  our  law’s,  but 
if  striking  them  out  means  that  this  De¬ 
partment  does  not  desire  to  do  business 
as  a  w’hole,  then  I  do  not  see  the  use 
of  having  a  Department  of  Building 
Trades.  It  surely  cannot  be  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  committee  to  provide  that  if 
one  trade  leaves  a  building  the  others 
cannot  go.  If  that  is  the  law  of  the 
Department,  then  I  tell  you  frankly  we 
are  going  to  violate  it  in  California.  I 
never  have  favored  inserting  the  words 
‘sympathetic  strike’;  they  have  no  place 
in  our  law’s,  but  wre  should  have  a  law 
maintaining  the  conduct  of  the  building 
from  the  foundation  to  the  roof,  and  if 
one  department  comes  off  every  depart¬ 
ment  from  foundation  to  roof  comes  off.” 

Delegate  Skemp  discussed  the  question 
at  length,  and  stated  that  the  entire  com¬ 
mittee  was  strongly  in  favor  of  the  reso¬ 
lution.  but  a  majority  of  the  members 
thought  it  would  be  inadvisable  to  insert 
in  the  Constitution  a  section  requiring 
that  all  agreements  between  local  coun¬ 
cils  and  employers  contain  a  clause  per¬ 
taining  to  sympathetic  strikes.  He  stated 
that  while  in  some  cities  it  would  be 
possible  to  have  it  inserted  in  the  agree¬ 
ments,  in  a  majority  of  cities  it  would  not 
be  possible. 

Delegate  Godsliall— The  committee  con¬ 
sidered  it  w’ould  not  be  wise  to  adopt  a 
resolution  that  would  seek  to  compel  all 
agreements  to  have  the  sympathetic  strike 
clause.  By  non -concurring  we  leave  the 
matter  as  it  was  before,  and  those  locals 
that  have  a  sympathetic  strike  clause  need 
not  strike  it  out. 

Delegate  McCarthy  suggested  that  the 
committee  be  instructed  to  bring  in  a 
further  report  covering  the  question,  and' 
suggested  the  following:  “This  Depart¬ 
ment  and  its  affiliated  Councils  stands  for 
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the  conduct  of  the  building  industry, 
insofar  as  the  journeymen  herein  affili¬ 
ated  are  concerned,  from  the  foundation 
to  the  roof  as  a  unit.” 

Deleagte  Ryan  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  and  stated  that 
all  the  trades  could  stand  together  with¬ 
out  the  clause  recommended  by  the  com¬ 
mittee.  He  stated  further  that  laws  that 
could  not  be  carried  out  should  not  be 
inserted  in  the  Constitution,  as  the  laws 
that  were  made  should  be  respected  by 
the  membership. 

Delegate  O’Sullivan,  in  discussing  the 
question,  said:  “I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
the  laws  of  the  Department  were  framed 
so  that  local  unions  making  agreements 
with  their  employers  should  conform  to 
the  laws  of  this  Department.  I  believe 
when  this  Department  was  formed  we 
had  the  intention  of  cutting  out  this  sym¬ 
pathetic  strike  clause.  We  should  be  very 
careful  at  the  present  time  how  we  word 
our  Constitution.  I  therefore  move  that 
this  matter  be  referred  to  the  committee 
to  bring  in  a  resolution  covering  this 
question.” 

The  motion  was  seconded,  and  after  a 
short  discussion  by  Delegate  Featherston, 
was  carried. 

Resolution  No.  19 — By  Delegates  Walter 
V.  Price,  John  Donlin,  J.  J.  Sullivan, 
Matt  Comerford.  Henry  Sands,  D.  D’Ales- 
sandro,  M.  O’Sullivan,  M.  Goellnitz,  Jo 
Evans,  Chas.  H.  Leps,  J.  R.  Alpine,  F.  J. 
McNulty,  J.  C.  Bahlhorn,  F.  M.  Ryan, 
Frank  Duffy,  W.  J.  McSorley  and  Frank 
Feeney : 

WHEREAS,  Through  lack  of  unity  of 
action,  the  conditions  of  the  Building 
Trades  Unions  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  are  de¬ 
plorable;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  incoming  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Council  be  and  is  hereby  in¬ 
structed  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg. 
Pa.,  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  ad¬ 
journment  of  this  Convention,  for  the 
purpose  of  harmonizing  any  and  all  fac¬ 
tions  that  may  exist  among  the  Building 
Trades,  and  strengthening  the  local  de¬ 
partments  of  this  organization  in  that  city. 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence 
in  the  resolution. 

On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  was  concurred  in. 

Resolution  No.  20 — By  Delegate  John  R. 
Alpine,  Plumbers,  Gas  Fitters,  Steam  Fit¬ 
ters  and  Steam  Fitters’  Helpers: 

WHEREAS,  Local  No.  40,  composed  of 
Plumbers,  Gas  and  Steam  Fitters,  enrolled 
under  the  charter  of  the  United  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  inasmuch  as  this  Local  No.  46 
became  involved  in  a  lock-out  brought 


about  by  the  arbitrary  efforts  of  the  Em¬ 
ployers’  Association  to  lessen  the  condi¬ 
tions  of  the  members  of  the  aforesaid 
Local  No.  46,  as  well  as  organized  labor 
generally;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  foregoing  mentioned 
United  Association  has  spent  $52,639.00  in 
defending  the  position  of  organized  labor 
in  the  city  of  Toronto,  and  has  presented 
a  most  remarkable  defense  in  the  face  of 
distressing  conditions  caused  by  the  finan¬ 
cial  and  industrial  depression,  as  well  as 
by  the  influx  of  foreign  labor  brought  by 
Employers’  Association  from  the  Old 
Country  to  take  the  places  of  our  locked- 
out  members;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  International  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Steam  Fitters  did.  on  November 
20,  1908,  institute  a  Local  Union  of  the  In¬ 
ternational  Association,  composed  princi¬ 
pally  of  men  who  had  received  strike 
benefits  from  the  United  Association, 
ranging  in  sums  from  $10.00  to  $171.00,  and 
owing  dues  to  the  aforesaid  United  As¬ 
sociation  in  sums  ranging  from  $9.30  to 
$31.00.  the  remaining  members  of  the  re¬ 
ferred  to  local  recently  organized  into  the 
International  Association  being  men  who 
had  acted  as  strike-breakers  in  the  re¬ 
ferred  to  lock-out;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  this  First  Annual  Con¬ 
vention  of  the  Building  Trades  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  American  Federation  of  La¬ 
bor.  in  Convention  assembled,  that  the 
aforementioned  International  Association, 
through  its  officials,  herewith  revoke  the 
charter  issued  by  the  International  As¬ 
sociation  on  November  20th,  or  there¬ 
abouts,  1908,  in  the  city  of  Toronto,  and 
herein  referred  to. 

The  committee  recommended  that  the 
resolution  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Adjustment. 

On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  was  concurred  in. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  SECRE¬ 
TARY’S  REPORT. 

Delegate  Redding,  for  the  committee, 
reported  as  follows: 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  First 

Annual  Convention  of  the  Building 

Trades  Department  of  the  American 

Federation  of  Labor. 

Greeting :  We,  your  committee  appoint¬ 
ed  on  Secretary’s  report,  beg  leave  to  re¬ 
port  as  follows : 

After  carefully  comparing  the  Secre¬ 
tary’s  report  as  submitted  to  this  Con¬ 
vention  by  the  Auditing  Committee’s  re¬ 
port,  that  we  find  it  correct  in  every  par¬ 
ticular,  and  as  follows: 

The  receipts  of  his  office,  from  its 

inception  tip  to  and  including 


September  30,  1908,  being . $7,642.47 

And  the  expenses  were . . .  6,581.48 


Leaving  net  balance  in  treasury 

October  1.  1908 . $1,060.99 

Respectfully  submitted, 


F.  M.  RYAN. 

H.  A.  STEMB1TRGH. 
HERBERT  CRAMPTON, 
THOS.  REDDING, 

Committee. 
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On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  concurred  in. 

The  committee  submitted  the  following- 
recommendation  : 

Your  committee  recommend  that  Sec¬ 
tion  28,  pertaining  to  auditing  of  books, 
be  changed  so  as  to  exclude  members  of 
Executive  Board  from  being  eligible  to 
act  as  members  of  Auditing  Committee, 
and  further  recommend  that  this  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  Laws  Committee. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee  be 
concurred  in. 

Secretary  Spencer — Has  this  Convention 
a  right  to  dictate  to  the  President  of  an 
International  union  whom  he  shall  ap¬ 
point  on  an  Auditing  Committee? 

President  Kirby — The  Convention  has 
not  the  right  to  dictate  at  the  present 
time.  If  this  matter  is  referred  to  the 
Laws  Committee  they  can  bring  in  a 
recommendation  as  to  -whom  the  General 
President  may  exclude. 

The  motion  to  concur  in  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

President  Kirby  announced  that  a  num¬ 
ber  of  the  delegates  wished  a  night  ses¬ 
sion  held,  and  stated  that  the  assembly 
room  would  be  available  if  they  wished 
to  hold  such  a  session  in  order  to  hear 
the  report  of  the  Adjustment  Committee. 

Delegate  Featherston — I  move  that  when 
the  afternoon  session  is  adjourned  it  be 
to  reconvene  at  7 :30.  (Seconded  by  Dele¬ 
gate  Hedrick.) 

Delegate  McCarthy  spoke  in  opposition 
to  the  motion,  and  stated  that  such  mat¬ 
ters  of  vital  importance  as  would  come 
up  under  the  report  of  the  Adjustment 
Committee  should  not  be  considered  hur¬ 
riedly. 

Delegates  Ryan  and  Barry  (J.  H.)  op¬ 
posed  the  motion. 

The  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Feather¬ 
ston  was  carried. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  ORGAN¬ 
IZATION. 

Delegate  McLaughlin,  for  the  commit¬ 
tee,  presented  the  following  report: 

Resolution  No.  6 — By  Delegates  Frank 
Duffy,  J.  T.  Cosgrove,  D.  F.  Feather¬ 
ston,  Dan  H.  Deegon,  P.  H.  McCarthy. 
United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and 
Joiners  of  America: 

WHEREAS,  At  the  formation  of  the 
Building  Trades  Department,  by  and  with 
the  consent  of  the  Twenty-Seventh  An¬ 
nual  Convention  of  the  American  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Labor,  held  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  No¬ 


vember,  1907,  it  was  generally  understood 
that  said  Department  have  headquarters 
and  offices  with  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  at  Washington,  D.  C. ;  and 

WHEREAS,  When  said  Building  Trades 
Department  was  legally  organized  and 
chartered  by  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  offices  could  not  be  secured  with 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  as  it 
was  claimed  space  was  unavailable;  and 

WHEREAS,  Office  space  was  secured 
in  the  Colorado  Building,  Washingtoh.- 
D.  C.;  and 

WHEREAS,  All  the  work  between  the 
offices  of  the  Building  Trades  Depart¬ 
ment  and  the  offices  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  is  done  through 
correspondence,  and  justly  so,  as  it  is 
necessary  to  have  records  on  file  between 
both  parties,  showing  all  legal  trans¬ 
actions,  it  is  therefore  not  necessary  that 
the  offices  of  the  Building  Trades  Depart¬ 
ment  be  located  in  Washington,  D.  C. ; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  office  and  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  Building  Trades  Depart¬ 
ment  be  located  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  for 
the  following  reasons : 

First — Because  in  Indianapolis  three 
Building  Trades  International  organiza¬ 
tions  have  their  headquarters  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time. 

Second — Because  Indianapolis  is  the 
most  convenient  place  in  the  entire  coun¬ 
try,  and  the  center  of  population,  as  well 
as  being  surrounded  by  cities  where  head¬ 
quarters  of  other  Building  Trades  organi¬ 
zations  are  located.  The  Painters’  head¬ 
quarters  are  in  Lafayette,  Ind.;  the  Plas¬ 
terers’  in  Pittsburg.  Pa. ;  the  Tile  Layers’ 
in  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  the  Plumbers’  in  Chi¬ 
cago.  Ill.;  the  Lathers’  in  Cleveland,  Ohio; 
the  Electrical  Workers’  in  Springfield,  Ill.; 
the  Sheet  Metal  Workers’  in  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  etc.;  and 

Third — Because  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  would 
be  more  convenient  in  which  to  hold  con¬ 
ferences,  when  necessary,  or  when  re¬ 
quired,  than  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  committee  reported  as  follows : 

Your  committee  do  not  deem  it  advis¬ 
able  to  move  the  headquarters  from  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  to  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  at 
the  present  time,  and  recommend  that  no 
action  along  this  line  be  taken  at  this 
Convention. 

(Signed)  J.  T.  COSGROVE, 

Chairman ; 

j.  j.  McLaughlin. 

Secretary ; 

G.  B.  POWERS. 

THOMAS  BADGLEY, 

THOS.  E.  KEOUGH, 

Committee. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee  be 
concurred  in. 

Delegate  Duffy  discussed  the  resolution, 
and  said  in  part :  “Since  I  introduced  this 
resolution  I  have  heard  some  comment 
about  rebellion  against  the  American  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Labor  and  causing  dissatisfac¬ 
tion.  I  have  been  a  Federation  man  from 
the  beginning,  am  now,  and  always  ex- 
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poet  to  bo.  In  the  Convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  I  was  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Office  Build¬ 
ing,  and  T  recommended  that  the  amount 
suggested  be  raised  from  $50,000  to  $100,000. 
I  knew  that  $50,000  would  not  erect  a 
building  large  enough  for  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  headquarters  and  the 
headquarters  of  the  different  departments. 
The  committee  finally  raised  the  amount 
to  $80,000.  That  will  put  up  a  building 
-of  three  stories,  of  which  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  will  need  two. 

There  are  no  building  trades  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  but  scattered  through  the  cen¬ 
tral  states  are  the  headquarters  of  build¬ 
ing  trades  as  enumerated  in  the  resolu¬ 
tion,  and  I  think  it  would  be  Avell  to  lo¬ 
cate  the  headquarters  of  this  Department, 
not  necessarily  in  Indianapolis — that  will 
make  no  difference  so  far  as  I  am  con¬ 
cerned — but  make  it  Lafayette,  Chicago, 
St.  Louis,  or  any  other  city  in  the  cen¬ 
tral  states.  It  is  a  great  deal  of  expense 
for  the  men  from  Kansas  City,  St.  Louis, 
Chicago,  Springfield,  Lafayette  and  In¬ 
dianapolis  to  go  to  Washington  every  time 
-a  conference  is  called,  when  we  might 
meet  in  a  place  easily  reached  by  all  of  us. 
The  rents  are  enormously  high  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  and  much  cheaper  headquarters 
-could  be  secured  in  some  of  the  cities  I 
have  named.  It  is  not  necessary  to  be  in 
Washington  in  order  to  confer  with  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  headquar¬ 
ters,  as  all  communication  must  be  by 
correspondence  in  order  that  a  record  of 
it  may  be  kept  by  the  American  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Labor  and  the  Building  Trades 
Department. 

The  motion  to  concur  in  the  recommen¬ 
dation  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

It K FORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  ADJUST¬ 
MENT. 

Delegate  McNulty,  Secretary  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  reported  as  follows: 

Resolution  No.  11 — By  Delegate  George 
F.  Hedrick,  Brotherhood  of  Painters,  Deco¬ 
rators  and  Paperhangers  of  America : 

WHEREAS,  A  charter  has  been  granted 
to  a  portion  of  the  Building  Trades  in  the 
city  of  Buffalo  upon  the  condition  that 
they  comply  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  Department  by  becoming  affiliated 
with  the  United  Trades  and  Labor  Coun¬ 
cil  ;  and 

WHEREAS,  After  repeated  efforts  on 
the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  Building 
Trades  Department,  they  have  refused  to 
become  affiliated  therewith,  and  for  some 


reason  failed  to  comply  with  the  laws  of 
the  Department;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  charter  of  the 
Local  Department  of  the  city  of  Buf¬ 
falo  be  and  is  hereby  revoked,  and  that 
all  of  the  Building  Trades  in  the  city 
of  Buffalo  be  notified  that  within  sixty 
days  from  the  date  of  notification  there 
will  be  a  charter  granted  in  that  city 
to  those  trades  who  will  be  by  that  time 
affiliated  with  the  Central  Body  of  that 
city. 

The  committee  reported  as  follows: 


After  hearing  all  interested  parties,  in¬ 
cluding  Secretary  Spencer,  your  committee 
recommend : 

That  the  President  of  this  Department 
immediately  notify  all  Local  Unions  now 
affiliated  with  the  Local  Department  in 
Buffalo  that  they  must  affiliate  with  the 
United  Trades  and  Labor  Council  of  Buf¬ 
falo,  N.  Y.,  by  March  1.  Failing  to  do  so 
the  charter  must  be  recalled;  and 

Further,  That  President  Gompers,  oi 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  shall 
be  requested  to  notify  the  United  Trades 
and  Labor  Council  of  Buffalo  that  all 
Building  Trades  affiliated  therewith  elig¬ 
ible  to  membership  in  this  Department 
must  affiliate  themselves  with  the  Local 
Department  of  Building  Trades  on  or 
before  March  1.  In  the  event  of  failure 
of  any  or  all  trades  to  abide  by  this  re¬ 
quest,  this  Department  shall  demand  their 
suspension  through  the  American  Feder¬ 
ation  of  Labor. 

Your  committee  believe  that  if  these 
recommendations  are  followed  out  a  suc¬ 
cessful  Local  Department  will  result 
thereby. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee  be 
concurred  in. 

Delegate  Hedrick — I  note  that  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Federation  of  Labor  is  required  to 
suspend  the  Building  Trades  if  they  do 
not  affiliate.  What  about  revoking  the 
charter  from  this  Department? 

Delegate  McNulty — If  they  refuse  to 
affiliate  with  the  United  Trades  and  Labor 
Council  of  Buffalo  this  Department  will 
revoke  their  charters.  On  the  other  hand, 
we  ask  President  Gompers  to  notify  the 
Trades  and  Labor  Council  to  notify  the 
Building  Trades  affiliated  therewith  to 
affiliate  with  this  Department  by  March  1. 
If  they  fail  to  do  so  this  Department  will 
demand  of  President  Gompers  that  they 
suspend  those  Building  Trades  from  the 
Trades  and  Labor  Council. 

The  motion  to  concur  in  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

Resolution  No.  1,  relative  to  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Council  of  Carpenters  and  the  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  Council  of  Denver,  Colo. : 

Inasmuch  as  the  fact  was  established 
that  the  District  Council  did  not  appeal 
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to  the  President  or  Executive  Board  in 
this  Department,  your  committee  found 
they  had  no  jurisdiction  in  the  premises, 
and  therefore  suggest  that  the  District 
Council  of  Carpenters  of  Denver,  Colo., 
make  their  appeal  to  the  President  of  this 
Department,  according  to  our  laws. 

On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  was  concurred  iu. 

Resolution  No.  17 — By  Delegates  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Tainters,  Decorators  and 
Paperhangers  of  America: 

WHEREAS,  Among  the  members  of 
Local  Unions,  formerly  affiliated  with  the 
Amalgamated  Woodworkers’  International 
Union,  which  have  recently  been  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  United  Brotherhood  of  Car¬ 
penters  and  Joiners,  are  many  men  en¬ 
gaged  in  varnishing  or  otherwise  finishing 
wood,  and  who  are  now  working  in  fac¬ 
tories  and  upon  buildings,  and  carrying  a 
Carpenters’  card;  and 

WHEREAS,  These  men  properly  belong 
to  the  Brotherhood  of  Painters,  Decorators 
und  Paperhangers  of  America;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  United  Brother¬ 
hood  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  America 
be  instructed  to  transfer  all  of  its  mem¬ 
bers  engaged  in  the  finishing  of  wood  to 
the  Brotherhood  of  Painters,  Decorators 
and  Paperhangers  of  America  within  sixty 
days  of  its  receiving  notification  to  that 
effect  from  the  Secretary  of  this  Conven¬ 
tion.  Stich  notification  to  be  made  imme¬ 
diately  upon  its  adjournment. 

After  careful  consideration  of  all  facts 
brought  to  the  attention  of  your  com¬ 
mittee  bearing  on  this  case,  we  respect¬ 
fully  recommend : 

That,  inasmuch  as  an  agreement  and 
an  understanding  exists  between  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Officers  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Paint¬ 
ers,  Decorators  and  Paperhangers  and  the 
United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and 
Joiners,  relative  to  the  disposition  of  the 
men  referred  to  in  Resolution  No.  16,  we 
recommend : 

That  the  matter  remain  as  it  is  at  pres¬ 
ent,  as  we  are  satisfied,  and  feel  sure  that 
the  agreement  referred  to  will  be  complied 
with  at  the  proper  time. 

On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  was  concurred  in. 

Resolution  No.  10 — By  Delegates  A.  C. 
Sanders,  Herbert  Crampton  and  William 
Fyfe : 

“Resolution  No.  2  (American  Federation 
of  Labor  Convention) — By  Delegates  A.  C. 
Sanders.  Herbert  Crampton  and  William 
Fyfe,  Amalgamated  Society  of  Carpenters: 

“WHEREAS,  The  Building  Trades  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Denver,  Colo.,  has  refused  to  seat 
the  elected  delegates  of  the  Denver  First 
Branch  of  The  Amalgamated  Society  of 
Carpenters  and  Joiners;  therefore,  be  it 

“RESOLVED,  That  this  Federation  in¬ 
struct  the  officers  of  the  Building  Trades 


Department,  American  Federation  of  La¬ 
bor,  to  order  the  seating  of  said  dele¬ 
gates  as  per  Section  2,  of  Article  XI..  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  .American  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Labor.” 

WHEREAS,  The  above  resolution  was 
referred  to  this  Department  by  the 
Twenty-Eighth  Annual  Convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  President  of  this  De¬ 
partment  has  referred  to  the  fact  of  his 
having  notified  the  Building  Trades  Copn- 
cil  of  Denver  to  seat  the  duly  elected 
delegates  of  the  First  Branch  of  the  Amal¬ 
gamated  Society  of  Carpenters  and  Join¬ 
ers  ;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  this  Convention  is¬ 
sue  an  immediate  order  to  seat  said  dele¬ 
gates  of  the  Denver  First  Branch  of  the 
Amalgamated  Society  of  Carpenters  and 
Joiners  iu  accordance  with  Section  38  and 
Section  51  of  the  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws  of  this  Department  of  the  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor. 

Your  committee  have  given  this  case  the 
fullest  possible  consideration,  and  recom¬ 
mend  : 

That  the  Amalgamated  Society  of  Car¬ 
penters  present  to  the  Executive  Coun¬ 
cil  of  this  Department  evidence  of  the 
existence  of  a  branch  of  their  society  in 
this  vicinity,  and  when  such  is  done  the 
Executive  Council  shall  instruct  the 
Denver  Building  Trades  Council  to  con¬ 
form  with  our  laws  and  recognize  and 
seat  the  said  Society’s  representatives. 
This  action  must  be  taken  before  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Council  leaves  Denver. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee  be 
concurred  in. 

Delegate  Crampton — While  I  am  willing 
to  accept  the  recommendation,  it  is  hardly 
clear  in  detail.  I  would  like  to  know  what 
they  mean  by  “evidence.”  Do  they  mean 
living  men  with  paid-up  cards  in  their 
pockets  ? 

Delegate  McNulty — The  committee  wants 
evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  members 
of  your  Society.  We  did  not  want  to  put 
this  on  the  shoulders  of  the  Council.  If 
this  committee  had  been  given  the  evi¬ 
dence  we  would  have  recommended  that 
they  be  seated.  You  stated  that  your  men 
were  scattered,  and  we  wanted  to  give 
you  the  fullest  time  to  bring  in  your 
evidence.  If  this  committee  is  in  exist¬ 
ence  when  the  evidence  is  brought  in  the 
Council,  we  will  make  the  same  recom¬ 
mendation. 

Delegate  Fyfe — I  am  in  favor  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  and  by  this  even¬ 
ing,  if  they  desire,  we  can  produce  the 
evidence  for  the  Council. 

The  motion  to  concur  in  the  recommen¬ 
dation  of  the  committee  was  carried. 
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Resolution  No.  5 — By  Delegates  Frank 
Duffy,  Dan  H.  Deegon,  J.  T.  Cosgrove, 
D.  F.  Featherston,  P.  H.  McCarthy, 
United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and 
Joiners  of  America: 


WHEREAS.  The  Building  Trades  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  are  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  in  a  deplorable  condition,  and 
have  for  several  years  past  been  grad¬ 
ually  growing  weaker  and  weaker  and 
more  divided  every  year,  due  to  abuses 
of  the  laws  and  mismanagement  of  the 
affairs  by  those  who  were  in  control  of 
the  machinery  of  the  Allied  Building- 
Trades  Council,  thereby  compelling,  from 
time  to  time,  the  real  basic  trades  to 
withdraw  therefrom,  until  at  the  present 
time  there  is  scarcely  a  semblance  of  a 
Building  Trades  Council;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  in  Convention  assembled,  at  its 
last  meeting,  in  order  to  remedy  just  sucu 
evils  as  exist  here  and  bring  about  a  unity 
of  action  in  the  Building  Trades  for  the 
betterment  of  conditions  therein,  created  a 
Building  Trades  Department  to  be  con¬ 
ducted  and  controlled  by  trades  nationally 
eligible  to  said  Department;  and 

WHEREAS,  Through  an  acknowledged 
error  of  judgment  and  an  entire  lack  of 
investigation  as  to  the  conditions  here  by 
the  Secretary  of  this  Department,  said 
Secretary  issued  a  charter  for  a  Local 
Branch  of  this  Department  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  to  the  so-called  Allied 
Building  Trades  without  any  consideration 
being  given  to  the  trades  not  affiliated 
therewith,  and  whose  numerical  strength 
is  more  than  three  to  one  as  against  those 
affiliated ;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  said  Allied  Building 
Trades  has  on  its  books  seventeen  trades, 
seven  of  which  are  not  nationally  eligi¬ 
ble  to  this  Department,  such  as  the  Pavers 
and  Rammers,  Cedar  Vat  and  Tank 
Builders.  Boilermakers,  Stained  Art  Glass 
Workers,  Terra  Cotta  Workers,  etc.;  and 

WHEREAS,  We,  as  representing  the 
various  building  trades  not  affiliated  with 
said  Allied  Building  Trades  Council,  have 
for  many  weeks  done  all  in  our  power  to 
have  a  reorganization  of  the  Building- 
Trades  here  in  conformity  with  the  sup¬ 
posed  intention  of  the  Department  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor ;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  present  Allied  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  Council,  through  its  repre¬ 
sentatives,  owing  to  the  fact  of  being  in 
possession  of  the  charter  granted  them 
through  an  error  of  judgment,  have  abso¬ 
lutely  refused  to  accede  to  a  reorganiza¬ 
tion  of  the  trades,  but  still  persist  in 
carrying  on  their  business  in  the  same  old 
way,  to  the  detriment  of  all  organized 
labor;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we  appeal  to  the 
officers  and  delegates  of  the  Convention 
assembled  to  use  its  influence  with  this 
Department  to  have  the  charter  issued 
to  Philadelphia  recalled  and  a  complete 
reorganization  of  the  Building  Trades  ef¬ 


fected  in  pursuance  of  the  intentions  of 
the  Building  Trades  Department  and  in 
conformity  with  its  laws. 

(Signed) 

JAMES  A.  RYAN, 

For  the  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters. 

THOMAS  McGUIRE, 

For  the  Granite  Cutters. 

THOMAS  MAHON, 

For  the  Soft  Stone  Cuttdrs. 

FRED  MARSHALL. 

For  the  Amalgamated  Society  of  Car¬ 
penters. 

GEORGE  W.  POWELL, 

For  the  Interior  Marble  Workers. 

CHARLES  DOUGHERTY. 
For  the  International  Association- 
Steam  Fitters. 

The  committee  offered  the  following  re¬ 
port  : 

Your  committee,  after  hearing  all  par¬ 
ties  to  this  controversy,  including  the 
President  of  this  Department,  believe  that 
the  most  important  duty  confronting  this 
Convention  in  this  case  is  to  endeavor  to* 
create  a  strong  and  harmonious  Local 
Building  Trades  Department  in  that  city. 

We  regret  exceedingly  the  mistakes 
wihch  occurred  when  the  present  char¬ 
ter  was  issued.  We  believe,  however,  that 
the  best  interests  of  all  wTill  be  servdd 
by  the  adherence  to  the  following  recom¬ 
mendation  : 

That  the  President  of  this  Department 
be  and  is  hereby  instructed  to  proceed  to 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  within  sixty  days 
and  call  a  meeting  of  all  bona  fide  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  eligible  to  membership  under 
the  laws  of  this  Department,  and  each 
National  or  International  Organization  af¬ 
filiated  with  this  Department  shall  notify 
their  respective  Local  Unions  in  Philadel¬ 
phia  to  attend  said  meeting  and  co-operate 
with  the  President,  to  the  end  that  a 
strong,  harmonious  Local  Department  be 
instituted  in  that  city,  in  accordance  with 
our  laws. 

We  further  recommend  that  the  present 
Local  Department  be  maintained  until  the 
above  recommendations  have  been  carried 
out,  and  when  they  are  carried  out,  the 
President  of  this  Department  is  empow¬ 
ered  to  make  the  necessary  changes  to- 
the  present  charter  to  conform  therewith. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee  be 
concurred  in. 

The  question  was  discussed  briefly  by 
Delegate  Feeney. 

Delegate  Ryan — I  move  as  an  amend¬ 
ment  that  the  words  “or  some  member  of 
the  Executive  Council  designated  by  the 
President,”  be  added  after  the  word 
“President.”  The  President  may  not  be 
able  to  do  this  on  account  of  sickness  or 
having  too  much  other  work. 

President  Kirby — The  Chairman  as¬ 
sumes  that  the  President  of  this  Depart- 
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ment  already  has  the  authority  to  ap¬ 
point  a  member  of  the  Executive  Council 
to  take  his  place  when  he  is  not  able  to 
attend  to  matters  of  this  kind. 

Delegate  McNulty — The  committee  had 
that  in  mind  in  making  the  recommenda¬ 
tion. 

The  motion  to  concur  in  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

The  following  resolution  was  introduced 
on  the  third  day  of  the  Convention,  but 
accidentally  omitted  from  the  list  printed : 

Resolution  No.  24 — By  Delegates  John  T. 
Taggart  and  W.  J.  McSorley,  of  the  Wood, 
Wire  and  Metal  Lathers : 

WHEREAS,  The  Wood.  Wire  and  Meta! 
Lathers’  International  Union  do  hereby 
enter  protest  against  the  action  of  the 
International  Alliance  of  Amalgamated 
Sheet  Metal  Workers’  Union,  inasmuch 
as  they  are  endeavoring  to  encroach  upon 
the  jurisdiction  claims  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers’  International  Union, 
which  were  approved  of  and  granted  to  us 
by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor ; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  aforesaid  tactics  tend 
to  bring  discredit  upon  the  labor  move¬ 


ment  and  are,  in  our  opinion,  a  direct 
violation  of  the  policy  and  principles  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  International  Alliance 
of  Amalgamated  Sheet  Metal  Workers 
have,  at  no  time,  presented  any  claim  of 
jurisdiction  to  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  or  this  Department,  covering 
the  work  that  comes  under  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lath¬ 
ers’  International  Union,  and  which  is  in 
controversy  at  the  present  time;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Sheet  Metal  Workers, 
by  claiming  the  work  which  comes  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Wood.  Wire  and 
Metal  Lathers’  International  Union,  is  a 
direct  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Federation  of  Labor  and  this  De¬ 
partment;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Convention  as¬ 
sembled  instruct  the  International  Al¬ 
liance  of  Sheet  Metal  Workers  to  refrain 
from  encroaching  upon  the  jurisdiction 
claims  of  the  Wood.  Wire  and  Metai 
Lathers’  International  Union. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Adjustment. 

At  12  o'clock  the  Convention  was  ad¬ 
journed  to  reconvene  at  2  p.  m. 


FOURTH  DAY — Friday  Afternoon  Session 


The  Convention  was  called  to  order  at 
2  p.  m.,  Friday,  November  27th,  Presi¬ 
dent  Kirby  in  the  chair. 

No  absentees. 

Delegate  Skemp  announced  that  one  of 
the  Painters’  delegation  had  been  obliged 
to  leave  the  city  on  account  of  illness,  and 
requested  that  Mr.  Eisenring  be  seated  in¬ 
stead  of  Delegate  Breidenbach. 

On  motion  the  request  was  granted. 

President  Kirby — Delegate  Eisenring  will 
take  the  place  of  Delegate  Breidenbach  on 
the  Committee  on  Laws.  Delegate  Jo 
Evans  will  take  the  place  of  Delegate 
Cruickshank  on  the  Committee  on  Resolu¬ 
tions,  as  Delegate  Cruickshank  has  left  the 
city. 

There  being  no  further  business  to  be 
brought  before  the  Convention,  on  motion 
of  Delegate  Cook  a  recess  was  taken  until 
3:30  to  allow  the  committees  to  prepare 
reports. 

At  3 :30  the  session  was  reconvened. 
President  Kirby  in  the  chair. 


Delegate  Featherston — I  believe  we  ought 
to  have  a  uniform  name  for  our  locals. 
In  some  cities  they  art;  called  local  councils 
and  in  others  local  departments. 

President  Kirby — Section  35  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution  gives  them  the  title  of  Local 
Building  Trades  Councils. 

Delegate  Crampton — There  are  several 
good  reasons  why  we  should  have  uni¬ 
formity  in  the  name  of  the  local  organ¬ 
izations.  If  we  are  to  have  alliances 
and  councils  and  departments,  it  will  be 
difficult  to  arrange  the  names  in  alpha¬ 
betical  order. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RESO¬ 
LUTIONS. 

Delegate  Godshall,  for  the  committee, 
reported  as  follows : 

Resolution  No.  23  (Resolution  No.  37  as 
adopted  by  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  Convetnion) — By  Delegates  Jo  Evans 
and  J.  F.  McHugh,  of  the  Journeymen 
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Stone  Cutters’  Association  of  North 
America : 

WHEREAS,  There  is  at  present  a  dual 
organization  of  stone  cutters,  styling 
themselves  “The  National  Stone  Cutters’ 
Association”;  and 

WHEREAS.  This  association  is  formed 
solely  of  seceders  from  the  parent  body, 
“The  Journeymen  Stone  Cutters’  Associa¬ 
tion  of  North  America” ;  and 

WHEREAS,  This  dual  organization  was 
formed  and  is  governed  and  controlled 
by  the  Employers’  Association,  who  use 
it  as  a  menace  and  a  means  of  disrup¬ 
tion  to  organized  labor,  sending  its  mem¬ 
bers  as  strike-breakers  into  every  local¬ 
ity  where  trouble  occurs  between  the 
Employers  and  the  Journeymen  Stone 
Cutters’  Association  of  North  America ; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  Twenty-Eighth  An¬ 
nual  Convention  of  the  American  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Labor,  that  the  Executive  Council 
be  requested  to  instruct  all  affiliated  Cen¬ 
tral  Bodies  to  comply  with  Section  1  of 
Article  XI.  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  Constitution;  that  the  Journey¬ 
men  Stone  Cutters’  Association  of  North 
America,  which  is  affiliated  with  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  shall  be 
sustained  in  every  possible  manner  by 
every  member  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  in  the  protection  of  their  or¬ 
ganization  and  the  enforcement  of  their 
rights. 

The  committee  recommended  that  the 
Convention  endorse  the  action  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor. 

On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  was  concurred  in. 

On  Resolution  No.  4,  by  the  Louisville 
Building  Trades  Department  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Federation  of  Labor,  the  committee 
made  the  following  report : 

That  the  subject  matter  of  the  resolu¬ 
tion  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  Building  Trades  Department 
for  investigation  and  such  action  as  they 
deem  best. 

Delegate  Godshall — The  committee  make 
this  recommendation  for  the  reason  that 
all  the  evidence  submitted  has  been  one¬ 
sided.  We  do  not  believe  there  is  suffi¬ 
cient  evidence  here  in  Denver  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  to  allow  us  to  take  decisive 
action  on  it. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee  be 
concurred  in. 

Secretary  Spencer — Did  the  committee 
take  into  consideration  that  a  telegram 
was  received  later  saying  that  the  trades 
that  made  the  protest  were  about  to  be 
unseated  in  the  Central  Labor  Union? 

President  Kirby — They  evidently  did. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  con¬ 
curred  in. 


Resolution  No.  0  was  referred  to  the- 
committee  for  further  consideration.  In> 
lieu  of  that  resolution  we  submit  the  fol¬ 
lowing  amendment  to  the  Constitution: 
Amend  Section  30  by  striking  out  after- 
the  words  “Provided,  however,”  on  seventh: 
line  from  the  last,  and  adding: 

“That  while  local  organizations  shall, 
abide  by  and  conform  to  existing  agree¬ 
ments  with  their  employers,  they  shall 
not,  on  the  expiration  of  such  agreements,, 
enter  into  any  new  agreements  contain¬ 
ing  any  clause  which  will  prevent  their 
obeying  the  laws  of  this  Department  or 
from  their  giving  each  other  prompt  and 
effective  assistance,  or  their  combining  for 
united  action  and  material  support.” 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee  be 
concurred  in. 

The  question  was  discussed  by  Delegate 
Ryan,  who  opposed  the  recommendation,, 
and  by  Delegates  Redding,  Arnold  and’ 
Featherston,  who  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
recommendation. 

The  motion  to  concur  in  the  recommen¬ 
dation  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

Delegate  Donlin,  of  the  Operative  Plas¬ 
terers,  stated  that  he  was  obliged  to  re¬ 
turn  to  his  home,  and  ask  that  James 
G.  Sheehan  be  seated  in  his  place. 

On  motion  the  request  was  granted. 

Secretary  Spencer  read  the  following 
communication,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Resolutions : 

Resolution  No.  25 — By  Building  Trader 
Council  of  Denver  and  Vicinity: 

Owing  to  the  financial  condition  of  the 
Denver  Building  Trades  Council,  caused 
by  the  continuous  drain  on  our  treas¬ 
ury  for  the  purpose  of  defending  our 
rights  in  the  courts,  made  necessary  by 
the  many  suits  brought  against  us  by 
the  Citizens’  Alliance,  we  take  this  op¬ 
portunity  of  placing  our  position  before 
the  Department. 

Our  case  and  conditions  were  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Building  Trades  Com¬ 
mittee  at  Norfolk,  and  a  resolution  ask¬ 
ing  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
to  assist  us  was  endorsed  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  and  adopted  by  the  Convention' 
(see  Resolution  45,  page  307),  with  rec¬ 
ommendations  that  National  and  Inter¬ 
national  Unions  contribute  to  a  fund  to- 
be  used  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the 
Colorado  Anti-Boycott  Law. 

We  sent  a  circular  letter  to  the  Build¬ 
ing  Trades,  setting  forth  our  conditions 
and  the  suits  on  hand,  but  have  received1 
no  assistance  except  from  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Marble  Workers,  who  levied  an  as¬ 
sessment  of  50  cents  per  member  on  their 
entire  membership. 

The  Colorado  State  Federation  of  La¬ 
bor  levied  an  assesssment  of  ten  cents 
upon  its  membership  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  funds  to  defend  the  various  suits 
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brought  agains  the  unions  by  the  Citi¬ 
zens’  Alliance,  yet  the  greater  part  of 
the  burden  has  been  borne  by  the  Den¬ 
ver  Building  Trades  Council,  and  as  a 
consequence  has  caused  a  great  deal  of 
dissatisfaction  among  the  building  craft 
of  this  city. 

We  are  at  present  indebted  to  our  at¬ 
torneys  for  the  cases  that  have  been  tried 
recently. 

There  has  been  elected  at  the  recent 
election,  we  believe,  a  friendly  legisla¬ 
ture,  and  we  would  like  to  get  the  pres¬ 
ent  boycott  law  repealed,  as  it  has  been 
the  cause  of  an  enormous  outlay  of 
money  to  the  Bulding  Trades  Council, 
but  we  have  no  money  in  our  treasury 
to  put  such  a  repeal  through  the  coming 
legislature  or  pay  our  present  indebted¬ 
ness  to  our  attorneys;  therefore  we  ap¬ 
peal  to  you  as  our  National  Officers  to 
assist  us  in  our  present  fight  for  the 
rights  of  the  building  mechanics  to  work 
or  to  refuse  to  work  where  or  for  whom 
we  choose. 

SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT  OF  THE  EX¬ 
ECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Secretary  Spencer  read  the  following 
report : 

Your  Executive  Council,  after  mature 
deliberation,  are  of  the  opinion  that  the 
revenue  of  the  Department  is  insufficient 


for  its  competent  conduct  and  mainte¬ 
nance,  and  since  the  Convention  has  voted 
down  the  question  of  increasing  the  per 
capita  tax,  the  Executive  Council  here¬ 
with  respectfully  recommend  that  an  as¬ 
sessment  of  one  cent  per  member  be 
levied  upon  the  general  membership  of 
each  affiliated  International  Union;  that 
the  same  be  made  due  and  payable  at  the 
General  Offices  within  four  months. 

Estimated  total  at  one  cent  per  member 
will  amount  to  about  $4,000. 

On  motion  of  Delegate  McCarthy  the 
recommendation  of  the  Executive  Coun¬ 
cil  was  concurred  in,  the  vote  being  unan¬ 
imous. 

Delegate  Feeney — I  move,  that  when  we 
convene  this  evening  it  be  to  take  up 
the  election  of  officers.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  McCarthy  moved  as  an  amend¬ 
ment  that  the  election  of  officers  be  made 
a  special  order  of  business  for  10  a.  m. 
Saturday.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Feeney — I  accept  that  instead 
of  my  motion. 

The  motion  as  offered  by  Delegate  Mc¬ 
Carthy  carried. 

At  4:15  the  rifles  were  suspended  and 
the  Convention  adjourned  to  7 :30  p.  m. 


FOURTH  DAY— Friday  Night  Session 


The  Convention  was  called  to  order  at 
7:30  p.  in.,  Friday,  November  27th,  Presi¬ 
dent  Kirby  in  the  chair. 

ABSENTEES :  Delegates  Cruickshank, 

Coombe  and  Duncan. 

Secretary  Spencer  read  the  following 
supplemental  report  of  the  Executive 
Council : 

A  complaint  was -lodged  by  the  Amal¬ 
gamated  Society  of  Carpenters  of  Denver 
against  the  Building  Trades  Council  be¬ 
cause  of  the  repeated  refusal  of  the  Den¬ 
ver  Building  Trades  Council  to  seal  the 
delegates  of  the  Amalgamated  Carpenters. 
The  statement  was  made  that  there  were 
a  sufficient  number  of  the  members  of  the 
Amalgamated  Carpenters  to  hold  a  char¬ 
ter,  and  that  because  of  that  fact  the 
Council  was  not  justified  in  denying  them 
representation.  A  delegation  from  the 
Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners 
appeared  and  stated  that  the  Amalga¬ 
mated  Carpenters  in  Denver  had  seceded 
from  the  parent  organization'  and  joined 
the  Brotherhood,  and  that  an  insufficient 
number  remained  in  that  local  to  justify 
th£m  in  holding  a  charter  or  seat  in  the 
Building  Trades  Council. 

On  the  retirement  of  the  committee  the 
Executive  Council  took  the  matter  up  and 


decided  that  since  the  Amalgamated  Car-, 
penters  were  members  in  accord  with  the 
Building  Trades  Department,  that  they 
could  not  legally  be  disqualified  from 
membership,  and  ordered  the  officers  to 
instruct  the  Denver  Local  Council  of 
Building  Trades  to  seat  the  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Amalgamated  Carpenters  at 
once. 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  Executive 
Council  was  concurred  in. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  ADJUST¬ 
MENT. 

Delegate  McNulty,  for  the  committee, 
reported  as  follows: 

PLUMBERS  VS.  STEAM  FITTERS. 

As  the  dispute  between  the  United  As¬ 
sociation  of  Plumbers  and  Gas  Fitters, 
Steam  Fitters  and  Steam  Fitters’  Help¬ 
ers  of  the  United  States  and  Canada 
and  the  International  Association  of 
Steam  and  Hot  Water  Fitters  and  Help¬ 
ers  of  America  has  passed  through  all 
the  stages  of  conference  and  efforts  at 
adjustment  known  to  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  before  reference  to 
this  Department,  and  in  its  present  form 
comes  to  this  Department  and  to  this 
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committee,  first,  as  courtesy  to  this  De¬ 
partment;  ami,  second,  for  adjustment 
as  a  Building  Trades  dispute,  and  as 
Resolution  No.  20,  relative  to  the  situa¬ 
tion  in  Toronto,  Canada;  and  Resolu¬ 
tion  No.  30,  referred  to  this  Department 
by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
relative  to  the  Pittsburg  situation,  are 
all  bearing  on  the  long  standing  dispute 
between  these  two  organizations,  your 
committee  recommend : 

That  this  Convention  orders  representa¬ 
tives  of  both  organizations  to  meet  at  the 
headquarters  of  this  Department  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  during  the  month  of  Jan¬ 
uary,  1009,  the  date  to  be  set  by  the 
President  of  this  Department,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  drawing  up  a  working  agreement, 
to -wit : 

First.  So  that  both  organizations  can 
work  in  harmony. 

Second.  So  as  to  prevent  other  organ¬ 
izations  from  becoming  involved. 

Third.  To  prevent  either  organization 
from  using  methods  detrimental  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  general  labor  move¬ 
ment  against  one  another. 

Fourth.  To  provide  for  an  exchange 
of  working  cards,  allowing  members  of 
one  organization  to  work  in  the  juris¬ 
diction  controlled  by  the  other. 

Fifth.  That  neither  organization  shall 
institute  a  Local  Union  in  any  city 
where  trouble  exists  between  the  em¬ 
ployers  and  members  of  either  organi¬ 
zation. 

Your  committee  further  recommend 

that  after  the  conference  provided  for 
herein  between  the  representatives  of 
both  organizations  has  been  held,  the 

Secretary  of  this  Department  is  hereby 
instructed  to  notify  all  Local  Depart¬ 
ments  that  they,  or  any  Local  Union 
affiliated  therewith,  must  not  become  in¬ 
volved  in  any  dispute  arising  between 
these  organizations  over  a  question  of 

jurisdiction. 

We  further  recommend  that  when  the 
conference  is  held  for  the  purpose  of 

arriving  at  the  working  agreement  re¬ 
ferred  to,  that  the  decisions  previously 
rendered  by  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  thereon  be  considered  in  their  dif¬ 
ferent  phases. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee  be 
concurred  in. 

Delegate  Costello — I  would  like  to  have 
the  committee  explain  the  report  at  this 
particular  time,  so  there  will  be  no 
equivocation,  and  so  we  cannot  be  told 
after  this  conference  is  held  that  there 
was  nothing  in  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  that  carried  anything  with  it. 

Delegate  McNulty — This  is  not  a  recom¬ 
mendation;  it  if?  ail  order.  It  is  ordered 
that  both  organizations  shall  meet  and 
enter  into  an  agreement  along  the  lines 
defined ;  that  when  they  do  meet — and 
not  until  then — if  they  wrangle  among 
themselves  and  fail  to  come  to  ah  agree¬ 
ment,  the  Secretary  of  this  Department 
is  instructed  to  notify  all  Local  Councils 


that  they  or  any  locals  affiliated  with 
them  shall  not  be  drawn  into  this  con¬ 
troversy. 

The  main  purpose  of  the  committee  was 
to  save  the  Local  Councils  from  destruc¬ 
tion.  It  was  proven  to  your  committee 
that  in  various  parts  of  the  country  th£ 
Building  Trades  Councils  were  brought 
into  this  dispute,  some  of  the  members 
taking  oue  side,  and  some  the  other,  with 
the  results  that  the  Councils  became 
weakened,  and  in  some  cases  put  out  of 
commission.  We  believe  if  both  sides 
are  sincere  they  can  get  together  and 
agree  along  the  lines  we  have  recom¬ 
mended.  If  they  fail,  this  Department 
will  not  take  sides  until  we  get  to  an¬ 
other  Convention,  unless  the  Executive 
Council  makes  another  decision. 

Delegate  Costello — There  is  nothing  man¬ 
datory  at  all.  You  say  we  shall  meet,  and 
if  we  agree  to  disagree  there  is  nothing 
accomplished. 

Delegate  McNulty — This  is  not  a  recom¬ 
mendation,  but  an  order.  When  this  meet¬ 
ing  is  held  there  will  be  taken  down 
verbatim  all  that  passes  between  the  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  both  organizations.  Then 
when  it  comes  to  us  again,  if  it  is  not 
settled,  we  will  be  able  to  judge  which 
side  placed  obstacles  in  the  way  of  ar¬ 
riving  at  a  mutual  agreement. 

Delegate  Costello — In  other  words,  when 
this  conference  is  held  the  subject  matter 
of  the  statements  of  both  sides  will  be 
taken  down,  and  if  no  agreement  is 
reached  the  same  conditions  will  exist 
until  such  time  as  this  Department  holds 
another  Convention,  and  the  Convention 
will  have  the  minutes  of  the  conference 
to  be  held  in  January,  to  be  dealt  with 
as  you  have  been  dealing  with  the  con¬ 
ference  that  was  held  a  few  months  ago. 

Delegate  Duffy,  Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee — This  is  an  order;  it  is  not  a  re¬ 
quest.  You  must  both  of  you  get  to¬ 
gether  and  draw  up  a  working  agree¬ 
ment,  and  other  organizations  that  have 
been  involved  for  years  in  this  fight  must 
keep  their  hands  off.  They  must  not 
take  part  one  way  or  the  other.  And 
if  you  cannot  draw  up  an  agreement,  the 
Executive  Council  of  this  Department 
will  draw  u,p  an  agreement  and  submit 
it  to  the  local  departments  and  tell  them 
to  agree  to  it.  That  is  about  the  sub¬ 
stance  of  it.  <*■ 

Delegate  McMNulty — That  is  the  intent 
of  the  committee.  If  you  fail  to  agree, 
the  Executive  Council  of  this  Depart- 
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sill  that  has  passed  in  the  conference,  and 
they  will  draw  up  an  understanding  along 
the  lines  laid  down  herein  and  notify  the 
local  departments  and  both  organizations 
of  that  understanding. 

Delegate  Costello — If  that  is  in  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  committee  in  so  many  words, 
and  not  merely  the  intent  of  the  commit¬ 
tee,  and  we  will  not  be  told  two  or  three 
months  from  now  the  intent  was  some¬ 
thing  else,  that  is  another  proposition. 
If  that  is  the  intent  of  the  committee,  let 
it  be  put  down  in  plain  English.  There 
should  be  no  question  about  it.  I  ask 
these  questions  because  we  have  had  con¬ 
ferences  and  conferences,  and  they  have 
resulted  in  nothing.  The  last  American 
Federation  of  Labor  meeting  was  going  to 
do  something;  we  felt  the  report  of  the 
-committee  meant  that.  In  fact,  members 
of  that  committee  have  said  that  was  their 
intention,  but  the  Executive  Council,  to 
which  body  the  matter  was  referred,  said : 
■“This  report  does  not  say  we  shall  do 
anything;  it  simply  says  we  are  empow¬ 
ered  to  do  it  if  we  feel  so  disposed.”  And 
they  did  not  feel  so  disposed.  Now  if  n 
is  the  intent  of  the  committee  that  thrs 
ment  will  meet;  they  will  be  familiar  with 
Building  Trades  Department  wishes  us  to 
get  together  at  a  stipulated  time  upon 
certain  lines  as  defined,  and  if  the  two 
organizations  cannot  agree  on  those  lines, 
if  this  committee  will  say  that  the'  Execu¬ 
tive  Council  of  the  Building  Trades  De¬ 
partment  shall  and  must  define  the  juris¬ 
diction  of  both  organizations — put  it  at 
same  specific  time,  and  not  have  it  come 
to  the  next  Convention — I  will  feel  better 
than  I  do  at  the  present  time. 

President  Kirby — The  committee  is  able 
to  interpret  the  meaning  of  the  report 
The  stenographer  has  taken  down  the 
statements,  and  they  will  be  part  of  the 
record. 

Delegate  Costello — I  realize  that;  but  t 
realize  also  that  all  the  discussions  here 
will  not  be  printed  and  go  to  the  general 
membership.  The  committee  that  brings 
in  this  recommendation  will  not  be  the 
Executive  Council  either.  If  it  is  a  rec¬ 
ommendation  to  this  board  to  perform  a 
duty,  it  seems  to  me  the  committee  should 
put  it  in  no  uncertain  language. 

Delegate  Alpine — I  want  to  say  to  the 
committee  and  to  the  delegates  in  gen¬ 
eral  that  it  goes  without  saying  I  feel 
there  should  be  a  settlement  of  long 
standing  controversies.  And,  in  confi¬ 
dence  let  me  say,  we  feel  quite  prepared 


to  defend  the  position  of  the  United  As¬ 
sociation.  I  am  not  going  to  oppose  the 
report  of  the  committee;  in  fact,  I  am 
rather  inclined  to  favor  it.  I  am  in  favor 
of  anything  that  will  bring  industrial 
peace  and  end  the  many  bickerings  and 
battles  and  strifes  that  have  so  occu¬ 
pied  your  attention,  as  Avell  as  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  general  labor  movemenr. 
Mr.  Costello  referred  to  the  several  con¬ 
ferences  that  were  held  which  resulted 
in  failure.  I  want  to  say,  Mr.  Chair¬ 
man,  that  it  is  entirely  possible  you  wifi 
hold  another  which  will  fail  unless  the 
party  of  each  part  appoints  as  its  repre¬ 
sentatives  men  who  are  determined  to 
go  and  reach  an  amicable  adjustment, 
and  not  determined  to  go  and  disagree. 
And  I  am  assuming,  too.  that  if  an  agree¬ 
ment  or  an  understanding  is  reached,  as 
per  the  recommendation  of  the  commit¬ 
tee.  that  it  w..l  be  adhered  to.  And  i 
am  looking  forward  to  this  Department 
being  big  enough  and  strong  enough  and 
grand  enough  to  compel  its  adherence 
once  you  have  decided. 

There  is  one  feature  of  the  recom¬ 
mendation,  and  only  one,  I  would  like  to 
have  explained.  On  record  and  before 
this  Convention  let  me  say  that  I  am 
in  favor  of  a  peaceful  adjustment  of  this 
matter,  but  I  am  here  to  fight  every 
inch  of  the  road  if  I  must.  I  welcome 
your  peace  offerings,  and  you  will  find 
me  ready  to  go  half  way — and  I  will 
not  be  afraid  to  take  a  step  farther  in 
the  direction  of  the  goal  you  are  striving 
for.  I  want  to  know,  when  he  refers 
to  the  Toronto  affair  as  being  carried 
away  and  embodied  in  this  report,  if  it 
is  to  sink  into  oblivion  and  not  be  heard 
of  any  more;  if  it  is  to  be  a  matter  or 
history — not  trade  union  history — but  a 
matter  of  history  I  don’t  care  to  dwell 
on?  I  want  to  know  if  that  is  dead? 

Delegate  McNulty — We  considered  botn 
the  Toronto  and  the  Pittsburg  matters. 
We  felt  that,  inasmuch  as  the  meeting 
will  be  called  in  January — and  not  any 
later,  it  must  be  called  then — that  is  a 
matter  that  both  sides  can  agree  on  and 
settle  for  the  best  interess  of  all;  where¬ 
as,  if  we  ake  action  here  on  the  separate 
cases  it  might  tend  to  drive  both  sides 
farther  apart  instead  of  bringing  them 
together.  We  do  not  mean  if  trouble  is 
settled  in  a  city  today  the  organizer  of 
either  organization  can  go  in  tomorrow, 
when  the  men  are  perhaps  discouraged,  or 
not  entirely  pleased  with  the  efforts  of 
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the  national  officers  during  the  trouble, 
and  effect  a  dual  organization.  That  is 
why  we  enclosed  both  those  cities  in  the 
general  proposition. 

Delegate  Alpine  discussed  the  Toronto 
situation  at  some  length.  He  discusseu 
the  situation  as  outlined  in  Resolution 
No.  20,  and  concluded  by  asking  that 
the  charter  granted  the  men  who  were 
in  arrears  to  the  United  Association,  and 
the  men  whom  he  declared  helped  to 
break  the  strike,  be  rescinded. 

Delegate  Sullivan — I  came  here  with  a 
single  purpose,  and  that  to  settle  the  long 
existing  controversy  between  the  Plumbers 
and  Steam  Fitters,  and  now  find  I  am 
put  back  another  two  months  to  a  con¬ 
ference  that  does  not  state  definitism.  I 
came  here  to  settle  the  differences  between 
the  Plumbers  and  the  Steam  Fitters,  not 
to  bring  upon  the  floor  of  this  Convention 
the  rankling  sores  of  the  past.  If  you 
adopt  the  proposition  submitted  by  the 
gentleman  who  has  preceded  me,  I  shall 
ask  you  also  to  adopt  the  suggestion  that 
they  do  the  same  thing  in  Pittsburg. 

Delegate  Sullivan  discussed  the  ques¬ 
tion,  going  into  the  details  of  the  trouble 
between  the  two  organizations  in  Pitts¬ 
burg  and  Toronto. 

Delegate  Alpine  replied  to  the  state¬ 
ments  of  Delegate  Sullivan,  and  said  in 
concluding  his  remarks :  “I  offer  as  an 
amendment  that  the  charter  issued  to 
Pittsburg  by  the  United  Association  be 
hereby  declared  null  •  and  void,  and  that 
the  charter  issued  by  the  International 
Association  in  Toronto  be  hereby  declared 
null  and  void,  and  that  both  organiza¬ 
tions  be  compelled  from  now  on  to  keep 
off  each  other’s  territory,  and  rescind  the 
charter  of  the  first  organization  that  does 
not  live  up  to  that  mandate.” 

Delegate  Sullivan,  in  replying  to  Dele¬ 
gate  Alpine,  said  in  part:  ‘‘He  can  well 
afford  to  do  that.  If  a  charter  was 
granted  in  Toronto  it  was  done  openly; 
while  in  Pittsburg  they  sneaked  the  men 
into  the  Plumbers’  organization.  They 
can  well  afford  to  revoke  the  charter 
issued  to  the  Steam  Fitters  and  hold  the 
men  in  the  Plumbers’  local.” 

Delegate  McCarthy  seconded  the  amend¬ 
ment  offered  by  Delegate  Alpine,  and  dis¬ 
cussed  the  question  briefly. 

Delegate  Sullivan  and  Delegate  Costello 
spoke  on  the  amendment  offered  by  Dele¬ 
gate  Alpine.  During  the  discussion  the 


situation  in  Toronto,  Pittsburg  and  other 
cities  was  considered. 

Delegate  Duffy,  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  discussed  the  question,  and  said 
in  part:  “i'our  committee  heard  all  these 
statements  when  this  matter  was  before 
them.  There  are  faults  on  both  sides.. 
We  took  the  entire  matter  under  consid¬ 
eration  ;  the  report  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  referred  to  this  Convention  by  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  the  reso¬ 
lution  submitted  at  Norfolk  relative  to- 
the  Pittsburg  affair,  and  the  resolution 
relative  to  Toronto.  We  are  satisfied  there 
is  wrong  on  both  sides,  and  we  want  to 
rectify  that  wrong.  I  believe  every  or¬ 
ganization  represented  here  has  had  men 
involved  in  strikes  with  Plumbers  on  one 
side  and  Steam  Fitters  on  the  other.  Now 
we  are  coming  down  flat-footed  to  telk 
you  that  the  Central  Bodies  and  the  local 
unions  affiliated  with  them  must  not  take 
any  part  in  the  future  in  these  fights  that 
may  arise  over  jurisdiction.  Never  in 
the  history  of  this  fight  has  there  been 
any  decision  or  recommendation  in  all 
the  conferences  that  have  been  held  which 
says  that  you  must  come  together  and" 
settle  this  dispute.  We  not  only  say  must, 
but  you  are  ordered  by  this  Convention 
to  come  together.  Your  committee  can  see 
no  other  way  out  of  it,  in  order  to  save 
the  other  trades  represented  here,  than  to 
make,  not  request,  not  petition,  but  order 
the  organizations  to  get  together.  If  you 
vote  for  the  amendment  you  will  be  put¬ 
ting  in  another  wedge  to  drive  these  peo¬ 
ple  farther  apart  while  we  are  trying  to 
get  them  together.  The  best  thing  to  do 
is  to  adopt  the  report  as  the  committee 
make  it.” 

Delegate  O’Conner  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
report  of  the  committee.  He  spoke  of 
the  dissension  that  had  formerly  existed 
between  the  Plasterers’  and  the  Brick¬ 
layers’  organizations,  and  of  the  agree¬ 
ment  that  had  been  effected  whereby  they 
were  both  working  in  harmony.  He,  sug¬ 
gested  that  a  similar  plan  be  outlined 
for  the  agreement  between  the  Plumbers 
and  the  Steam  Fitters. 

Delegate  Alpine — I  made  the  statement 
a  few  minutes  ago  that  I  was  willing 
to  abide  by  whatever  decision  you  might 
render,  whether  it  was  favorable  or  un¬ 
favorable.  I  listened  to  the  arguments 
that  were  offered  by  everybody  who  spoke, 
and  as  the  originator  of  the  amendment, 
in  order  to  show  my  sincerity  and  good' 
faith,  and  for  the  proper  continuation^ 
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of  a  Building  Trades  Department  that  will 
be  a  Building  Trades  Department  in  name 
and  in  deed,  with  the  consent  of  the  sec¬ 
onder,  I  ask  leave  to  withdraw  the  amend¬ 
ment. 

Delegate  McCarthy  made  a  short  state¬ 
ment  of  his  reasons  for  seconding  the 
-amendment,  and  consented  to  its  being 
withdrawn. 

Delegate  Sullivan — After  hearing  Delu- 
gate  Duffy’s  statement  I  desire  to  say 
that  I  am  in  hearty  accord  with  him,  and 
in  January  he  will  probably  see  the  dove 
of  peace  hovering  between  Delegate  Alpine 
and  myself. 

On  motion  of  Delegate  Feeney  debate 
was  closed. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  carried,  the  vote  being 
unanimous. 

President  Kirby — If  this  same  feeling 
prevails  4n  January  it  wrill  lead  to  the 
greatest  victory  organized  labor  has  yet 
won. 

Delegate  McNulty — On  behalf  of  the 
committee  I  desire  to  say  there  are  no 
delegates  to  this  Convention  any  more 
pleased  with  the  result  of  the  vote  than 
we  are.  We  labored  hard  to  reach  a 
solution  of  this  trouble  that  has  con¬ 
fronted  the  movement  for  so  many  years. 

Delegate  McNulty  continued  the  report 
of  the  Adjustment  Committee,  as  follows: 

(Referred  from  the  American  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Labor  Convention.) 

WOOD,  WIRE  AND  METAL  LATHERS— 
BRIDGE  AND  STRUCTURAL 
IRON  WORKERS. 

The  subject  matter  of  Resolution  No. 
110,  which  deals  with  the  dispute  be¬ 
tween  the  above  named  organizations, 
having  been  considered  by  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Council,  it  was  decided  that  this 
matter  be  referred  to  the  Denver  Con¬ 
vention,  with  the  recommendation  that 
the  subject  matter  be  referred  to  the 
Building  Trades  Department  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Federation  of  Labor  for  adjudication. 
The  officers  of  both  organizations  were  so 
notified,  and  Secretary-Treasurer  Brandt, 
of  the  International  Union  of  Wood,  Wire, 
and  Metal  Lathers,  made  the  request. 
“That  you  set  forth  in  full  the  action  of 
your  Executive  Board  on  this  question, 
which  took  place  in  March,  1007.  and  also 
set  forth  the  action  of  the  Norfolk  Con¬ 
vention  on  this  question  by  quoting  the 
action  of  the  Building  Trades  Committee 
in  this  dispute,  which  can  be  done  by 
•quoting  the  report  of  that  committee. 
In  the  event  of  the  Convention  adopting 
the  recommendation  of  the  Executive 
Council,  all  the  papers  in  this  matter  will 


be  referred  to  the  Building  Trades  De¬ 
partment,  thus  complying  with  the  re¬ 
quest  of  Secretary -Treasurer  Brandt. 

EXTRACT  FROM  MINUTES  EXECU¬ 
TIVE  COUNCIL  MEETING, 
MARCH,  1007. 

On  the  complaint  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers’  International  Union 
against  the  Bridge  and  Structural  Iron 
Workers’  International  Association  for 
infringing  upon  their  jurisdiction,  it  wTas 
to  the  Building  Trades  Committee  at  Nor- 
decided  that  the  claims  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers  be  sustained,  and  that 
in  communicating  this  decision  to  the 
officers  of  the  Bridge  and  Structural  Iron 
Workers’  International  Association,  their 
attention  be  called  to  the  change  made  in 
their  Constitution  by  which  they  extend 
their  jurisdiction  over  “all  wire  work,’’ 
without,  notice  of  their  intention  being 
lodged  with  the  officers  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor. 

After  going  into  an  extended  hearing 
of  the  jurisdiction  claims  of  both  organi¬ 
zations,  your  committee  recommend  that 
the  erection  and  installation  of  all  light 
iron  work,  such  as  light  iron  furring, 
brackets,  clips,  hangers,  steel  corner 
guards  or  beads,  and  metallic  lathing  of 
all  descriptions,  belongs  solely  to  the 
lather. 

This  does  not  give  the  right,  however, 
to  the  Lathers  to  install  or  erect  any 
other  iron  work  than  as  herein  specified 
and  outlined. 

This  decision  is  based  in  conformity 
with  the  agreement  entered  into  by  the 
national  officers  of  both  organizations 
and  endorsed  by  the  Kansas  City  Con¬ 
vention  of  Structural  Iron  Workers  and 
concurred  in  by  the  American  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Labor. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that 
the  report  of  the  committee  be  adopted. 

Delegate  Ryan — I  would  like  to  ask  the 
members  of  the  committee  what  they  have 
to  say  about  reinforced  concrete  work? 
That  matter  was  before  you.  What  did 
you  do  with  it? 

Delegate  McNulty — Your  committee  were 
of  the  opinion  that  the  decision  carried 
with  it  all  questions  that  were  in  dispute. 
We  have  specified  what  the  Lathers  can 
do,  and  have  stated  that  we  do  not  give 
the  right  to  the  Lathers  to  erect  or  in¬ 
stall  any  other  work  than  herein  speci¬ 
fied. 

Delegate  Ryan — While  I  am  satisfied  the 
committee  is  a  hard-working  one,  that 
kind  of  a  report  will  not  settle  the  dis¬ 
pute.  Some  of  the  lathers  are  putting  up 
columns  and  beams. 

Delegate  Duffy,  Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee — We  do  not  concede  to  the  Lathers 
the  right  to  erect  either  a  column  or  a 
beam  of  any  kind,  or  any  columns  or 
beams  erected  by  a  derrick.  We  thought 
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we  made  that  specific.  The  Rather  is  not 
allowed  to  put  up  any  column  or  any 
beam. 

Delegate  Ryan — Rut  the  committee  say 
that  the  Lathers  can  put  up  light  iron 
work.  Is  this  Department  going  to  sup¬ 
port  two  organizations  of  Iron  Workers? 
How  can  I  get  my  people  to  understand 
the  division  of  work  made  by  the  com¬ 
mittee?  The  committee  ought  to  say  this 
work  belongs  to  one  or  the  other.  We 
have  in  our  organization  men  who  set 
the  very  finest  bronze  work.  The  Orna¬ 
mental  Iron  Workers  have  been  in  our 
organization  for  years.  We  have  had  our 
lines  of  demarcation  for  them,  and  now 
this  organization  chartered  as  a  Lathers’ 
union  asks  for  part  of  it.  You  must  make 
decisions  that  will  appeal  to  reason  and 
common  sense. 

The  Iron  Worker  is  entitled  to  all  the 
iron  work  in  a  building  from  top  to  bot¬ 
tom  except  the  lathing. 

Delegate  Taggart  discussed  the  ques¬ 
tion  at  length,  referring  to  an  agreement 
that  had  been  made  in  a  convention  of 
the  Bridge  and  Structural  Iron  Workers, 
held  in  Kansas  City,  and  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  Wood.  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers, 
lie  also  claimed  the  work  given  the 
Lathers  by  the  committee  had  been  done 
by  that  organization  for  years  in  large 
cities. 

Delegate  Butler  discussed  the  question 
at  some  length,  and  moved  as  an-  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  report  of  the  committee  that 
the  entire  subject  matter  be  referred  to 
the  Executive  Council,  with  a  committee 
from  both  organizations,  to  define  what 
is  light  iron  work  and  what  is  heavy  iron 
work.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Duffy— Light  iron  work  per¬ 
taining  to  lathing  is  specified.  Any  light 
iron  work,  according  to  our  recommenda¬ 
tion.  belongs  to  the  Lathers. 

Delegate  McSorley.  in  discussing  the 
question,  said  in  part:  “I  rise  to  oppose 
the.  amendment.  This  has  been  handed 
down  from  one  Executive  Council  to 
another,  and  the  decisions  have  always 
been  in  favor  of  the  Lather.  The  com¬ 
mittee  tells  you  what  we  claim  and  what 
we  are  entitled  to.  We  do  not  want  any 
of  the  Iron  Workers’  work;  what  we  con¬ 
tend  for  .is  light  iron  work,  furring  and 
metal  lath,  the  making  of  brackets,  clips 
and  such  things  as  pertain  to,  metal  lath¬ 
ing  and  floor  construction.  The  members 
of  that  committee  know  how  a  building 


is  constructed.  This  same  amendment  wa s 
offered  in  the  Norfolk  Convention,  and 
only  resulted  in  a  year  of  delay.  The  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Council  of  the  American  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Labor  referred  the  matter  here  for 
you  to  deal  with  and  adjust,  and  it  is 
up  to  you  to  do  it.” 

Delegate  Butler — The  amendment  in  Nor¬ 
folk  was  to  have  the  Executive  Council 
define  the  scope  of  the  decision.  This  asks 
to  have  a  committee  from  each  side  ap¬ 
pointed  to  get  together  with  the  Executive 
Council  and  define  the  jurisdiction. 

Delegate  Duffy — There  has  been  no 
dodging  on  the  part  of  this  committee. 
We  mention  what  the  light  iron  work  is. 
We  distinctly  specify  that  we  do  not  stami 
for  the  Lather  putting  up  any  sort  of 
beams  or  using  a  derrick,  nor  will  A\e 
stand  for  him  using  a  six  by  six.  This 
dispute  has  been  going  on  for  some  time. 
All  that  light  iron  work  was  originally 
done  by  the  Lather.  In  1003  your  national 
officers  and  the  national  officers  of  the 
Lathers,  with  some  of  the  delegates  who 
are  now  present,  met  in  order  to  come  lo¬ 
an  agreement  or  understanding  relative 
to  this  dispute.  They  entered  into  an 
agreement,  and  in  the  latter  part  defined 
what  the  Lather  must  not  do  with  heavy 
iron.  The  national  officers  of  both  organi¬ 
zations  decided  that  the  installation  of  all 
light  iron  work,  such  as  iron  furring,, 
brackets,  clips,  hangers,  corner  beads,  etc., 
belonged  to  the  Lather.  In  the  next  year, 
when  the  Convention  of  the  Iron  Workers 
met,  this  agreement  was  concurred  in. 
Afterwards  it  was  endorsed  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Federation  of  Labor. 

i  -  »  * 

Delegate  Butler — I  do  not  deny  that 
agreement,  but  it  gives  the  Lathe'rs  the 
right  to  do  the  work  along  with  us  pro¬ 
vided  they  get  the  same  wages.  That 
agreement  does  not  prove  that  we  gave 
that  work  over  to  them.  We  arranged 
for  an  exchange  of  cards,  but  the  Lathers 
did  not  live  up  to  that  agreement.  The 
national  officers  Delegate  Duffy  speaks  of 
were  legislated  out  of  office  for  making 
that  agreement. 

Delegate  Barry  (J.  H.)  di-scussed  the 

question,  referring  at  length  to  the  agree¬ 
ment  entered  into  in  1903,  and  the  way 
iron  work  had  been  done  in  different 
cities  since  that  time,  ana  concluded  oy 
saying:  “I  do  not  thoroughly  understand 
the  report  of  the  committee.  Reinforced 
concrete  work  is  not  mentioned  speci¬ 
fically.  1  would  like  t.o  be  set  right  on- 


REPORT  OF  PROCEEDINGS. 


71 


fhat  part  of  the  report.  I  would  like  to 
know  what  the  committee  intend  to  re¬ 
port  on  that  part  of  the  work.  Do  they 
intend  mat  that  shall  go  to  the  Lather? 

Delegate  McNulty — The  committee  tried 
to  make  their  report  clear.  We  went  over 
all  the  documents  and  evidence  presented. 
If  we  overlooked  anything  we  did  not  do 
it  intentionally.  I  think  it  is  clear  and 
definite. 

Delegate  Barry  continued  his  discussion 
of  the  work  in  different  classes  of  build¬ 
ings,  and  spoke  of  instances  in  which  the 
Lathers  had  worked  with  heavy  iron  on 
reinforced  concrete  construction. 

Delegate  McCarthy — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  I  do  so  because  I  am  deeply  in¬ 
terested  in  that  particular  work  in  the 
section  of  country  1  come  from.  The 
statement  presented  by  the  committee  is 
absolutely  specific  in  regard  to  it;  that 
sort  of  work  is  absolutely  prohibited  by 
the  committee;  the  Lathers  cannot  do  it. 

President  Kirby — The  point  is  well 
taken. 

Delegate  Barry — If  that  is  the  decision 
of  the  committee  I  will  not  go  farther 
into  that  phase  of  it.  If  the  committee 
say  the  reinforced  concrete  work  belongs 
to  the  Iron  Workers.  I  do  not  care  to  say 
anything  more  .about  it.  I  will  let  that 
part  go  right  now  if  that  is  the  under¬ 
standing. 

Delegate  McNulty — We  thought  we  were 
specific  in  every  one  of  our  recommenda¬ 
tions.  If  you  want  plainer  language  you 
will  have  to  refer  the  report  back  to  the 
committee,  because  I  will  not  assume  me 
responsibility  of  making  any  change  in 
the  language. 

Delegate  Barry  (J.  H.) — I  asked  that 
question  in  order  to  be  set  right.  I  did 
not  understand  just  what  the  committee 
meant. 

The  question  was  further  discussed  by 
Delegates  Taggart,  Ryan,  Butler,  Barry 


(J.  H.),  Clifford,  O’Sullivan,  Featherston, 
Barry  (E.)  and  McCarthy. 

On  motion  debate  was  closed. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate 
Butler  was  declared  lost  on  a  viva,  voce 
vote. 

Delegate  Ryan — I  ask  for  a  roll  call  on 
the  amendment. 

President  Kirby — The  Secretary  will  call 
the  roll. 

Secretary  Spencer  proceeded  to  call  the 
roll,  which  resulted  as  follows : 

ROLL  CALL  ON  AMENDMENT. 

Ayes — Delegates  Butler,  Barry  (.T.  H.), 
Ryan,  Murray,  Keough,  Huddell,  Hanna- 
han,  McKee,  Stemburgh.  Hedrick — 10. 

Nays — Delegates  Duffy,  Featherston,  Dee- 
gon,  Kirby,  McCarthy,  Henderson,  Cos¬ 
grove,  Fyfe,  Cramptou,  Sanders,  Goellnitz, 
McNulty,  Godshall,  McLaughlin,  Fay. 
Feeney,  Comerford,  D’Alessanaro,  McSor- 
loy,  Taggart,  Price,  O'Sullivan,  Barry  (E.>, 
Powers,  Redding,  Bahlhorn.  Skemp,  Ar¬ 
nold,  Twyford.  O’Conner,  Cook,  Alpine, 
Coefield,  Spencer,  Badgley,  Sands,  Sullivan, 
Evans,  Leps — 39. 

ROLL  CALL  ON  REPORT  OF  COM¬ 
MITTEE. 

Ayes — Delegates  Fyfe,  Cramptou,  San¬ 
ders,  Duffy,  Featherston,  McCarthy,  Hen¬ 
derson.  Deegon,  Cosgrove,  Goellnitz.  Me 
Laughlin,  Godshall,  Fay,  McNulty,  McKee, 
Comerford,  Stemburgh,  D’Alessandro,  Mc- 
Sorley,  Taggart,  Price,  O’Sullivan,  Barry 
(E.),  Powers.  Redding,  Bahlhorn,  Skemp, 
Arnold,  Tw’yford,  O’Conner,  Cook,  Alpine, 
Coefield,  Spencer,  Badgley,  Sands,  Sulli¬ 
van,  Evans,  Leps — 39. 

Nays — Delegates  Butler,  Barry  (J,  H.j, 
Ryan,  Murray,  Keough.  Huddell,  Comer¬ 
ford,  Hannahan — 8. 

At  11 :40  p.  m.  the  Convention  was  ad¬ 
journed  to  reconvene  at  9  a.  m.,  Satur¬ 
day,  November  2Sth. 
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FIRST  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 

OF  THE 

Building  Trades  Department 

AMERICAN  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR 

1908 

REPORT  OP  PROCEEDINGS 


FIFTH  DAY — Saturday  Morning  Session 


The  Convention  was  called  to  order  at 
"9  a.  m.,  Saturdav  November  25th,  Presi¬ 
dent  Kirby  in  the  chair. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLU¬ 
TIONS. 

Delegate  Godshall,  for  the  committee, 
reported  as  follows: 

Resolution  No.  25 — By  Building  Trades 
Council  of  Denver  and  Vicinity: 

Owing  to  the  financial  condition  of  the 
Denver  Building  Trades  Council,  caused 
by  the  continuous  drain  on  our  treasury 
for  the  purpose  of  defining  our  rights  in 
the  courts,  made  necessary  by  the  many 
suits  brought  against  us  by  the  Citizens' 
Alliance,  we  take  this  opportunity  of  plac¬ 
ing  our  position  before  the  Department. 

Our  case  and  conditions  were  presented 
folk,  and  a  resolution  asking  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  to  assist  us  was  en¬ 
dorsed  by  the  committee  and  adopted  by 
the  Convention  (see  Resolution  45,  page 
307),  with  recommendations  that  National 
and  International  Unions  contribute  to  a 
fund  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  testing 
the  Colorado  Anti -Boycott  Law. 

We  sent  a  circular  letter  to  the  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  setting  forth  our  conditions 
and  the  suits  on  hand,  but  have  received 
no  assistance  except  from  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Marble  Workers,  who  levied  an  as¬ 
sessment  of  50  cents  per  member  on  their 
entire  membership. 

The  Colorado  State  Federation  of  La¬ 
bor  levied  an  assessment  of  ten  cents  upon 


its  membership  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
funds  to  defend  the  various  suits  brought 
against  the  unions  by  the  Citizens’  Alli¬ 
ance,  yet  the  greater  part  of  the  Burden 
has  been  borne  by  the  Denver  Building 
Trades  Council,  and  as  a  consequence  has 
caused  a  great  deal  of  dissatisfaction 
among  the  building  craft  of  this  city. 

We  are  at  present  indebted  to  our  at¬ 
torneys  for  the  cases  that  have  been  tried 
recently. 

There  has  been  elected  at  the  recent 
election,  we  believe,  a  friendly  legisla¬ 
tor,  and  we  would  like  to  get  the  pres¬ 
ent  boycott  law  repealed,  as  it  has  been 
the  cause  of  an  enormous  outlay  of  money 
to  the  Building  Trades  Council,  but  we 
have  no  money  in  our  treasury  to  put 
such  a  repeal  through  the  coming  legis¬ 
lature  or  pay  our  present  indebtedness 
to  our  attorneys;  therefore  we  appeal  to 
you  as  our  National  Officers  to  assist  us 
in  our  present  fight  for  the  rights  of  the 
building  mechanics  to  work  or  to  refuse 
to  work  where  or  for  whom  we  choose. 

The  committee  reported  as  follows: 

We  heartily  endorse  this  resolution, 
and  recommend  that  the  Convention  take 
immediate  action  so  that  a  fund  may 
be  created  to  assist  the  Denver  Building 
Trades  Council,  which  is  a  local  of  this 
Department,  in  defending  the  suits  in 
which  it  and  its  affiliated  locals  are  in¬ 
volved;  also  to  assist  in  having  the  Anti- 
Boycott  Laws  of  the  state  of  Colorado 
repealed. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee  be 
concurred  in. 
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Delegate  Godshall — I  had  hoped  the  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  the  Denver  Building 
Trades  Council  would  he  here,  as  they 
have  considerable  data  in  regard  to  this 
matter. 

Delegate  Goellnitz — I  move  as  an  amend¬ 
ment  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the 
incoming  Executive  Council.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Evans  spoke  at  some  length 
in  favor  of  the  resolution,  and  discussed 
the  condition  of  the  Local  Council  and  its 
affiliated  locals. 

Delegate  Duffy  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
amendment,  and  suggested  that  if  it  was 
referred  to  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
Department  that  body  would  confer  with 
the  Executive  Council  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  as  to  the  best  means 
of  assisting  the  Denver  Local  Council. 

Delegate  Price  discussed  the  question, 
and  stated  that  a  $50,000  damage  suit 
brought  against  the  local  organizations 
had  been  withdrawn. 

Delegate  Crampton  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  report  of  the  committee,  and  urged 
that  a  small  assessment  be  placed  on 
the  members  of  the  building  trades  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  Building  Trades  .Depart¬ 
ment. 

Delegate  Skemp  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
report  of  the  committee. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  incoming 
Executive  Council  was  carried. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

President  Kirby — The  hour  for  the 
special  order  of  business  has  arrived.  I 
will  appoint  Delegates  Skemp,  D’Alessan- 
dro  and  Trice  to  act  as  tellers. 

Vice-President  Hannahan  in  the  chair. 

The  Chairman  announced  that  the  first 
thing  in  order  would  be  the  nomination 
and  election  of  a  General  President. 

Delegate  Taggart  placed  in  nomination 
James  Kirby,  of  the  United  Brotherhood 
of  Carpenters  and  Joiners.  The  nomina¬ 
tion  was  seconded  by  Delegate  Clifford. 

There  being  no  further  nominations,  on 
motion  of  Delegate  Murray  nominations 
were  declared  closed  and  the  Secretary 
was  instructed  to  cast  one  ballot  for 
James  Kirby  as  the  unanimous  choice  of 
the  Convention  for  President  for  the  en¬ 
suing  term. 

Secretary  Spencer  complied  with  the 
instruction  of  the  Convention,  and  Presi¬ 
dent  Kirby  was  declared  duly  elected  to 
serve  for  the  ensuing  term. 

President  Kirby  in  the  chair. 


In  response  to  a  request  for  a  speech. 
President  Kirby  said: 

“Brothers,  I  want  to  thank  you  all  for 
the  confidence  you  have  reposed  in  me. 
It  is  heartily  appreciated.  I  will  con¬ 
tinue  in  the  future,  as  I  have  in  the  past, 
to  do  everything  I  can  for  the  betterment 
of  the  building  trades.” 

Delegate  Arnold — In  behalf  of  the  Paint¬ 
ers’  delegation  I  wish  to  place  in  nom¬ 
ination  for  First  Vice-President,  George 
Iledrick,  of  the  International  Brotherhood 
of  Painters,  Decorators  and  Paperhangers. 

There  being  no  further  nominations,  on 
motion  of  Delegate  Skemp  nominations 
were  closed  and  the  Secretary  was  in¬ 
structed  to  cast  one  ballot  for  George 
Iledrick  as  the  unanimous  choice  of  the 
Convention  for  First  Vice-President  for 
the  ensuing  term. 

The  Secretary  complied  with  the  in¬ 
struction  of  the  Convention,  and  George 
Iledrick  was  elected  as  the  unanimous 
choice  of  the  Convention  for  First  Vice- 
President  for  the  ensuing  term. 

Vice-President  Hedrick — I  want  to  thank 
you  for  the  confidence  you  have  expressed 
in  me  by  this  unanimous  election.  I  want 
to  assure  the  delegates  that  my  vote  on 
the  Executive  Council  will  always  be  for 
Avliat  I  think  is  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  Building  Trades  Department,  and  it 
will  not  matter  to  me  what  position  my 
own  organization  will  be  placed  in. 

Delegate  McCarthy  placed  in  nomination 
for  Second  Vice-President  J.  G.  Hanna¬ 
han,  of  the  International  Union  of  Steam 
Engineers. 

Delegate  O'Sullivan  placed  in  nomina¬ 
tion  Peter  J.  Cook,  of  the  Operative  Plas¬ 
terers’  International  Association. 

Secretary  Spencer  called  the  roll  of 
delegates,  and  each  of  those  present  cast 
his  ballot  as  his  name  was  called.  The 
tellers  announced  that  52  votes  had  been 
cast,  of  which  J.  G.  Hannahan  received 
31,  and  Peter  J.  Cook  21. 

President  Kirby — J.  G.  Hannahan,  hav¬ 
ing  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast, 
is  declared  duly  elected  Second  Vice- 
President  for  the  ensuing  term. 

On  motion  of  Delegate  Cook  the  election 
of  Vice-President  Hannahan  was  made 
unanimous. 

Delegate  Butler  placed  in  nomination 
for  Third  Vice-President  Frank  M.  Ryan, 
of  the  International  Association  of  Bridge 
and  Structural  Iron  Workers.  The  nom¬ 
ination  was  seconded  by  Delegate  Duffy. 
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Delegate  Bahlhorn  placed  in  nomina¬ 
tion  for  Third  Vice-President  F.  .T.  Mc¬ 
Nulty,  of  the  International  Brotherhood 
of  Electrical  Workers. 

A  total  of  fifty -four  votes  was  cast,  of 
which  F.  M.  Ryan  received  29,  and  F.  J. 
McNulty  received  25.  The  chairman  an¬ 
nounced  that  F.  M.  Ryan  was  duly  elected 
Third  Vice-President  for  the  ensuing  term. 

On  motion  of  Delegate  McNulty  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  Vice-President  Ryan  was  made 
unanimous. 

Vice-President  Ryan — As  Third  Vice- 
President  I  am  going  to  give  everybody 
a  square  deal,  including  my  friends,  the 
Lathers,  and  I  am  going  to  do  the  best 
that  is  in  me  to  make  this  Department  a 
success,  for  no  building  trades  man  knows 
better  than  I  that  this  Department  is  a 
necessity.  I  am  sure  my  distinguished 
opponent,  Brother  McNulty,  would  have 
worked  along  the  same  lines  had  he  been 
elected.  Between  us  there  is  no  differ¬ 
ence.  and  we  will  both  work  for  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  movement. 

Delegate  Alpine  placed  in  nomination 
for  Fourth  Vice-  President  W.  J.  McSor- 
ley.  of  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers’ 
International  Union. 

Delegate  McLaughlin  placed  in  nomina¬ 
tion  for  Fourth  Vice-President  J.  J.  Sulli¬ 
van,  of  the  International  Association  of 
Steam  and  Hot  Water  Fitters. 

A  total  of  fifty-four  votes  was  cast,  of 
which  W.  J.  McSorley  received  30,  and  J. 
J.  Sullivan  25.  Vice-President  McSorley 
was  declared  elected  to  serve  for  the  en¬ 
suing  term  as  Fourth  Vice-President. 

Delegate  Sullivan — I  take  great  pleasure 
in  moving  that  the  election  of  Brother 
McSorley  be  made  unanimous.  The  mo¬ 
tion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Vice-President  McSorley — I  want  to  take 
this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  delegates 
for  the  honor  they  have  conferred  upon 
me.  I  will  endeavor  to  do  in  the  future, 
as  I  have  in  the  past,  all  I  can"  for  the 
success  of  the  Department.  That  is  the 
best  I  can  do. 

.Delegate  Feeney  placed  in  nomination 
for  Fifth  Vice-President  Charles  H.  Leps, 
of  the  Tile  Layers’  International  Union. 

Delegate  O’Conner  placed  in  nomination 
for  Fifth  Vice-President  M.  O’Sullivan,  of 
the  Amalgamated  Sheet  Metal  Workers’ 
International  Alliance. 

A  total  of  fifty-three  votes  were  cast,  of 
which  M.  O’Sullivan  received  40,  and 
Charles  II.  Leps  13.  M.  O’Sullivan  was  de¬ 


clared  duly  elected  Fifth  Vice-President 
for  the  ensuing  term. 

Delegate  Barry  (E.)  placed  in  nomina¬ 
tion  for  Secretary- Treasurer  William  J. 
Spencer,  of  the  United  Association  of 
Plumbers,  Gas  and  Steam  Fitters. 

There  being  no  further  nominations,  on 
motion  of  Delegate  Stemburgh  nomina¬ 
tions  were  declared  closed  and  Delegate 
Skemp,  one  of  the  tellers,  was  instructed 
to  cast  one  ballot  for  Wm.  J.  Spencer  as 
the  unanimous  choice  of  the  Convention 
for  Secretary-Treasurer.  Delegate  Skemp 
complied  with  the  instruction  of  the  Con¬ 
vention,  and  Wm.  J.  Spencer  was  declared 
duly  elected  to  serve  as  Secretary-Treas¬ 
urer  for  the  ensuing  term. 

Secretary  Spencer — Of  course  this  is  a 
genuine  surprise  to  me;  I  did  not  antici¬ 
pate  being  elected  in  this  manner.  I 
had  been  informed  that  I  would  have 
opposition.  I  will  endeavor  to  do  my 
duty  in  the  future  as  I  have  in  the  past. 
I  do  not  think  anyone  can  accuse  me 
of  having  devoted  my  efforts  and  my 
ability  at  any  time  to  the  furtherance  of 
any  trade  dispute  or  any  of  my  personal 
trade  interests.  I  have  been  as  fair  as 
I  could  in  this  respect  since  holding  this 
position,  and  will  continue  in  the  same 
way  in  the  future. 

President  Kirby — Nominations  are  in 
order  for  the  city  in  which  to  hold  our 
next  Convention. 

Rochester,  N.  Y.,  was  placed  in  nomina¬ 
tion  by  Delegate  Stemburgh. 

New  York  City  was  placed  in  nomina¬ 
tion  by  Delegate  Goellnitz. 

Tampa,  Florida,  was  placed  in  nomina¬ 
tion  by  Delegate  McCarthy.  Delegate 
O’Sullivan  seconded  the  nomination  of 
Tampa. 

Toronto,  Canada,  was  nominated  by 
Delegate  Murray. 

Delegates  Featherston  and  Sullivan  sec¬ 
onded  the  nomination  of  Toronto. 

Delegate  Murray — I  move  that  the  city 
receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  bo 
declared  the  choice  of  this  Convention. 
(Seconded  and  carried.) 

The  ballot  resulted  as  follows:  Tampa, 
40  votes;  Rochester.  5  votes;  Toronto,  3 
votes;  New  York,  2  votes. 

President  Kirby — Tampa,  Fla.,  having 
receied  the  highest  number  of  votes,  as 
well  as  a  plurality,  is  declared  the  choice 
of  the  Convention.  The  tellers  are  there¬ 
fore  discharged  with  the  thanks  of  the 
Convention. 
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Delegate  Ryan — I  move  a  reconsider¬ 
ation  of  the  vote  by  which  we  fixed  the 
date  for  holding  onr  next  Convention. 
(Seconded  by  Delegate  McCarthy.) 

The  question  was  discussed  briefly  by 
Delegates  McCarthy.  Ryan  and  Sullivan. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  carried. 

Delegate  McCarthy — I  move  that  the 
second  Monday  in  October  be  fixed  as  the 
date  for  our  next  Convention.  (Seconded 
and  carried.) 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried  that 
the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  send  a 
telegram  to  the  Mayor  of  Tampa,  Fla., 
notifying  him  that  Tampa  had  been  se¬ 
lected  as  the  city  in  which  the  next  Con¬ 
vention  of  the  Building  Trades  Depart¬ 
ment  would  be  held. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  AD¬ 
JUSTMENT. 

Delegate  McNulty— I  hope  the  delegates 
will  give  the  balance  of  our  report  the 
careful  consideration  they  did  the  first 
part  of  it.  Some  of  the  delegates  who 
had  cases  before  the  Convention  seemed 
to  think  the  committee  was  partial  in 
presenting  the  reports.  The  Secretary 
followed  out  the  instructions  of  the  com¬ 
mittee.  We  laid  out  the  cases  to  follow 
each  other  in  the  order  wre  thought  best, 
und  they  were  presented  in  that  way. 

The  following  was  referred  to  this  De¬ 
partment  by  the  Convention  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Federation  of  Labor: 

HOD  CARRIERS  AND  BUILDING  LA¬ 
BORERS— BROTHERHOOD  OF 
CEMENT  WORKERS. 

Upon  the  subject  matter  contained  in 
Resolution  No.  47,  relative  to  the  juris¬ 
diction  dispute  between  the  above-named 
organizations,  a  conference  was  held  be¬ 
tween  their  representatives  at  Washing¬ 
ton,  and  no  agreement  was  reached. 

The  Executive  Council  has  given  this 
matter  its  attentioh,  and  we  recommended 
that  the  matter  be  referred  to  this  Con¬ 
vention,  with  the  further  recommendation 
that  it  be  referred  by  you  to  the  Building 
Trades  Department  of  the  American  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Labor  for  adjustment. 

The  committee  reported  as  follow’s: 

The  question  of  jurisdiction  of  work 
•existing  between  the  Hod  Carriers  and 
Building  Laborers’  International  Union 
and  the  Brotherhood  of  Cement  Workers 
has  existed  for  a  long  time,  and  all  efforts 
made  heretofore  to  settle  same  have  been 
unsuccessful. 

The  question  has  been  before  several 
Convention  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  and  several  meetings  of  the  Ex¬ 


ecutive  Council  thereof,  and  representa¬ 
tives  of  both  organizations  have  m£t  for 
the  purpose  of  settling  their  differences 
without  results. 

The  question  having  been  referred  to 
the  Building  Trades  Department  for  ad¬ 
justment,  and  consequently  to  your  Ad¬ 
justment  Committee,  who  have  heard  both 
sides  to  the  controversy,  your  committee, 
after  a  careful  analysis  of  all  evidence 
presented  by  both  sides,  recommend  that 
the  mixing  and  conveying  of  cement  and 
concrete  used  in  the  construction  of  build¬ 
ing  rightfully  comes  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Hod  Carriers  and  Building  La¬ 
borers’  International  Union.  Your  com¬ 
mittee  cannot  see  any  material  difference 
between  the  mixing  of  cement  and  con¬ 
crete  or  the  mixing  of  plaster  and  mortar. 
wrhich  the  Hod  Carriers  and  Building  La¬ 
borers’  International  Union  has  controlled 
since  its  inception. 

A  motion  wras  made  and  seconded  that 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee  be 
concurred  in. 

Delegate  Goellnitz,  in  discussing  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  committee,  said  in  part:  “The 
report  of  the  committee  is  certainly  a 
surprise  to  me.  The  report  says  there 
is  no  difference  between  a  man  who  mixes 
mortar  for  a  plasterer  or  bricklayer  and 
one  who  mixes  concrete  for  a  concrete 
building.  Cement  work  is  an  industry 
to  itself,  and  the  erecting  of  brick  build¬ 
ings  is  another  industry.  The  Bricklayers 
have  done  their  utmost  to  get  control  of 
the  concrete  work,  not  to  do  it,  but  to 
destroy  it.  We  do  not  want  to  do  any¬ 
thing  but  concrete  work,  and  we  have 
done  that  since  1S83.  If  you  say  this 
work  belongs  to  the  Building  Laborers, 
you  will  be  trying  to  break  up  our  or¬ 
ganization.  A  mixer  laborer,  if  he,  has 
ability,  has  a  chance  to  be  come  an  im¬ 
prover  after  three  years,  and  after  he 
has  worked  as  an  improver  for  one  year 
he  has  a  chance  to  become  a  full-fledged 
mechanic.  If  you  give  this  work  to  the 
Building  Laborers  you  will  be  doing 
wrong,  for  we  control  09  per  cent  of  the 
work.  I  hope  the  report  of  the  committee 
will  not  be  concurred  in.” 

Delegate  D’Alessandro,  in  discussing  the 
question,  said:  “We  do  not  claim  juris¬ 
diction  over  any  trade  whatever,  but  wTe 
do  claim  all  the  labor  w'ork  on  a  building. 
I  cannot  see  why  the  building  laborer 
has  not  a  right  to  do  this  wrork.  The  la-> 
borers  do  the  excavating  for  a  building, 
and  we  claim  those  men.  We  do  not  claim 
the  carpenter  work,  the  cement  finisher’s 
work,  or  the  iron  work ;  we  only  claim 
the  rigni  to  do  the  common  labor.  Our 
organization  is  composed  of  the  common 
laborers  of  all  the  trades  employed  on  the 
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buildings.  We  mix  the  concrete  and  carry 
it,  and  tend  the  carpenter,  the  bricklayer, 
and  the  mason  on  the  building.  We  do 
nothing  else  and  claim  nothing  else;  all 
we  want  is  the  common  laborer’s  work.” 

Delegate  McCarthy  stated  that  he  de¬ 
sired  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  committee,  and  prefaced  it 
with  a  discussion,  in  which  he  said,  in 
part:  “The  committee  has  had  excep¬ 

tionally  poor  facilities  presented  to  them 
in  order  to  assist  them  in  arriving  at  a 
conclusion  in  regard  to  this  question.  No 
reason  has  been  given,  so  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  understand,  why  the  report 
of  the  committee  should  be  concurred  in. 
This  question  should  be  dealt  with  from 
the  standpoint  of  giving  to  the  laborer 
what  belongs  to  him.  and  to  the  cement 
worker  what  belongs  to  him.  If  I  am  to 
judge  from  the  remarks  of  the  gentlemen 
who  preceded  me,  all  that  belongs  to  the 
cement  workers  is  the  cement  finisher 
and  a  small  number  of  men  to  assisjt  him. 
The  Hod  Carriers  lay  claim  to  the  mixer. 
The  duty  of  the  hod  carrier  is  to  tend 
the  bricklayer,  and  he  should  not  have 
anything  to  do  with  mixing  cement  that 
is  to  be  placed  in  that  structure.  The 
bricklayer  has  for  years  fought  reinforced 
concrete.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  right 
to  place  the  concrete  industry  in  the 
hands  of  its  enemies,  and  say  to  them: 
‘You  have  complete  control  of  the  struc¬ 
ture,  because  you  have  control  of  the  men 
who  mix  the  cement  and  make  it  perfect.’ 
The  committee  did  not  have  before  it  facts 
and  figures  necessary  to  determine  how 
reinforced  concrete  work  is  put  up.  This 
is  going  to  be  a  great  country  for  cement. 
Do  we  in  this  Department  propose  to  de¬ 
stroy  the  industry?  I  do  not  believe  the 
committee  wishes  to  do  that.” 

I  therefore  move  as  an  amendment  that 
this  entire  subject  matter  be  referred  to 
the  Executive  Council  of  this  Depart¬ 
ment;  that  the  Council  take  evidence,  sci¬ 
entific  and  otherwise,  regarding  the  con¬ 
crete  industry  in  this  country  and  others, 
and  after  a  thorough  investigation  they 
can  make  a  decision  that  will  be  for  the 
best  interests,  not  only  of  the  Hod  Car¬ 
riers  and  Cement  Workers,  but  the  build¬ 
ing  industry  and  the  American  people  as 
a  whole. 

The  amendment  was  seconded  by  Dele¬ 
gate  Featherston. 

Vice-President  Hedrick  in  the  chair. 

Delegate  Fyfe  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
amendment. 


Delegate  Stemburgh  discussed  the  ques¬ 
tion,  and  said  in  part: 

“I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment.  We 
have  organizations  that  have  done  this- 
work  for  years;  in  fact,  long  before  the 
Cement  Workers’  organization  was  ever 
thought  of.  When  our  organization  was 
organized  by  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  they  turned  over  to  us  forty-seven 
local  unions  that  were  affiliated  with  that; 
organization  that  had  been  doing  this 
work  for  a  number  of  years.  WThen  you 
say  that  the  cement  mixer,  the  man  who- 
mixes  and  handles  concrete  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  building,  is  anything  but 
a  laborer,  you  will  have  to  point  out  to 
me  wrhat  else  he  is  before  I  will  be  con¬ 
vinced.  You  cannot  classify  as  a  mechanic 
a  man  who  backs  a  wheelbarrow  up  to  a 
machine,  picks  up  a  shovel,  loads  it  up 
with  cement  and  then  dumps  it  into  the 
forms.  I  hope  in  all  fairness,  and  in  all 
justice,  the  Building  Laborers  will  be 
given  control  of  the  men  that  rightfully 
belong  to  them — the  common  laborers — no 
matter  where  they  are  employed  in  the 
construction  of  a  building.” 

Delegates  Featherston  and  Keough  spoke 
in  favor  of  the  amendment  offered  by 
Delegate  McCarthy. 

Delegate  Murray — I  have  no  censure  for 
the  committee.  We  believed  when  we  went 
before  the  committee  our  case  was  so  clear 
we  did  not  need  to  submit  the  bundle  of 
documents  we  had  with  us.  I  happen  to- 
be  from  one  of  the  mixers’  locals.  The 
mixers  are  in  this  movement  under  the 
apprentice  system.  There  is  a  great  deal 
to  learn  about  the  work.  I  receive  a  wage 
of  four  dollars  a  day,  yet  I  am  still  an 
apprentice  and  I  am  still  learning.  Now 
you  ask  us  to  go  in  with  the  Hod  Car¬ 
riers  and  Building  Laborers  and  give  up 
our  prospect  of  becoming  mechanics.  Do 
you  go  to  the  marble  setter  and  ask  him 
to  give  up  his  helper  to  the  Building 
Laborers?  Do  you  go  to  the  Steam  Fit¬ 
ters’  organization  and  ask  them  to  give  up 
the  helper?  Our  trade  is  a  distinct  trade, 
and  we  are  not  trespassing  upon  the  juris¬ 
diction  of  any  craft  in  the  Building 
Trades  Department,  but  claim  the  right 
to  have  with  us  at  all  times  our  helpers, 
because  in  the  reinforced  concrete  work 
we  are  held  responsible.  WTe  have  our 
men,  especially  in  the  reinforced  end  of 
it,  placed  in  sections,  according  to  their 
standing  in  the  organization.  The  Build¬ 
ing  Laborers  have  acknowledged  here  on 
this  floor  that  they  have  trespassed  upom 
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the  different  trades.  Has  anybody  here 
accused  the  Cement  Worker  of  trespassing 
on  any  trade  or  on  any  organization,  out¬ 
side  of  the  Building  Laborers?  I  am 
in  favor  of  the  amendment.  I  believe  if 
we  go  before  the  Executive  Council  and 
take  the  time  to  submit  the  documents 
and  make  our  plea,  we  can  convince  them 
to  a  man  that  the  cement  mixer  belongs 
with  the  mechanic  where  there  is  a  future 
for  him. 

Delegate  Crumpton  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Mc¬ 
Carthy. 

Delegate  Duffy,  Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee — The  question  has  come  to  this 
Department  from  the  American  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Labor  to  define  jurisdiction  lines 
between  the  Building  Laborer  and  the 
Cement  Worker.  The  matter  was  referred 
to  a  committee.  We  listened  to  the  parties 
interested  for  hours.  Now  they  want  to 
present  more  evidence.  The  report  recom¬ 
mends  that  the  men  mixing  and  conveying 
cement  belong  to  the  building  laborers  on 
a  building.  “Mixing  and  conveying.”  The 
laborer  mixes  it,  but  there  is  a  superin¬ 
tendent  over  him  who  tells  hifn  how  to 
mix  it.  We  don’t  care  whether  he  con¬ 
veys  it  with  a  spoon,  a  shovel  or  a  wheel¬ 
barrow.  he  is  carrying  it  from  one  place 


to  another  and  dumping  it.  lie  is  an 
ordinary,  common  laborer,  and  belongs  to 
the  laborers’  organization  on  the  building. 

The  question  was  further  discussed  by 
Delegates  Murray,  McCarthy  and  Keough. 

On  motion  debate  was  closed. 

The  amendment,  referring  the  question 
to  the  Executive  Council,  was  carried  by 
a  vote  of  27  to  17. 

Delegate  Duffy — Does  the  report  of  the 
committee  also  go  to  the  Executive  Coun¬ 
cil  ? 

Vice-President  Hedrick — I  think  it  does. 

President  Kirby — We  ail  appreciate  the 
kind  treatment  we  have  received  since 
we  have  been  in  the  city  of  Denver,  and 
I  think  it  behooves  this  Department  to 
acknowledge  our  indebtedness  to  the  local 
committee.  I  ,  move  that  the  Chair  be 
authorized  to  appoint  a  committee  to  draft 
suitable  resolutions. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  carried, 
and  Vice-President  Hedrick  appointed  as 
such  special  committee  Delegates  McKee, 
McLaughlin  and  Cook. 

At  1  p.  m.  the  convention  was  adjourned 
to  reconvene  at  2  p.  m. 


FIFTH  DAY — Saturday  Afternoon  Session 


The  Convention  was  called  to  order  at 
2  p.  in.,  Saturday,  November  28th,  Presi¬ 
dent  Kirby  in  the  chair. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  AD¬ 
JUSTMENT. 

Resolution  No.  14 — -By  Delegates  F.  M. 
Ryan,  J.  T.  Butler  and  J.  II.  Barry,  In¬ 
ternational  Association  of  Bridge  and 
Structural  Iron  Workers: 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  First 
Annual  Convention  of  the  Building 
Trades  Department  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor : 

WHEREAS,  Jurisdiction  disputes  have 
arisen  from  time  to  time  between  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  International  Association  of 
Bridge  and  Structural  Iron  Workers  and 
International  Brotherhood  of  Electrical 
Workers  over  the  erection  of  steel  towers 
for  the  support  of  power  transmission 
cables;  also  over  the  erection  of  steel 
frames  for  switchboards;  therefore,  be  it 


RESOLVED,  By  the  First  Annual  Con¬ 
vention  of  the  Building  Trades  Depart¬ 
ment,  that  the  President  of  this  Depart¬ 
ment  be  instructed  to  arrange  for  a  joint 
meeting  of  three  representatives  of  each 
organization,  said  meeting  to  be  called 
within  sixty  (60)  days  after  the  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  this  Convention.  The  President 
of  this  Department  to  preside  and  to  act 
as  conciliator  in  an  effort  to  agree  on  de¬ 
marcation  lines,  so  as  to  settle  any  exist¬ 
ing  or  future  disputes. 

The  committee  reported  as  follows : 

Inasmuch  as  this  resolution  merely  calls 
for  a  conference  between  representatives 
of  the  Bridge  and  Structural  Iron  Workers 
and  the  International  Brotherhood  of  Elec¬ 
trical  Workers,  to  define  the  question 
raised  as  to  the  jurisdiction  of  work,  your 
committee  recommend  that  same  be  con¬ 
curred  in. 

On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  was  concurred  in. 
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Resolution  No.  IS — By  Delegates  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Painters,  Decorators  and 
Paperhangers  of  America : 

WHEREAS,  All  glazing  for  and  on 
buildings  has  been  granted  to  the  Brother¬ 
hood  of  Painters,  Decorators  and  Paper- 
hangers  of  America ;  and 

WHEREAS,  Other  trades  are  infringing 
upon  the  rights  of  this  organization  by 
■doing  this  work,  thereby  violating  the 
principles  of  this  Department;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Convention  here¬ 
by  declares  that  all  glazing  shall  be  done 
by  glaziers  affiliated  with  the  Brotherhood 
■of  Painters,  Decorators  and  Paperhangers 
of  America  exclusively. 

The  committee  reported  as  follows : 

Inasmuch  as  your  committee,  after  in¬ 
vestigation,  fail  to  find  a  record  of  any 
trade  affiliated  with  this  Department 
claiming  jurisdiction  over  the  work  men¬ 
tioned  in  this  resolution,  we  recommend 
that  same  be  concurred  in. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee  be 
concurred  in. 

Delegate  Barry  (E.) — The  Sheet.  Metal 
Workers  are  vitally  interested  in  this. 
Glazing  work  has  always  been  done  by 
the  Sheet  Metal  Workers.  Considerable 
glazing  has  never  been  laid  claim  to  by 
any  other  craftsmen  aside  from  the  Sheet 
Metal  Workers.  I  did  not  know  when 
this  was  to  be  brought  up  before  the  com¬ 
mittee,  or  we  would  have  objected  to  it. 
I  therefore  move  as  an  amendment  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Council. 

Delegate  O’Sullivan,  in  discussing  the 
question,  said  in  part:  “The  question 
has  never  been  raised  that  the  Sheet 
Metal  Workers  are  entitled  to  all  sky¬ 
light  glass.  The  glass  in  skylights  must 
necessarily  be  installed  by  them.  I  be- 
tive  the  matter  should  be  referred  to  the 
Executive  Council.  We  have  no  desire  to 
do  any  glazing,  only  that  which  becomes 
absolutely  necessary  in  performing  our 
work  among  sheet  metal  lines. 

I  move  as  an  amendment  that  this  be 
referred  to  the  Executive  Council  to  set¬ 
tle  the  question  between  the  Sheet  Metal 
Workers  and  the  Painters.  (Seconded.) 

The  question  was  discussed  by  Dele¬ 
gates  Arnold,  Duffy,  O’Sullivan  and  Mc¬ 
Nulty. 

President  Kirbv — Inasmuch  as  the  two 
parties  have  not  had  a  conference,  the 
chair  will  rule  that  they  will  have  to  take 
this  up  before  the  Convention  can  act 

on  it.  '  ‘ 


Delegate  Balilhorn — You  have  a  Consti¬ 
tution  in  which  the  jurisdiction  of  each 
trade  is  defined. 

President  Kirby — Has  there  been  a  meet¬ 
ing  between  the  Painters  and  the  Sheet 
Metal  Workers  ? 

Delegate  Balilhorn — We  have  hade  no 
dispute  whatever  with  them.  We  simply 
want  our  jurisdiction  reaffirmed.  There 
have  been  several  conferences  between 
Brother  O’Sullivan  and  myself;  we  have 
talked  the  matter  over  several  times. 

Delegate  O’Sullivan — Have  we  ever  met 
in  conference  to  draw  up  an  agreement 
in  regard  to  this  class  of  work? 

Delegate  Balilhorn — No;  we  have  never 
had  such  a  conference,  because  there  has 
been  no  dispute.  I  do  not  see  how  you 
can  set  aside  your  own  Constitution.  The 
committee  has  made  a  report,  and  I  do 
not  see  why  it  should  be  sidetracked.  I 
have  never  admitted  that  any  other 
trade  than  ours  had  a  right  to  do  glaz¬ 
ing.  Your  ruling  would  assume  that  a 
dispute  has  arisen  now,  and  you  tell  us 
to  meet  with  the  Sheet  Metal  Workers  to 
adjust  it. 

ITesident  Kirby — Under  Sections  25  and 
26  of  the  Constitution  the  chair  could 
not  do  otherwise. 

Delegate  Balilhorn — Perhaps  that  will 
be  as  near  a  solution  as  we  shall  reach. 
I  have  never  departed,  and  shall  not  now 
depart,  from  our  line  of  jurisdiction  nor 
allow  any  other  trade  to  do  our  work. 
When  the  line  is  as  clear  Cut  as  it  is 
in  this  case  there  is  no  need  of  a  con¬ 
ference;  we  should  live  up  to  the  Con¬ 
stitution. 

Delegate  Eisenring  appealed  from  the 
decision  of  the  chair. 

Vice-President  Ryan  in  the  chair. 

A  short  statement  was  made  by  Dele¬ 
gate  Eisenring.  President  Kirby  read 
Sections  25-26  of  the  Constitution,  and 
stated  that  he  based  his  decisions  as  to 
the  course  the  matter  should  take  on  those 
two  sections. 

The  decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained 
by  a  vote  of  22  to  0. 

Resolution  No.  10— By  Delegate  Charles 
II.  Lops,  International  Union  Ceramic, 
Mosaic  and  Encaustic  Tile  Layers: 

WHEREAS,  There  exist  Local  Unions 
of  Tile  Layers  and  of  Helpers  in  the  city 
of  San  Francisco  who  are  not  affiliated 
with  the  Ceramic,  Mosaic  and  Encaustic 
Tile  Layers’  and  Helpers’  International 
Union ;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  two  locals  mentioned 
are  affiliated  with  the  State  Building 
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Trades  Council  of  California,  chartered 
by  this  Department;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  Council  men¬ 
tioned  be  requested  to  use  its  influence 
toward  the  end  that  these  two  locals  shall 
become  affiliated  with  their  International 
Union. 

The  committee  reported  as  follows : 

Your  committee  recommend  that  your 
Secretary  notify  the  Building  Trades 
Council  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  that  the 
Unions  of  Tile  Layers  and  Tile  Layers’ 
Helpers  affiliated  therewith  are  not  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Ceramic,  Mosaic  and  En¬ 
caustic  Tile  Layers’  International  Union, 
an  organization  recognized  and  affiliated 
with  this  Department,  with  instructions 
that  the  necessary  action  be  taken  to  have 
the  locals  mentioned  become  affiliated 
with  their  International  Union  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Resolution  No.  22,  by  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers,  relative  to  the  juris¬ 
diction  between  that  organization  and  the 
International  Alliance  of  Sheet  Metal 
Workers’  Union,  was  read  by  the  com¬ 
mittee,  and  a  report  made  as  to  an  agree¬ 
ment  that  had  been  reached  by  the  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  two  organizations. 

The  question  was  discussed  briefly  by 
Delegates  O’Sullivan,  McSorley,  Taggart, 
McNulty  and  Duffy. 

Delegate  Taggart — I  move  that  every¬ 
thing  in  regard  to  this  be  withdrawn  from 
the  records.  (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Resolution  No.  13 — By  Delegates  John 
T.  Taggart  and  Wm.  J.  McSorley,  of  the 
Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers’  Interna¬ 
tional  Union: 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  First 

Annual  Convention  of  the  Building 

Trades  Department  of  the  American 

Federation  of  Labor: 

Greeting:  AVe,  the  Delegates  of  the 
AVood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers’  Inter¬ 
national  Union,  do  hereby  enter  a  pro¬ 
test  against  the  action  of  the  Building 
Trades  Council  of  San  Francisco,  inas¬ 
much  as  they  have  endorsed  the  action 
of  Local  No.  78.  of  the  Birdge  "and 
Structural  Iron  Workers’  International 
Union,  who  have  seen  fit  to  place  a  fine 
upon  twenty-five  or  thirty  men  who  were 
previously  affiliated  with  that  organiza¬ 
tion,  and  who  saw  fit  to  become  affiliated 
also  with  the  AVood,  Wire  and  Metal 
Lathers’  International  Union,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  they  would  not  be  eligible 
to  work  at  that  portion  of  our  trade  which 
covers  light  iron  furring,  outside  of  San 
Francisco,  until  they  became  affiliated  with 
the  AVood.  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers’  Inter¬ 
national  Union ;  and 

AVHEREAS,  The  Building  Trades  Coun¬ 
cil  of  San  Francisco  has  at  all  times  rec¬ 
ognized  the  right  of  its  affiliated  members 
to  carry  more  than  one  card,  if  they  so 
desire;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Building  Trades  Coun¬ 
cil  has  gone  on  record  as  agreeing  to  refer 


this  matter  to  the  First  Annual  Conven¬ 
tion  of  the  Building  Trades  Department 
for  final  settlement;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLArED,  That  the  Convention  as¬ 
sembled  instruct  the  Building  Trades 
Council  of  San  Francisco  to  order  the- 
aforesaid  lines  remitted. 

Your  committee,  after  careful  consider¬ 
ation  of  this  resolution,  recommend  that 
same  be  concurred  in. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that 

the  recommendation  of  the  committee  be- 
concurred  in. 

Delegate  Ryan  spoke  at  length  in  op¬ 
position  to  the  recommendation  of  the- 
committee,  and  stated  that  the  matter- 
should  not  be  acted  upon  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment.  but  that  it  should  be  settled  by  the' 
San  Francisco  people  interested. 

Delegate  Taggart  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  and  explained 
at  length  the  causes  leading  up  to  the 
trouble  between  the  two  organizations  in 
San  Francisco. 

The  question  was  further  discussed  by 
Delegates  McSorley  and  Clifford,  both  of 
whom  stated  that  the  men  were  within 
their  rights  in  acting  as  they  did;  that 
the  San  Francisco  Local  Council  allowed' 
men  to  carry  the  cards  of  two  or  more 
organizations  if  they  were  qualified  to- 
do  the  work  controlled  by  such  organiza¬ 
tions. 

Delegate  Butler — If  you  adopt  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  committee  you  will  be  estab¬ 
lishing  a  precedent  that  at  the  next  Con¬ 
vention  may  be  applied  to  some  other  or¬ 
ganization.  The  question  is:  Do  we 
have  a  right,  under  our  existing  laws,, 
to  fine  our  members  for  doing  something 
we  claim  is  wrong?  We  want  to  find 
out  whether  we  have  that  right,  and 
whether  this  body  is  going  to  establish  a 
precedent. 

Vice-President  Hannahan  in  the  chair. 

Delegate  McCarthy  discussed  the  ques¬ 
tion.  and  in  concluding  his  remarks,  said  r 
“The  Local  Council  did  not  fine  those 
men  because  they  joined  a  union  for  a 
higher  rate  of  pay ;  they  were  fined  be¬ 
cause  the  Council  accepted  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  Bridge  and  Structural  Iron¬ 
workers,  and  because  we  maintained  a 
law  within  the  state  of  California  pro¬ 
claimed  to  be  contrary  to  the  law  main¬ 
tained  outside  of  it.  This  is  a  question 
dealing  with  the  law  of  the  Building 
Trades  Council  of  San  Francisco,  not 
with  the  law  of  any  International  union. 
The  Council  holds  that  a  man  can  go 
into  two  or  three  or  four  organizations 


REPORT  OF  PROCEEDINGS. 


81 


if  he  wishes  to  do  so.  There  is  not  an 
International  that  could  enforce  it  if  it 
were  not  the  law  of  the  Council.  That 
is  why  it  is  referred  here.  The  Local 
Council,  out  of  respect  to  this  Depart¬ 
ment.  held  the  fines  in  abeyance  pending 
your  decision  here.  Otherwise  we  would 
have  taken  it  to  the  California  State  Coun¬ 
cil.  These  members  did  not  have  to  appeal 
to  their  International;  the  Council  was 
the  only  court  of  redress  until  it  could  be 
brought  here.” 

The  question  was  further  discussed  by 
Delegate  Huddell.  who  contended  that  the 
members  fined  should  first  appeal  to  their 
International  organization,  and  that  no 
action  could  be  taken  by  the  Department 
until  they  had  done  so. 

Delegate  Comerford — As  a  member  of 
the  committee,  I  want  to  show  at  least 
one  reason  for  bringing  in  this  recom¬ 
mendation.  In  my  estimation  there  is  no 
justification  for  this  fine.  The  men  who 
have  been  fined  are  members  of  the  iron 
Workers.  They  can  do  their  work  in  San 
Francisco  as  Iron  Workers,  but  if  they 
wish  to  go  over  to  Oakland  they  must 
join  another  organization  in  order  t'o  work. 
In  view  of  that  fact  the  Council  in  San 
Francisco  gives  the  men  the  right  to  join 
other  organizations  if  they  are  qualified 
for  the  work.  I  contend  that  these  fines 
are  not  fair.  If  these  men  have  violated 
no  law  of  their  International,  it  is  posi¬ 
tively  unfair  to  impose  a  fine  on  them. 
Evidence  has  been  produced  to  show  that 
they  did  not  secede  from  their  organiza¬ 
tion.  but  joined  another  organization  in 
order  to  get  employment  in  Oakland  at  a 
class  of  work  they  usually  did  in  San 
Francisco. 

Delegate  Ryan — You  are  aware.  Brother 
Comerford,  that  members  of  your  organ¬ 
ization  carry  our  cards.  If  you  fined  them, 
do  you  think  we  would  throw  our  shelter¬ 
ing  arms  around  them,  and  then  come  in 
here  and  ask  that  those  fines  be  remitted  ? 

Delegate  Comerford — Personally,  I  ob¬ 
ject  to  men  holding  two  cards;  but  those 
men  were  compelled  to  do  so. 

Delegate  Butler — These  men  did  violate 
the  law  of  our  International.  Delegate 
McCarthy  states  that  at  the  time  the 
fines  were  imposed  the  Iron  Workers 
were  acting  in  accordance  with  the  laws 
of  our  organization  and  the  organization 
lie  represents.  Ilis  organization  stood  by 
the  Iron  Workers,  so  they  must  have  been 
right. 


Delegate  McSorley — I  would  like  to  know 
what  offense  these  men  committed  against 
the  Iron  Workers’  local. 

Delegate  Ryan — I  do  not  know  the  de¬ 
tails  of  the  case.  Neither  the  local  nor 
the  men  involved  have  ever  taken  the 

case  to  headquaters,  and  I  hold  that 

course  should  be  pursued.  Then  it  would 
be  a  question  for  our  International  and 
the  Executive  Board  of  the  San  Fran¬ 

cisco  Council  to  take  up.  This  will  be  an 
outrageous  proceeding  here  if  it  is  car¬ 
ried  out.  The  Council  in  San  Francisco 
has  not  communicated  with  our  head¬ 

quarters  in  regard  to  it.  The  men  in¬ 
volved  have  not  complained  to  us.  Give 
us  credit  for  having  a  little  fair  play 
and  equity  in  our  organization.  There  is 
nothing  to  prevent  any  member  of  the 
organization  appealing  to  the  Executive 
Board,  and  if  he  is  not  satisfied  with  the 
decision  there  he  can  appeal  to  the  next 
Convention.  This  is  not  a  question  of 
dollars  or  fines  with  us,  but  of  having 
our  laws  respected.  Members  should  ap¬ 
peal  to  every  court  within  their  own  or¬ 
ganization  before  asking  for  outside  help. 

Delegate  Clifford — It  was  distinctly  un- 
dertsood  when  the  fines  were  imposed 
that  the  matter  would  be  referred  to  this 
Department.  That  is  why  the  fines  were 
held  in  abeyance. 

Delegate  Barry  (J.  H.) — The  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Iron  Workers  had  no  knowl¬ 
edge  that  this  case  would  come  up  be¬ 
fore  this  Convention.  We  are  not  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  details  of  it,  but  we 
believe  the  Iron  Workers  have  some 
rights  here  as  well  as  other  people.  These 
men  were  not  good  union  men  when  they 
left  the  organization  they  were  members 
of  to  go  into  one  that  was  doing  battle 
with  our  people  throughout  the  country. 
If  they  were  loyal  to  their  own  organiza¬ 
tion  they  would  not  have  done  that,  be¬ 
cause  they  must  have  known  it  would 
create  dissension,  and  good  union  men  will 
not  do  that. 

The  question  was  discussed  in  a  general 
way  by  Delegates  Skemp  and  Cook. 

Delegate  Duffy,  Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee — These  men  were  fined  for  going 
over  to  the  Lathers’  organization  to  do 
lathing  and  put  up  the  light  iron  work 
that  this  Convention  has  decided  belongs 
to  the  Lather.  The  Building  Trades 
Council  of  San  Francisco  was  not  sure  of 
its  ground;  they  did  not  want  to  force 
the  fines.  They  have  collected  some  of 
them  under  protest;  they  have  struck 
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other  jobs;  it  has  involved  some  seven  or 
eight  hundred  men,  and  now  it  is  passed 
np  to  this  highest  authority  to  settle. 
We  have  already  decided  what  belongs 
to  the  Lather,  and  your  committee  could 
not  bring  jn  any  other  report  than  the 
one  that  has  been  read.  The  Interna¬ 
tional  Association  of  Bridge  and  Struc¬ 
tural  Iron  Workers  have  a  right  to  fine 
their  members,  and  to  collect  that  fine, 
and  make  what  disposition  they  please  of 
it.  So  have  all  the  other  organzations ; 
we  are  not  interfering  with  that  matter. 
If  the  Iron  Workers’  members  had  been 
fined,  they  had  a  right  to  take  their  case 
to  the  headquarters  of  that  organization ; 
but  this  comes  outside  their  own  organi¬ 
zation  and  involves  every  other  man  on 
the  buildings  in  San  Francisco.  There¬ 
fore  your  committee  recommend  that  this 
resolution  be  concurred  in. 

The  question  was  further  discussed  by 
Delegates  Huddell,  McSorley  and  Ryan. 

Vice-President  Hedrick  moved  the  pre¬ 
vious  question.  The  motion  was  seconded 
and  carried. 

Delegate  Butler — I  ask  that  the  roll  be 
called. 

A  roll  call  was  had,  with  the  following 
result : 

Ayes — Delegates  Fyfe,  Sanders,  Duffy, 
Kirby,  Featherston,  Henderson,  Cosgrove, 
Deegon,  Murray,  Keough,  McLaughlin, 
Godshall.  McNulty,  Clifford,  Fay,  Com- 
erford,  Hannalian,  Cooper,  McSorley,  Tag¬ 
gart,  Price,  O’Sullivan,  Barry  (E.),  Bahl- 
horn,  Skemp,  Sheehan,  Twyford,  O’Conner, 
Cook,  Badgley,  Coefield.  Sands,  Evans — 33. 

Noes — Delegates  Butler,  Ryan,  Barry  (.T. 
H.),  Crampton,  Huddell,  Herrick,  Ar¬ 
nold— 7. 

Delegate  Ryan— I  want  to  give  notice  of 
an  appeal  from  this  Department  to  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor. 

DeDlegate  McCarthy — It  makes  no  differ¬ 
ence  how  many  American  Federations  of 
Labor  you  appeal  to.  The  San  Francisco 
Council  gave  you  this  work  when  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  refused  to 
give  it  to  you. 

Delegate  Ryan — I  am  not  appealing  from 
any  work  proposition;  I  am  appealing 
from  the  proposition  that  has  been  decided 
here. 

Vice- President  Hannalian  —  The  chair 
rules  that  Delegate  Ryan  has  a  right  to 
serve  notice  to  this  Convention  of  an 
appeal. 

Delegate  McCarthy — What  for? 


Delegate  Ryan — For  the  right  to  fine 
our  own  men. 

Delegate  McCarthy — I  serve  notice  that 
they  are  not,  and  that  you  cannot  fine 
them. 

Delegate  Ryan — There  is  no  power  here 
or  anywhere  else  that  will  keep  us  from 
fining  our  men  when  they  do  not  live  up 
to  our  laws.  If  they  do  not  want  to  pay 
the  fine  they  can  step  outside. 

Delegate  McNulty — Resolution  No.  3  ap¬ 
pears  in  the  proceedings  of  the  third  day. 
The  subject  matter  was  never  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Adjustment.  This  was 
evidently  through  mistake  or  oversight, 
and  we  therefore  recommend  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Executive  Council. 

On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  was  concurred  in. 

Delegate  McNulty — That  concludes  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Adjustment. 
AVe  have  handled  eighteen  cases,  we  trust 
to  the  satisfaction  of  at  least  a  majority 
of  the  delegates.  We  did  our  duty  as  we 
saw  it,  without  fear  or  favor,  all  of  which 
is  respectfully  submitted. 

(Signed)  FRANK  DUFFY, 

Chairman ; 

f.  j.  mcnulty. 

Secretary ; 

MATT  COMERFORD, 

J.  C.  BAHLHORN, 
Committee  on  Adjustment. 

On  motion  the  committee  was  dis¬ 
charged  with  the  thanks  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  STATE 
AND  LOCAL  ORGANIZATIONS. 

Delegate  McCarthy,  for  the  committee, 
reported  as  follows : 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  First 

Annual  Convention  of  the  Building 

Trades  Department  of  the  American 

Federation  of  Labor : 

Greeting:  Your  Committee  on  Local  and 
State  Councils,  to  which  was  referred  the 
action  of  the  American  Federation  of  La¬ 
bor  Convention  regarding  this  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  which  embraced  correspondence 
from  Brother  Samuel  Gompers,  President 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  ad¬ 
dressed  to  William  J.  Spencer,  Secretary 
Building  Trades  Department  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Federation  of  Labor. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  report  as 
follows: 

First.  That  the  Norfolk  Convention  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  on  the 
eleventh  day  of  its  Convention,  gave  to 
the  Building  Trades  Department  full  and 
complete  autonomy  over  the  building  in¬ 
dustry  of  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
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Second.  Your  committee  find,  as  the 
result  of  close,  careful  and  painstaking 
investigation,  that  this  Department  of 
Building  Trades  has  in  no  manner  ex¬ 
ceeded  its  autnority  regarding  the  scope 
and  jurisdiction  over  which  the  herein¬ 
before  mentioned  autonomy  maintains. 

Third.  Your  committee  is  of  the  opin¬ 
ion  that  it  is  absolutely  for  the  best  in¬ 
terests  of  organized  labor  in  general  that 
the  Department  of  Building  Trades  be 
conducted  in  a  manner  calculated  to  or¬ 
ganize  completely  the  artisans  and  laborers 
engaged  in  the  building  industry  through¬ 
out  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Due  to  the  foregoing,  your  committee 
heartily  recommend  the  institution  by  this 
Department  of  Local  and  Statq  Building 
Trades  Councils  affiliated  with  this  Na¬ 
tional  Building  Trades  Department  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor.  The  same 
to  be  conducted,  as  hereinbefore  indicated, 
within  the  herein  and  before  mentioned 
autnonomy. 

p.  h.  McCarthy, 

.T.  COEFIELD, 

JO  EVANS. 

FRANK  FEENEY. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that 
the  report  of  the  committee  be  adopted. 

Delegate  Huddell — I  believe  the  merits 
and  demerits  of  this  question  should  not 
be  discussed  here,  but  that  some  other  ac¬ 
tion  should  be  taken.  This  question  was 
taken  up  by  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor.  We  have  gone  on  record  by  ask¬ 
ing  people  to  live  up  to  the  laws  we  have 
made.  Now  I  want  to  know  if  we  are 
going  to  live  up  to  the  laws  made  by 
us.  l^oii  found  it  necessary  when  you 
come  together  in  Washington  to  issue 
charters  to  two  state  councils  already  in 
existence.  I  believe  you  were  justified 

in  doing  that.  Now  a  motion  has  been 
adopted  in  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  Convention  that  we  live  up  to  the 
agreement  that  was  made  in  the  Nor¬ 

folk  Convention  in  regard  to  state  char¬ 
ters.  I  believe  the  proper  thing  to  do 
to  bring  about  better  relations  between 
this  Department  and  the  American  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Labor  would  be  to  submit  this 
to  the  Executive  Council  of  this  body, 
they  in  turn  to  take  it  up  with  tile  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Council  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  Let 
us  see  if  there  is  not  some  common 

ground  we  can  both  stand  on.  Possibly 

we  may  be  able  to  go  ahead  with  their 
permission,  their  sanction,  and  their  as¬ 
sistance,  and  organize  those  state  coun¬ 
cils. 

Delegate  Duffy — This  matter  came  up 
in  the  Convention  of  the  A.  F.  of  L., 
and  it  is  proper  it  should  come  up  here. 
If  we  take  no  action  at  all  your  Execu¬ 
tive  Council  will  have  no  right  to  go 
and  meet  the  Executive  Council  of  the 


A.  F.  of  L.  If  we  adopt  the  report  that 
has  been  read,  the  Executive  Council 
will  have  a  right  to  meet  with  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Council  of  the  A.  F.  of  L .,  tell  them 
we  have  taken  this  matter  up  in  our 
Convention,  and  that  we  favored  it.  Then 
let  them  give  their  reasons  to  the  A.  t . 
of  L.  why  we  should  have  State  Build¬ 
ing  Trades  Councils. 

The  question  was  discussed  briefly  by 
Delegates  McCarthy  and  Huddell. 

Delegate  Huddell  moved  as  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  report  of  the  committee  that 
the  convention  go  on  record  as  favoring 
the  issuing  of  state  charters,  and  that  the 
matter  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Coun¬ 
cil  to  take  up  with  the  Executive  Council 
of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  (Not  seconded.) 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  carried. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON 
LAWS. 

Delegate  Fyfe.  for  the  committee,  re¬ 
ported  as  follows : 

The  following  section  of  the  report  of 
Committee  on  President’s  Report  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  this  committee : 

Seventh.  In  regard  to  the  matter  of 
local  laws  of  the  Department  interfering 
with  the  laws  of  the  various  organizations, 
the  committee  believe  that  the  laws  of  the 
local  department  are  paramount  to  any 
laws  of  the  various  organizations  affili¬ 
ated. 

The  committee  recommend  that  no  action 
be  taken,  as  Resolution  No.  8,  adopted 
during  the  session  held  on  Friday,  covers 
this  section  in  its  entirety. 

On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  was  concurred  in. 

The  following  portion  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  President’s  Report  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Laws : 

Fourteenth.  Your  committee  concur  in 
the  recommendation  of  the  President  in 
regard  to  working  cards,  and  recommend 
that  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  By- 
Laws  Committee  to  submit  a  law  covering 
the  subject. 

The  committee  reported  as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  Laws  recommend 
that  Section  37  be  amended  to  read  as 
follows : 

This  Department  shall  adopt  a  uni¬ 
versal  working  card.  Cuts  of  same  will 
be  furnished  on  application  by  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Department  to  State  Councils, 
where  such  exist;  where  none  exist  they 
will  be  supplied  to  Local  Councils.  The 
card  to  have  the  emblem  of  this  Depart¬ 
ment.  the  reverse  side  to  represent  the 
Local  Council  and  the  organization  to 
which  it  is  issued ;  the  color  of  card  to 
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be  changed  quarterly.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Department  will  select  the  color  and 
notify  the  State  and  Local  Councils  at 
least  once  a  year  of  color  adopted,  and 
no  other  card  shall  be  recognized'  by  the 
affiliated  trades  on  any  job  or  building 
where  they  are  employed. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee  be 
concurred  in. 

After  a  brief  discussion  by  Delegate 
Clifford,  the  recommendation  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  was  concurred  in. 

Your  committee  concur  in  the  following 
recommendation  of  the  Executive  Council, 
and  sxiggest  that  it  be  numbered  Section 
30  of  the  By-Laws  and  Constitution,  all 
succeeding  sections  to  be  renumbered  to 
conform  with  this  addition  : 

BASIS  OF  REPRESENTATION  IN 
LOCAL  COUNCILS. 

100  members  or  less,  3  delegates. 

200  members  or  more,  4  delegates. 

400  members  or  more,  5  delegates. 

800  members  or  more,  6  delegates. 

1.000  members  or  more,  7  delegates. 

3,200  members  or  more,  8  delegates. 

0.400  members  or  more,  9  delegates. 

12,800  members  or  more,  10  delegates. 

In  no  case  shall  more  than  ten  (10)  dele¬ 
gates  be  allowed  each  craft. 

On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  was  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Fyfe — That  completes  the  re¬ 
port  of  your  Committee  on  Laws,  which  is 
signed 

JOHN  R.  ALPINE,  Chairman. 

WILLIAM  FYFE,  Secretary. 

J.  J.  SULLIVAN. 

M.  O’SULLIVAN. 

E.  BREIDENBACH, 

Committee  on  Laws. 

Delegate  McLaughlin,  for  the  Special 
Committee,  reported  as  follows : 

WHEREAS,  The  Local  Entertainment 
Committee  has  been  untiring  in  its  efforts 
to  entertain  the  delegates  to  this  Conven¬ 
tion  ;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  citizens  of  Denver  have 
done  everything  in  their  power  to  make 
our  stay  in  this  city  most  enjoyable  in 
every  way ;  and 

WHEREAS,  We  shall  all  leave  the  city 
of  Denver  with  a  feeling  of  sincere  ap¬ 
preciation  of  the  hospitality  bestowed  upon 
us ;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  we  tender  a  rising 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  local  committee, 
our  fellow  trades  unionists  and  the  citizens 
of  Denver,  and  that  a  copy  of  this  reso¬ 


lution  be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  this 
Convention. 

(Signed)  J.  J.  McLAUGHLIN, 
PETER  S.  COOK, 

R.  A.  McKEE, 

Committee. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  unan¬ 
imous  rising  vote. 

Delegate  McNulty — I  move  that  when  a 
jurisdiction  matter  of  a  local  dispute  is 
called  to  your  attention,  where  an  inter¬ 
national  agreement  between  the  two  or¬ 
ganizations  is  in  existence,  that  the  In¬ 
ternational  officers  are  instructed  to  see 
that  their  locals  abide  by  the  law. 

I  want  this  to  be  a  matter  of  record. 
The  President  of  our  Building  Trades 
Department  is  here.  We  want  the  locals 
at  home  to  live  up  to  the  law. 

Delegate  Huddell— I  second  that,  but 
would  like  to  add  that  any  new  jurisdic¬ 
tion  problems  that  confront  the  Building 
Trades  Department  be  referred  to  the  in¬ 
coming  Executive  Council,  but  not  to  be 
settled  until  our  next  Convention. 

President  Kirby — That  is  the  only  thing 
to  be  done  in  such  cases. 

The  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Mc¬ 
Nulty  was  carried. 

Delegate  Crampton — I  move  you  that 
the  Executive  Council  of  this  Depart¬ 
ment  shall  review  all  local  Constitutions 
and  By-Laws,  with  the  object  of  having 
the  same  amended  in  accordance  with 
the  Constitution  of  this  Department.  Sec¬ 
onded  and  carried. 

On  motion  of  Delegate  Barry,  the  min¬ 
utes  of  the  Convention  were  approved  as 
corrected  by  the  Secretary. 

President  Kirby — This  closes  the  work 
of  our  First  Annual  Convention,  and.  while 
some  of  us  may  have  grievances,  it  was 
well  known  when  we  came  here  that  we 
could  not  all  be  satisfied.  Let  us  work 
together,  so  that  in  the  coming  Conven¬ 
tion  the  mistakes  made  here  may  be  rec¬ 
tified.  I  want  to  say  to  you,  one  and  all, 
that  If  you  continue  in  the  spirit  that  has 
been  manifested  in  this  gathering,  the 
Building  Trades  Department  wTill  be  the 
greatest  power  on  earth  in  settling  build¬ 
ing  trades  disputes. 

Delegate  Cook  led  the  Convention  in 
singing  “Auld  Lang  Syne,”  after  which 
the  Convention  was  adjourned  sine  die. 


